
links Iran to New Yoik bombing 

Washington ^afpa T 

■World Trade Cca ^£ New "^onsibte for die bombing of die 

tyfoetfirec tor of a coiwS^S “cording to a new book 

.shootings outside ^ forec °° lemmsm - ^ January 



*>V - 


House R 
Mr. 
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Crown Prince 
meets with 5 envoys 


AMMAN 

Highness 


ctra ) — His Royal 
own Prince Hassan 


" *“ ambassadors of Qatar 

?r^ Br ft Sud “ Md Burki " 

HaLk ^ Pto* ofi F ? so and discussed with them 
»r !i *J r - H* ^a^oos between Jordan and 
• J °hn Wodru, dleir countries. 

•w m.w... 


'iK monc : 7 « „ — ■“■"• 

M >- h 5* Minister welcomes 
h ^w»f 2 , 0 °° pilgrims 

ouT SHOUNEH (Pan.) - 
of Awqaf and Islamic 
(^■^eted 15 . Affairs Izzeddin A] Khatib AI 
m 10 dofc Tarmmi Sunday welcomed the 
hv S*. 1 * ** 1 g r f st , c ? n gregation of 2,000 
, e jwne 1 s Palestmian pilgrims, who arrived 
'nick m isAy tn South Shouneb on their way to 
°meiies awav u , Mecca and Medina to perform 
■'doors were * the Haj. Sheikh Tamimi con- 
l ollce ^[K. Wi ve y ed I* 1 * greetings of His Majes- 
Icasi SdOOjOOOtTy Hussein to the group and 
'ruck owned informed them that Jordanian 
' Inc. m [n^. teams will provide them with all 
‘P-my spokejjthe necessary facilities to them. 

"^uning 0 ^ Peres heads for 
hw-w recoup Andia and China 

• r Fwhei %-vfo 

on the an TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli 
1 fell out. Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 
,, Sunday left for India where he 

uniiCfl will make a groundbreaking visit, 
CiSn'c wife ^reign ministry officials said. Mr. 

WW Pees _ travelling via Frankfort, 
es ft IS bURffi Germany, will be the first Israeli 
foreign minister to visit New De- 
FnsUud (R)-i lhi since India, a staunch suppor- 
ifc. imiaied a iter of the Palestine Liberation 
I’wikcs dbroal ; Organisation, and Isiae! estab- 
ved him ho fclished full diplomatic ties in Janu- 
r and stage pnj.aiy T992 after 40 years of hostfl- 
'hris Cox sahlFrt'fy* • 

ThM,n ‘ T mu Mubarak concludes 

•ubbit and senret: Gulf tour 

it their homer ; 

1 Hngland. Ik! RIYADH (AFP) — Egyptian 
v/t reported ti President Hosni Mubarak on 
u \hr killed •; Sunday conduded a tour of the 
tails when sfcusix Golf Arab coontries during 
tie of her hute which he disenssed Iran's alleged ! 
n .< fit uf r« 1 threats against the region and : 
Vn aanmpfifc: bilateral relations. He left Riyadh 
ned and coiiWcafter talks with Saudi King Fahd 
a manna* ofrfocusing on “Arab security, ter- 
l„. baron iktgprorisni and (religious) fun- 
1( . ••( ’htwinc's idafSentahsm,” a member of his 
ui :s alwaw fflik^elegation said. 

iiNho." fa 3 detainees 
u:/rr^>eleasedfrom Khiam 

1 S: ' 'r ! • nuni? i'LARJ A y OUN (AP) — Three 
\ cn 1 . 1 .uni as^bnte Muslim women detainees 
‘l a%, ° Q ^ere freed from a prison in 
j, u .» up jrael’s self-prodaimed “security 

,l "\ t ol sone'’ in South Lebanon Sunday 
4! *' n the second such release in five 
jiays. No explanation was given 
»er arrOStM or the release, which raised to 
i v ® fo c number of Shiite women 
reponi J .ietainees freed from the prison in 
W 3 Y cflf SW^hiam, a town in foe “security 
1 pXme,” since Wednesday. The re- 

1 API '" .eased prisoners were identified 
1 ,„ie of Gi* e * , i* Mahmoudi Ibrahim Ali 
h uk riW'rt* f -faidar, Najah IUeiq and Hana 
; 1 , n 


Kin’ii 

.1 K-cn '»*"■ guerrillas attack 
pP^i^B^^sraeli allies 


I I’JIW ‘ ,U ■ 

1 >,.n Juafl w 0- 

\ pvtlirf 4^-IDON (R) — Guerrillas attack- 
1 - ,l 1 'j that * : d an Israeli-backed militia posi- , 
. he in South Lebanon Sunday, 1 

,;l ' ‘"1 , n s' lt2 »urity sources said. They said 
ci* ^ pjQ^s^Dzboilah (Party of God) gueml- j 


■ , 1 +er % fired anti-tank rockets and 

ltU vkfcJ p^iachineguns at hilltop Sojoud 
P t V of the South Lebanon Army 

,,fl .! . militia. The SLA returned 


«b on m militia. The SLA returned 

.Jitjpre and shelled villages in the 
:hr f f affilhn AJ Toufah ridge, a moon- 
|K - jjjifl i ‘linous region controlled by Hiz- 
qiic* tl,n ’ jjni.WpIlab. There was no immediate 
j in .« n ,uX ffJ s 3 ord on casualties. 




^el Aviv blast injures 35 


s ,jl :i " Jfa- AVIV (R)~ Agas explo- 
A- , - v dun^an filled a 12-storey Tel Aviv 
a pant ^oartment-shopping complex 
rv< r ■ iijofl “,ith smoke early Sunday, injur- 
J! ' 1 hirafiJ 35 people, firefighters said. 


■** ftyf an%. g 33 people, brengnters saia. 
i* l l 1(1 j^ver ^efi^hters said they believed foe 
i ' u ' , rC nf* ^mse of foe blast at foe London 
h.nik' Gnistore complex was a gas leak 
,iiic f J > t jd there did not appear to be a 
- fl l$Cw ^itkal motive. Icmlov Hospital 
\ S* e , -jdfl 35 people were hurt, one 
-bY nously. Most of^foose injnred 
. nW®* residents awakened from their 
.•tBl 1 * 1 ’’, ~ were fretted for smoke 

I il i^MMAlll.. J -AHMVADC 


^iomallland congress 


president 

v’ ‘H V 11 „ f . 

•k st^rUAIROBI (R) — A cong 


■k ^‘.t^aP^AIROBI (R) — A congre 

s '‘Jj^^^sdf-styled Somafiland i^wb- 

jiJ- elected veteran politician 

.npi^ ‘ in o^bhammad Ibrahim Egal as 
,11 \p* Resident, a spokesman said 

it ' Speaking by tetephone 


4 Palestinians, 

2 Israelis killed 
in Gaza violence 


GAZA CITY, occupied Gaza 
Scrip (Agencies) — Israeli troops 
shot dead two Palestinian chil- 
dren, including a baby, during 
protests Sunday on the Gaza 
Strip, where two Israeli mer- 
chants and two Palestinians were 
abo killed. 

The merchants died in the 
bloodiest anti-Israeli attack 
the occupied territories were sea- 
led in March, and the violence 
came three days after the conclu- 
sion of the latest round of Arab- 
IsraeH peace talks in Washington. 

The Palestine liberation Orga- 
nisation's (PLO) mainstream 
group Fateh and the rival Muslim 
fundamentalist Islamic Resist-, 
ance Movement (Hamas) claimed’ 
responsibility for the attack in an 
unprecedented joint statement. 
Assafianmts in a passing Peugeot 
car opened fire on the four men 
near the Jewish settlement of 
Gabid in foe southern beachfront 
district of Katif, an army spokes- 
man said. 

Two of the victims were veget- 
able merchants from southern 
Israel and foe two others were foe 
Palestinian farmers from the 
Khan Yarns area of Gaza, he 
said. 

Fateh, which supports the 
peace t a lk s , and the anti-talks 
Hamas said that the merchants 
were m the army and that the 
attack was revenge for foe army's 
falling of several of their mem- 
bers earlier this month. 

Hie Arab victims were identi- 
fied as Tawfik Zourab, 3, of 
Khan Yanis in Gaza, and Tiarf 
Abu Jurab, 25, from Hebron in 
the West Bank. 


The army has warned Israelis 
agamst travelling to the occupied 


chants take the risk to reap pro- 
fits from produce they purchase 
in Gaza at lower prices than in 
Israel. 

Deputy Defence Minister Mor- 
dechai Gut renewed the warning 
Sunday, saying that entering 
Gaza was “contrary to instruc- 
tions from security forces." 

But legally the closure bars 
only Palestinians from leaving 
Gaza and does not prevent 
Israelis from ente ring the area. 

The shootings came 12 hours 
after four Israeli soldiers were 
injured by a hand grenade thrown 
at a nrihtaiy outpost in Gaza's 
Shall refugee camp, the army 
said. 

Three of foe soldiers were in- 
jured slightly and one received 
moderate injuries, said an army 
spokeswoman-. 

Earlier Saturday, Israeli troops 
shot and injured 51 Gazans dur- 
ing stone-throwing protests. 

The Israeli deaths bring to 159 
tiie number of Israelis lolled since 
foe uprising began in December 
1987, including three since the 
occupied territories were dosed 
at the end of March. 

An l&monfo-oid Palestinians, 
Fares Mohammad Al Kitrdi, was 
fatally wounded Sunday as troops 
fired at demonstrators in Jabafia 
refugee camp, Palestinian sources 
said. 

The boy was playing on the 
steps of his home 200 metres 
away. 


400 supporters of 
Saudi human rights 
group said detained 


CAIRO (Agencies) — The Saudi 
a u t h o ri t i es have arrested some 
400 supporters of a newly-formed 
Saudi human rights group, the 


their posts," AOHR said in a 
statement. 

“These measures conflict with 
what foe kingdom bound itself to 


Arab Organisation of Human, uphold by agreeing to the dec- 


iicr^' * *211*. Egal had replaced Abdnah- 
juryjlJ ran Ahmad AH, acting president 
1 *^ rite Somaliland declared itself 
fS jP independent republic in 1991. 
i H^^^naHlkd has not been fonnaUy 
^uj^/cognised by any other country. 

‘ 


Rights (AOHR) said Sunday. 

The Cairo-based AOHR, in a 
statement to AFP. said more than 
10,000 people across Saudi Ara- 
bia had signed a petition of sup- 
port for the Committee for the 
Defence of Legitimate Rights. 

“Nearly 400 supporters of foe 
committee have recently been 
arrested in various regions of 
Saudi Arabia," the statement 
said. 

It also expressed “serious con- 
cern over foe measures taken by 
the Saudi authorities against the 
founders and members of this 
committee" and urged King Fahd 
to call off the measures. 

The Saudi government on 
Thursday stripped the seven 
founders of their jobs. Four uni- 
versity professors and a civil ser- 
-vant were sacked while two 
lawyers were barred from practis- 
ing. , . . 

On Sunday, the group s leader. 
Abdullah Al Masaari, told AFP 
his son Mohammad, a university 
professor who served as the com- 
mittee's spokesman, was arrested 

by Saudi security forces on Satur- 
day. 

The committee, foe Formation 
of which was announced on May 
7 , has said its objectives were to 
fight against “oppression and in- 
justice 8 in Saudi Arabia and se- 
cure foe release of political pris- 
oners. 

Riyadh has demied it was de- 
taining any political prisoners. 

AOHR said foe Saudi group, 
led by conservative religious fi- 
gures, told them they had 
gathered about 10,000 signatures 
of support from Saudis in foe 10 
days between announcing foe 
start of foe group on May 3 and 
being banned on May 13. 


laration of hnman rights in 
Islam,” it added. 

The AOHR statement said the 
declaration, agreed by foe mem- 
ber states of foe Organisation of 
the Islamic Conference two years 
ago, allowed for freedom of opin- 
ion within a system of I s la mi c 
law. 

AOHR, which has brandies in 
Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Moroc- 
co, Algeria, Tunisia, Yemen, and 
another being formed in Kuwait, 
also attacked Saudi Arabia's reli- 
gious hierarchy for deeming the 
group illegal. 

“The group learnt with a mix- 
ture of foods and sadness of the 
dedaration by senior religions 
scholars in the kingdom, especial- 
ly as it lacked any evidence,” the 
statement said. 

Thirty Saudi university profes- 
sors urged authorities in Riyadh 
to free Mohammad Al Masaari, 
the group's leader said Sunday. 

They asked Riyadh Governor 
Salman Ben Abdul Aziz on 
Saturday to help free Moham- 
mad, Sheikh Abdullah said. 

Prince Salman, a brother of 
King Fahd. reportedly replied 
that Mr. Masaari, a physics pro- 
fessor at King Sand University in 
Riyadh, would “not be mistre- 
ated and would be freed after 
questioning." 

Security forces searched 
Mohammad's library and seized 
several documents, according to 
Sheikh Abdullah, a lawyer. Au- 
thorities charged that Moham- 
mad had reneged on a promise to 
no longer speak to journalists, he 
said. 

Police first questioned Moham- 
mad for several hours on 


The (group) expresses its ex- v Wednesday after he served as an 


treme concent at foe measures 
taken and urges (foe Sanfo gov- 
ernment) to release those de- 
tained and return those fired to 


Interpreter at a meeting between 
committee members and diplo- 
mats at the U.S. embassy in 
Riyadh, he said. 


Arab reports said foe toddler 
was standing by the entrance to 
, his father's shop at about noon 
when be was snot in foe chest. 

Ten other youths were also 
wounded by gunfire, they said. 
They said the clash ensued after 
soldiers chased two masked activ- 

wall. The activists ftcd*&nd*otiier 
youths stoned the soldiers, the 
reports said. 

In Shari another camp, a 12- 
year-old Palestinian was shot 
dead during a similar protest. 
Palestinian sources said Moham- 
mad Al Ghoul was shot in foe 
chest and an eight-year-old 
seriously wounded by a bullet in 
foe head. 

The latest deaths raised to 
1,U81 the number of Palestinians 
killed by Israeli gunfire since foe 
start of the uprising, according to 
an AFP count. 

Tension has gripped Gaza since 
Saturday, when four Israeli sol- 
diers were hurt in a grenade 
attack and 62 Palestinians shot 
and wounded during violent de- 
monstrations to protest the 45th 
anniversary of the creation of 
Israel. 

The Israeli government ex- 
tended the indefinite closure of 
Gaza and the West Bank after 
hearing a security update from 
chief-of-staff General Ehud 
Barak. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, 
who has said the closure led to a 
dramatic decrease in knife attacks 
inside Israel, urged Israeli mer- 
chants Sunday to stay out of the 
occupied territories, Israeli Radio 
reported. 


Brotherhood 
seeks release 
of 1 5 with 
Afghan links 

By Ayman AI Sabdi 

Jordan limes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Muslim 
Brotherhood bloc at the Lower 
House -of Parliament has urged 
the release of about 15 Jorda- 
nians it claims were detained by 
, security forces upon return from 
Pakistan in the last few weeks. 

A delegation from foe bloc, 
beaded by its spokesman Ibrahim 
Khreisat, demanded the release 
of the alleged detainees during a 
meeting with Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker Saturday. 

“The meeting was positive and 
Sharif Zeid promised to consider 
foe issue and find a suitable solu- 
tion for it,'' Mr. Khreisat told the 
Jordan Tunes Sunday. 

“We are satisfied with his 
answer, but our satisfaction will 
not be complete until all foe 
detainees are released," be said. 

Mr. Khreisat contended the 
detainees were Jordanian citizens 
who were providing humanitarian 
assistance to Afghan refugees in 
Pakistan. “They were not in- 
volved in the fighting,” and de- 
cided to return home after many 
of foe Afghan refugees returned 
back to their country,” be said. 

Mr. Khreisat said none of foe 
detained were among Arab 
nationals who were expelled by 
Pakistan in a crackdown on fore- 
ign militants who had fought 
along with the Afghan Mujahe- 
deen to topple foe communist 
regime of President NajibuDah in 
Kabul. 

Minister of Interior Jawdat 
Sboul could not be reached and 
other government sources de- 
clined comment on the alleged 
arrests. 

“These people (the detainees) 
are a source of pnde for Jordan 
because they responded to calls 
for help from their brethren. It is 
painful to see them arrested and 
denied the chance to meet with 
their families,” Mr. Khreisat 
said, adding that his parliamen- 
tary bloc learned of their arrest 
from their relatives. 

(Continued on page 19) 





Israeli soldiers run past burning tyres in the Gaza City neighbourhood of Zdtun (AFP photo) 

Palestinians will continue 
peace talks, Arafat says 


TUNIS (Agencies) — Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat has 
vowed that the Palestinians will 
press on with foe Middle East 
talks despite the “failure” of the 
latest round of negotiations in 
Washington. 

“These negotiations are a poli- 
tical battle we are waging with 
determination and confidence the 
way the Algerians and Viet- 
namese committed themselves to 
negotiations during their (nation- 
al) struggle," Mr. Arafat said 
here late Saturday. 

He was speaking at the opening 
here of the central council of 
Palestinian Popular Struggle 
Front (PPSF), headed by Samir 
Ghoshe. 

The rem. tks carried by the 
PLO news agency, WAFA, came 
after the ninth round of talks 
ended Thursday without an 
agreement. Palestinian groups 
opposed to the talks again called 
for the PLO to abandon support 
for foe negotiations. 

Mr. Arafat vowed the Palesti- 
nian negotiators would not sell 
out the cause for statehood. He 
urged “all Palestinians to fight 
hand in hand until foe Palestinian 
flag is raised over Jerusalem, foe 


capital of Palestine.** 

Mr. Ghoshe approved Palcsti- 
.nian participation in the peace 
talks, WAFA said. 

A rival wing of the PPSF based 
in Damascus last week called for 
the withdrawal of the Palestinians 
from foe peace talks. 

The deputy chief of the Palesti- 
nian negotiating team with Israel. 
Saeb Erakat, said in Amman that 
foe Palestine Central Committee 
will meet soon to examine the 
results of the ninth round. 

Speaking to reporters before 
heading to the Israeli-occupied 
territories. Dr. Erakat said the 
committee will “take the 
appropriate decision on the fu- 
ture of the peace process.” 

He said foe “divide remains 
wide” between the Palestinian 
and Israeli positions, especially 
over a five-year interim period of 
self-rule in foe territories. 

Current Israeli proposals “ex- 
clude Jerusalem, the (Jewish) set- 
tlements and the security issue” 
during foe self-rule period, he 
said. 

But they include new elements, 
such as the “link” between the 
interim and final phases of the 
peace talks, plans for elections 
under international supervision. 


Demirel elected Turkish president 


ANKARA (Agencies) — Turkey’s parliament elected veteran Prime 
Minister Suleyman Demirel president Sunday, four weeks after the 
sudden death of his pre d ecessor Torgul Oral. M*. Oral's shadow hung 
over the election process because of controversy over whether Mr. 
Demirel — who heaped blame on the late president for meddling fa 
politics and for wielding his powers unfairly — would end up acting m a 
sunflaiy way. Mr. Demhel won 244 votes in the 4 50- member house, 
securing the absolute majority needed in the first two rounds last week. 
“Pariiamem has doen its duty.. .which is a victory for democracy. ” Mr. 
Demirel. 68. said after the televised vote. His main challenger, Kahrar. 
loan of the Motherland Party — which Mr. Oral founded, received 'it 
votes. The weaker candidates, Lutfu Dogan of the Islamic- 
Fundamentalist Prosperity Party, and Ismail Cem of the Soaa:- 
Dcmocratic People's Republic Party took 47 and 27 votes rcspccnvcly 
Nineteen ballots were spoiled. Mr. Denurei was supported by hu owe 
party, which holds 182 scab, the Populist Social-Democratic ‘Party i54 
seats) and the Ultra-nationalist Nationalist Action Party (13 seats). Mr. 
Demird was sworn in as president later Sunday 


Price: Jordan 100 fib; Saudi Arabia 1-50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams n. 


Jordan 5: ; 
awaiting - ; 
movement & j 
Palestinian^: - 
track ~ * 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Dr. AV -w 
S alem Majali. Jordan's 
negotiator in peace talks ?• 
Israel, has returned home 
the general assessment of i t 
Arabs after the ninth roun£;v_ .r. 
talks was that there was no ntr ;\ 
ress. .i:. 

Dt. Majali, who retur--.- -s. 
home Sunday, was quoted? . • . . 
saying by the Jordan News A, r- 
cy. Petra, that Jordan couldv;-. 
move forward in its track, . 
negotiations with Israel will rv ■; 
movement on the Pale.vtiuid , 
Israeli track. 

Three weeks of Middle I 

peace talks, part of a pic 
which began in Madrid in C 
ber 1991. ended Thursday v 
out agreement on the pnna * 
of Palestinian self-rule, the — 
of the present talks, or a firm 1 « ^ 
for foe talks to resume. w 
Syria and Lebanon arc 
part of foe peace talks. * 

The Jordanian negotia 
team “adheres to Jordan's pr 
pies and the directives of 
Majesty King Hussein by ck - j 
coordinating with the Arab "vt . 
ties involved in the peace tf" _ 
particularly on the Palestifcj*': j 
track of negotiations since £ | 

Palestinian issue is the crux o : ; . 

Middle East conflict.” Dr. if ;- J 
told Petra. Cf 

“The U.S. has fulfilled son~ 
its promises” made prior tc— - 
resumption of the talk:^ 
Washington on April 27. r -' 
Majali said. « v ., ox « 

“On the Jordanian-ls ‘ " *■ 
trades, working groups have . „ j 

formed to discuss the p 
issues," he noted. K -i 

But, he said, the King-, 
could not move forward wit: n "J v 
movement on Palestinian-Is " 

track. 

“The main Arab parties . 

peace talks will be meetnc^ J 
Amman soon to evaluate^' • • » 
outcome of foe ninth rour* ' 

talks and adopt a unified powjfe- - -• 
towards the tenth round, in tftjg v 
of participation strategy IS&L 1 
date," he said. ■. ; ? 

The ninth round of cw- '< 
talks was delayed bccaus&M , 
Israel's provocative actions 
occupied territories wSSP''' j 
prompted the Arabs to sujragrs^ ' j 
foe Palestinian point of vicwM&f h 
ing Arab coordination - 

noted. Aul&L 1 


and legislative powers to be 
granted to the Palestinian self- 
ruling council. 

Dr. Erakat accused Israel and 
the United States of breaking 
several promises made before the 
ninth round of peace talks last 
month. 

Dr. Erakat arrived in Amman 
late Saturday along with two 
other negotiators. Other mem- 
bers of the team, including chief 
delegate Faisal Husseini and 
spokeswoman Han an Ashrawi. 
were in Tunis to brief foe PLO. 

Dr. Erakat said Israel failed to 
meet obligations outlined in a 
U.S.-mediated agreement that 
lured them back into the negotia- 
tions. 

He said one was a clear timet- 
able for the return home of 396 
Palestinian expellees that Israel 
expelled Dec. 17. 

Among other "confidence- 
building measures” that Israel 
promised but did not provide 
were the release of Palestinian 
prisoners in Israeli jails, a halt to i 
Israel's policy of demolishing 
Palestinian homes and a reduc- 
tion of Israeli taxes in the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip, j 
he said. 


Despite its shortcomings, Jordan’s new presjfe 
law more progressive than Arab equivalents® 


By P.V. Vtekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The new Press 
and Publications Law goes into 
effect in Jordan today, having 
passed through its constitution- 
al stages: Approval by the two 
bouses of Parliament (after a 
long and heated debate), en- 
dorsement by Royal Decree 
and its publication in the Offi- 
cial Gazette, a month after foe 
Royal Decree approving it. 

The Law, which replaces a 
1973 legislation, is described 
by officials as an unpre- 
cedented landmark in an Arab 
World long used to repressive 
curbs on the press. But critics 
argue that foe law is not entire- 
ly compatible with the demo- 
cratisauon underway in Jor- 
dan. 

Almost two years of work 
has cone into the legislation, 
which, according to those who 
helped draft it, contains ele- 
ments from current constitu- 
tions in both western and East- 
ern coontries. 

Senior officials agree that 
the tew is not perfect, but 
argue that it is best suited for 
Jordan, given the distinct 
socio-political environment in 
foe country. 

“We have had a long debate 
on foe law, in foe press, in 
Parliament and elsewhere.” 
said Information Minister 
Mahmoud Sharif. “It is not an 
absolutely perfect piece of leg- 
islation and there may still be 
arguments (over its contents), 
but that does not change the 
reality that the law goes into 
effect Monday.” 


“I am very well aware of the 
dark and bright spots in our 
media," said Mr. Sharif, who 
himself worked as a journalist 
for many years. 

“I believe that the new law is 
very progressive when com- 
pared with its equivalents else- 
where in foe Arab World,” he 
said. “It is a great step forward 
in democracy. In due course of 
time, as our democracy de- 
velops further and takes deep- 
er roots, we could seek to plug 
some of the loopholes in it.'’ 

In the meantime, he said. “I 
hope Jordanian journalists, 
particularly the newcomers 
who have come in (to fill the 
requirements) of new political 
party newspapers, will live up 
to their responsibilities and re- 
spect the ethics of the profes- 
sion.” 

The main bone of contention 
of journalists who criticise the 
- tew is what they see as vague 
definitions of sensitive terms 
included in it, including nation- 
al security, Arab and Islamic 
culture and values, “national 
responsibility” and the Jorda- 
nian currency. 

'These journalists say that 
foe ambiguity of definitions 
leaves foe field open for the 
authorities to have their own 
interpretation and adopt action 
against journalists where dis- 
agreement exists. 

Mr. Sharif counters such 
arguments by pointing out that 
it will not be the government 
but the judicial authorities who 
will have the final say in deter- 
mining whether any journalist 
violated the tew. 

‘The tew actually protects 



. Mahmoud Al Sharif 

journalists from government 
action" and offers them foe 
due process of foe judicial sys- 
tem. foe minister said, refer- 
ring to the provision that the 
executive authority has to go to 
court with complaints against 
the press before taking action 
on violations. 

“I believe that foe journal- 
ists need to protect themselves 
from within their ranks, parti- 
cularly against those elements 
who may tend to abuse the 
freedom of press,” he said. 

Critics also argue that there 
are no provisions in foe law. 
whach obligate the government • 
to allow journalists to have' 
'access to documents which 
have direct relevance to public . 
life, and foe absence by itself is 
an infringement upon foe free- 
dom of information. 

Another point raised by 
Jordanian journalists relates to 
a clause stipulating that jour- 


nalists in the Kingdom woqffltAK 
be allowed to practice fofipft? 
profession only if they 
members of the Jordon Prjjjycw 
Association (JPA). This pwp&f 
foe association foe upper 
in determining who could woK raffi , 
in the field and who could dJhb££a- 

Critics say that this is a fogft^ 
of censorship against foe 
dom of association since 
forces journalists to becoi^:j>. 
member of a specific organi(3j|pp 

JPA President Suleiman 
Qudah said the assodatidjfrmj^ 
although it is empowered 
so, does not plan to take lu^i 
clause too seriously. “We ddfspv, : 
want to deprive anyone of foj£$p*«~ 
livelihood.” he said. u Howf|&$< 
er, we would like all joumalap&& : * 
in Jordan to become J B ljiiffi'- 
members in due course.” 

Perhaps the most controvjSSp^ 
sial clause in foe law is 
which forces journalists to 
veal their source of infonf^A; 
tion if tailed upon to do so 
court of tew, 

Many journalists bciiJfew 
that officials will no tonger?rrPf? 
willing to pan with mfornutiSuf^ • 
on government affairs lest f- : 
might lead to their being in*'" - >. V 
cated in cases heard before fls-K'f"; 
courts. ; 

While the government is 
offering any specific respoffi^^fe . 
to such criticism, it is seenjj?||||^ 
relying on the very fact that 
leeway that the Jordanpf^f 
press will have under foe 
is. in itself, a great leap 
ward. I&allll 


(Continued on page 10) 
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Middle East News 


qi marshes calm, 
agers tell visitors 


^ By Jane Arraf 
Reuter 

^OsHUWEEJ, Iraq — British 

.amen tari a ns found all quiet 

. ~n Iraqi-organised trip to the 
,Sin, 3ern marshlands, where the 
Con t accuses Baghdad of trying 
'Pro-ipe out Shi’ite rebels. 

*}[ s ilagers at the edge of the 
K ^te marshes say their biggest 
" *rem is the noise of U.S jets 
K ‘ b blling the skies to protect 
* RJh) ^ rom tbe i rac ji government. 

told opposition Labour 
members Tam Dalyell and 
cuairgg Galloway on a fact- 
■2» mission at the weekend 
xa rrthe marshes were as calm as 
• w "Vaters in which villagers fish 
am 1 05 they have for centuries, 
jp^ighdad has repeatedly denied 
’ n reports and charges by ex- 
.jtftraqis of a military drive to 
;™ out tens of thousands of 

g rebels who took refuge 
lie Gulf war in the southern 
es close to the border with 

e main thing is the flying, it 

‘read 5 the children," said a village 
speah’ Fdeh Suweilhn, referring 
cons 16 some boom of U.S. jets 
mi nulling the southern “no-fly” 
above the idyllic landscape 
said? ter channels and reed beck, 
by fce United States, Britain and 
ate ce have barred Iraq from 
bicag places below its 32nd Para- 
opppo prevent military action 
; lawipst the marshes. 

A/ there is an occupation going 
naikfy the Iraqi army here it's 
conqinly not here and it's certain- 
u daii>t these people and I'd ask 
call fone to snow me evidence of 
drafte it was and who it was,” 

■ woulGalloway said. 

“fi February, the London 
■ very ; rver newspaper printed a 
any rt by a journalist who had 
struct 10 days with Shi'ites in the 
conssh lands and said Iraqi forces 

sd villages every night and 

>ned off water in an attempt 
T ain the marshes and destroy 
1 1 refuge. 

had strenuously denied 

k ;es that irrigation projects 
ed to boost domestic food 
action aimed at divert water 
j^jq the marshlands, 
yojyj. Galloway said he had seen 
bek ess military presence on the 
Thujfrom Baghdad than on his 
dalojient visits to the Israeli- 
pied West Bank, 
jjau Here were no unusual cfaeck- 
stoap on the 480-kilometre ingu- 
lf’ south from tihe capital hut 
raids) and anny tent camps were a 
the dent sight along the road 
ted p Iraqis say is still plagued by 
Thurrt®- 

sharp e cluster of reed houses on 
unea^S e °f the huge A1 Sanaf 
possjhes was the same village all 
Them journalists visit — offi- 


cials said because it was repre- 
sentative of the whole area. 

Ten-year-old girls poled long 
wooden canoes, ferrying the par- 
liamentarians who were among 
the most vocal British opponents 
of the 1991 Gulf war, along water 
channels crowded with dudes and 
geese on a one kilometre ride 
down the marsh. 

In airy guest houses made of 
woven reeds. President Sad d am 
Hussein’s picture hung side by 
side with portraits of Shi’ite reli- 
gious leaders and village elders 
declared their loyalty to Bagh- 
dad. 

“All die children will tell you 
everyone loves Saddam,” said 
one tribal elder. 

“Everyone wants to know what 
is the reason for tins no-fly zone,” 
said the area's top official of the 
ruling Baath Party, Yahya 
Abd ullah. He said daily flights 
had provoked heart attacks and 
miscarriages in the community. 
“We feel we are besieged from 
the air.” 

Mr. Abdallah said saboteurs 
from Iran, above 40 kilometres 
away, occasionally infiltrated Ira- 
qi territory but were usually lol- 
led by villagers themselves. 

The two British MPs said 
Saturday they expected to virit 
two Britons jailed in Iraq and 
would appeal to Deputy Prime 
Minster Tareq Aziz for their re- 
lease. 

Mr. Dalyell and Mr. Galloway 
are the first British MPs to come 
to government-controlled Iraq 
since the Gulf war, which both 
opposed. 

“It was discussed before we 
came, we continued to make in- 
quiries and we think we will be 
able to see the prisoners tomor- 
row (Sunday)," Mr. Galloway 
told Renters while visitiong a 
hospital in the southern Iraqi 
town of Umm Qasr now partly in 
Kuwait. 

Mr. Galloway said they had not 
been in touch with relatives of 
Paul Ride and Michael Wain- 
wright and had no details of the 
well-being of the two, who are 
regularly visited by Russian di- 
plomats representing British in- 
terests in Baghdad. 

Mr. Galloway said he and Mr. 
Dalyell would ask Mr. Aziz in a 
meeting expected Sunday to help 
free the men as a h umanit arian 
gesture. Both are held for illegal 
entry of Iraq. 

*?We will say that there is no 
complaint from us that these peo- 
ple have been unjustly held. They 
would appear to have broken 
Iraq law,” he said. “But I think 
that such a humanitarian gesture 
on the part of the Iraqis should 
help break the permafrost on 
Britain's relations with Iraq.” 

Relatives of three Swedes also 






British Member of Parfiament Tam DalyeB (wear- 
ing glasses) tours the marshes in southern Iraq. 
(Bebw) Mr. DafyeB and feHow MP George GaBo- 


way speak to U-N. officials in tike port of Umm 
Qasr (AFP photo) 



imprisoned for entering Iraq ille- 
gally arrived in Baghdad Satur- 
day. It is their, fourth visit to see 
the men since they were jailed 
last year. 

Diplomats have said Iraq 
promised to free the Swedes after 
Stockholm donated large medi- 
cine shipments in a humanitarian 
gesture but has delayed doing so. 

During their visit to south Iraq 
Mr. Galloway and Mr. Dalyell, 
both Scots, stood at the Iraq- 
Kuwait demarcation line, running 
through Umm Qasr, and said it 
should be redrawn. 

“We can see that this is really 
part of Iraq,*' said Mr. Dalyell. 

A U-N. commission ruled last 
year that die pre-Gulf war bound- 
ary, never officially marked, was 


some distance south of the true 
border. 

The change gives Kuwait most 
of Iraq's main naval base of Umm 
Qasr and a larger share in the 
Rumailah oilfield. Sixty-three 
Iraqi families now living in 
Kuwaiti territory say they will not 
move from then- homes. 

Hospital doctors at Umm Qasr 
told the MPs that U-N. trade 
sanctions in force since Iraq’s 
1990 invasion of Kuwait were 
killing patients because of lack of 
food and medicine. 

“The British government 
should respond to the Iraqi plea 
to unfreeze assets which will be 
used to purchase British phar- 
maceuticals which are desperate- 
ly needed in this hospital and in 


rackdown signals Saudi aim to quash critics 


sCrackdo 

in u 

bortb By Yousef Azroeb 
- Tb Reuter 

detai 

KhaiUBAI — Saudi Arabia’s 
Thtu*ckdown against founders of 
firefi first human rights group 
Gua^nalled the kingdom's deter- 
novtfanation to quash radical cri- 
vUjs of its own fundamentalist 
th e and of Islam, Arab and 
mov«£3tern experts say. 
killecThe group made dear after 
gu anwas set up earlier this month 
. at it aimed to defend 
M . .eachers imprisoned for 
n"m'P° sin S the government’s 
2 qJ 'Si-Western policies and to 
~*"*allenge the Islamic creden- 
thelo^ 5 **** county* 8 judicial 

weste^ They were openly cballeng- 
the legitimacy of the Saudi 
” Th/te* 71 of government. Such a 
allonge could not be allowed 
caiu ^stand,” one Arab expert 

®^^Western diplomats said 
.Though the group did not 
a direct threat to the 
f tuse of Saud that rules the 

Tehra_ 

deen , 

other 
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world’s biggest oil exporting 
state, its formation was prob- 
ably seen as the last straw in 
growing ultra-fundamentalist 

agitati on _ 

The Committee for the De- 
fence of Legitimate Rights was 
viewed as all the more danger- 
ous because it posed as a de- 
fender of a cause that would be 
espoused by human rights 
' activists around the world, the 
experts said. 

Like other governments in* 
tiie region, Saudi Arabia was 
also determined to stamp out 
Islamic extremism that has 
sprouted such movements as 
Egypt’s violent A1 Gama’a A 1 
Islanriya and Al geria 's Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS), banned 
after being prevented from 
winning power by military in- 
tervention. 

“The situation in Saudi Ara- 
bia is nowhere as volatile as 
that in Egypt or Algeria. These 
two are poverty stricken. Saudi 
Arabia is one of the world’s 
richest countries and most of 
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its people are opposed to the 
radicals,” a diplomat said. 

“But they (the government) 
felt the radicals had to be 
stopped,” he added. 

The Saudi royal family rules 
the kingdom as the upholders 
of tiie strict Wahhabi puritanic- 
al tradition of Islam and as 
guardians of Islam’s holiest 
shrines in Mecca and Medina. 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


It was seen as the world’s 
leading Muslim fundamentalist 
power anti) the emergence of 
Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini's Islamic republic in 
Iran 14 years ago. 

The diplomats said that fi- 
gures on the radical right of the 
Saudi royals have been 
preaching an anti-Western and 
anti-modernisation crusade 
ever since more than 500,000 
mainly American non-Muslim 


soldiers were allowed to be 
based in the kingdom after 
Iraq’s August 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

Although the radical 
preachers have been largely 
barred from the mosques, they 
continued to spread their fiery 
message through cassette re- 
cordings and fax transmissions, 
they added. 

Saudi security forces were 
reported Saturday to have 
arrested Mohammad Ben 
Abdullah A1 Masaari, who has 
acted as spokesman for the 
committee since it was founded 
by six religious figures on May 

But Sheikh Abdullah A1 
Masaari, the group’s principal 
figure and Mohammad's 
father, has made dear it will 
not disband despite appeals by 
a senior prince, chastisement, 
by tiie religious hierarchy and 
interrogation by the security 
forces. 

“I told them we shall try and 
try again to convince the au- 


thorities with our good inten- 
tions and the legitimacy of our 
group. I also said we shall 
continue to meet in my house 
or the houses of any erf tiie 
other members,” he said 
Saturday afteT he and another 
of the group's founders were 
questioned. 

The committee is dismissed 
by Saudi officials as a group of 
fanatics who have no following 
within the kingdom. 

Bat diplomats said that 
although their appeal was not 
universal, the radicals toadied 
a sympathetic nerve among 
some Saudis who would tike to 
see greater respect for ' indi- 
vidual rights ana speedier im- 
plementation of reforms that 
would give them a bigger say in 
government. 

The government promised a 
consultative council within six 
months in March last year bat- 
all that happened was that a 
senior judge was appointed as 
speaker. The council itself has 
yet to- be named. 
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Tougher sanctions 


NICOSIA (R)— Axabm^taiOR “ Agopoa! and 
have told Libyan leader Muam- all oil - sources 

mar Qadhafi the West is deter- spare pans. im . 

mined to smash Libya s vital oil said wo 

industry unless he hands over for mediately D t c0 toll wiihin six 
trial two men accused of the industry to a 
Lockerbie plane bombing, .senior . o^ndi imposed 

Arab diplomats said Sunday. The Secu (y against 

They said that although tbc an air force 

measures had yet to be agreed. Libya on Apnl 15. ^ 

Colonel Qadbafi had been given it to hand over for 

until Aug. 15 to meet Western Britain or the V.*. . m b 


Western allies have agreed on 1988 bombing ofa^n Amjumj 
e need for wider sanctions but bo jet overjxckcrbie. Scotian 


are stiQ debating their options at 
the United Nations Security 
Council, the sources said. 

They said the options had been 
outlined to CoL Qadbafi by Arab 
envoys earlier this month as: 

— An American-favoured 
proposal for a full embargo os 
.Libya’s oil sales to prevent its 
export of 136 million barrels a 


in which 270 people died. 

The embargo was imposed also 
to force Libyan cooperation in 
French investigations into the 
bombing of a French airliner oyer 
Niger the following year, in which 
171 people died. 

Libya has so far refused to 
hand over the men. 

The diplomats said that Italy, 

r . y— T iKiun'c 


«DUI[ or unnuu uwihs “ — - .. v 

day of crude, the lifeline of its JFrance and Germany, Libya s 

J - YT n A. I /•lll»nt£- 


o there we have visited,” Mr. 
Galloway told Reuters. 

Western relief officials have no 
accurate statistics on the effect of 
sanctions on Iraq but agree that 
infant mortality has risen since 
the trade ban deprived Iraq of 
cash by shutting in its oil exports. 

American ofl worker Kenneth 
Beaty is in reasonable health in 
an Iraqi jail but there are fears his 
bean condition could worsen, a 
Polish diplomat said Sunday. 

“He is a man who has a history 
of heart problems so although he 
is now in normal health condition 
there is always a risk that his 
health condition could deterio- 
rate,” Jan Piekazski, bead of 
Poland’s American interests sec- 
tion in Baghdad, told Reuters. 

i • a • I 


econo m y. 

— A French porposal to freeze 
.all Libya’s foreign assets, which 
could have tire more severe effect 
of preventing Libya using any oil' 
export revenue and blocking its 
substantial investments abroad. 


Pakistan sets 
deadline for 
unauthorised 
Arabs to leave 

PESHAWAR (AFP) — Pakis- 
tan’s Ninth West Frontier Pro- 
vince has ordered all unautho- 
rised Arab nationals to leave tiie 
courdry by May 31 or face arrest, 
officials said Sunday. 

“Those who fail to exit volun- 
tarily by that date will be 
arrested,'* provincial Home 
Secretary Gulzar Khan said of the 
order, aimed at ridding tiie area 
of Islami c militan ts suspected of 
involvement in terrori s m. 

No official number of Arab 
nationals living in the province 
has been released but estimates 
have put the tally at around 
2 , 000 . 

But officials said the expulsion 
order would not apply to about 
600 Arab nationals living legally 
in the province, which borders 
Afghanist an and was a base to 
many Islamic groups during tiie 
neighbouring country’s 14-year 
war. 

Those pe rmi t t ed to remain in- 
dude some 550 Arabs working 
with registered non-government 
organisations engaged in relief 
activities and students sponsored 
by their governments. 

Mr. Khan said nearly 200 
Arabs, arrested during a police 
sweep since early April, was left 
the country in compliance with 
official orders. 

He did not say where they bad 
gone to, but newspaper reports 
and sources here mentioned 
Sudan or Afghanistan as likely 
destinations. 

lire home secretary said 17 
Arabs were stiD in police custody 
and would be released as soon as 
details of their departure had 
been worked out. 

Reports from Cairo earlier tins 
month said some 230 Arabs had 
been deported to Sudan -but this 
was denied by tire Pakistani gov- 
ernment. 

Meanwhile, two Algerian di- 
plomats had talks here Saturday 
with provincial authorities about 
Peshawar-based Algerians be- 
lieved to be aiding frmdamentafist 
unrest in tire north African coun- 
try, official sources said. 

The diplomats told police that 
the Algerians had been pub- 
lishing provocative literature and 
shipping it back home, the 
sources said, adding that tire pro- 
vincial administration bad 
ordered police to track than 
down. 

A team from Cairo also visited 
the country recently in connec- 
tion with Egyptian nationals be- 
lieved to be abetting terrorist 
activities in Egypt from here. 

The crackdown on illegal 
Arabs b linked to Pakistan’s in- 
tensified efforts to improve its 
internationa l image. 


main European oil clients, 
opposed the ofl embargo propos- 
al. . . 

Fre ezing Libya’s assets would 
Mode its access to annual earn- 
ings of some $10 billion from oil 
exports 


jnp $6.5 tuition m cash and fcoty. 
ings in some firm* workfcwfc. 
into banks in Asia and etewbwe 
in the Third World, out of the 
reach of the West. 

The Europeans argue that m 
assets freeze would keep them 

supplied with oil but force Ubv* 

to draw on its bind* hidden in t»- 
Third World to krep tbc industry 

working . , 

“The French proposal for a 
freeze on assets appear* to be a 
better alternative tot iJ&ya 
face- value... in fart it would be 
more damaging.” the source Mid. 

Ii was not immediately dear 
who backed rhe proposal to block 
the sale of spare parts and 
machinery to Libya, |* c *^d. 

Ubvan Forcign Minister Omar 
Mustafa Al Moausser said ear- 
lier this month his country plan- 
ned to redirect its European in- 
vestments, -except for real cstat^. 
assets, into “sufer areas” in 
booming Asia. 

He said the move was also 
linked to the freezing of Libya’s 
$4 billion assets in the U.S. in 
1986. 


MIDDLE EAST H EWS IN BRIEF 

Leader of Moroccan rights movement said held 

I 

PARIS (AFP) — A prominent member of the Moroccan human 
rights movement whose husband is a political prisoner, has been 
arrested berself and accused of “lese majeste for criticising the 
way prisoners of conscience are treated, three human rights groups 
said m a statement here Saturday. Zulikha Al Akhdan a leader of 
the Moroccan Human Rights Association (AMBH) is alleged to 
have offended King Hassan II and could face up to five years m 
jail Her husband TOel Said is serving 12 years at Kemtra pnson for 
opposing the regime. Zulikha Al Akhdari. a teacher and mother of 
two children, including a 45-day-qld baby, was detained after she ■ 
denouncing a recent deterioration in conditions for political 
prisoners. Prisoners were denied medical care, refused access to 
news. Their mail was censored and they were no longer allowed 
direct contact with visitors, she reportedly said. The three 
movements who disclosed her arrest, namely the Committees 
Against Repression in Morocco (CLCRM). the Moroccan Human 
Rights Defence Association (ASDHOM) and the Association of 
Relatives and Friends of Missing Persons in Morocco (APADM) 
are currently fightin g a move to make Morocco vice-president of 
the World Conference on Human Rights taking place in June in 
Vienna. 

45 people injured in Egypt fire 

CAIRO (AP) — Fire swept a small village in the Nile Delta 
Saturday, injuring 45 people and destroying 160' mud-brick houses. 
No deaths were reported. The state-owned Middle East News 
Agency raid 45 fire brigades took part in extinguishing the fire at 
Kafr Mahmoudia in Sharkia province. It said a short circuit ignited 
the fire in the hay peasants used to store on the roof-tops of their 
houses. Khamasin winds helped spread the fire from house to 
house. Authorities are providing tents to peasants left homeless by 
tire fire that continued for four hours. 

U.N. official, minister visit Sudan camps 

KHARTOUM (AFP) — A senior U.N. aid official and a Sudanese 
government minister have visited refugee camps in western Sudan, 
after reports that people di s pl aced by the civil war were living in 
desperate conditions, state television reported Saturday. Pei«- 
Janyid, tiie United Nations representative in Sudan, and State 
Minister at tire Presidency Ghazi Salaheddin were shown visiting 
tire camps in the Mairam and Abyei areas in the Kordufan region, 
in western Sudan. The official news agency SUNA said up to 
17,000 displaced people were living in the area, trekking to the 
region form Bahr Al Ghazal and Upper Nile regions in southern 
Sudan. They were being driven from die south by harsh economic' 
conditions not the war between government forces and southern 
rebels, tire agency said. During their camp visit Mr. Janvid and 
Salaheddin were briefed by relief workers on the food and health 
situation in tire region- ■ 

Eight killed in Algerian violence 

ALGIERS (R) — Algerian security forces shot dead seven Muslim 
fundamentalists in a series of dashes near the capital in which a 
police sergeant also died, official sources said Saturday. Three 
men, identified as those behind the murder of two gendarmes at 
Wednesday, were killed on Saturday in a hideout at 
Tcpes > bforaetres west of Algiers, sard the gendarmerie, 
quoted by tiie official news agency APS. Another 20 people had 
been arrested over the killings of the security force members. 
Police m anning a road block shot dead two men described as 
^fafroriBts the term officials use foT fundamentalists — at 
Butmadem, the southern outskirts of Algiers Thursday, APS 
said. The men opened fire on the road block, fatally wounding a 
police sergeant, APS said, quoting Algiers police. The same day, 
prtree faUed a mflitant at nearby Baraki. On Friday . in the coastal 
tojra of Boumerdra, 40 kilometres east of Algiers, security forces 
mtaanl. In SkK Frcdj military zone inTipaa 

f< L rCCS sbotdra) w intruder who 
“«i- It gave no other details. 
More than 600 peoplehave been killed in ambushes or clashes to 
Algeria since a state of emergency was decreed in February 1992 

2?* 5S--f , ?? 0n ? e, c f ra PP ed elections the now-bmS fun- 
damentalist Islamic Salvation Front was poised to win 
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Prune Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker Sunday inspects 
road construction along the east coast of the Dead Sea (Petra 
photo) 

Sharif Zeid inspects 
new road construction 


AL ZARA (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
Sunday inspected road construc- 
tion along the east coast of the 
Dead Sea and expressed appre- 
ciation of efforts by the Ministry 
of Public Works which is sponsor- 
ing the project and the General 
Machinery Company which is 
building the road. 

Accompanied by Minister of 
Public Works and Housing Saad 
Hayei Srour and other officials, 
the prime minister was briefed on 
the progress of work as well as 
the difficulties encountered. 

The 31 -kilometre stretch of 
road linking the towns of Zara 
and Ghor Haditha is part of a 
90-kilometre road stretching from 
Sweimeh near the northern edge 
of the Dead Sea and Ghor Safi to 
the southern parts of the sea. 

This part of the road, it was 
explained, is being built through 



HER ROYAL Highness Princess Sarvath A1 Hassan Sunday 
opens the second art exhibition of the Young Muslim 
Women’s Centre for Special Education. According to centre 
director Ghnssoun A1 Farej, the exhibition includes works 
by students at the centre's vocational training section, such 
as knitwear, ceramics, woodwork and paintings. The centre 
was established in 1974 and includes three educational 
sections: .the kindergarten, the school and the vocational 
training section. The exhibit was opened at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 


i^ING ON 


The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
rime and place with the concerned institutions. 


■,^v4 .Matrix O 


^ Exhibition c£ lire Young Muslim Women's Society at the Royal 
CulturaS Centre. 

* Art exhibition entitled “Fragments: Weavings and Works on 
Paper” by Kevin A. Much and Margaret M. Much at the 
American Centre. 

☆ Exhibition of paintings by Suha Katibah Notxrsi at the Spanish 
Cultural. 

-tfr Art exhibition of works by artists from Jordan, Iraq and 
Morocco at Alia Art Gallery. 

* Children’s illustration exhibition by Lamia Abdul Sahib at the, 
British Council. 

* Exhibition of paintings by students from Nazareth College at 
the French Cultural Centre. 

f Exhibition of pointings by Ad nan A1 Sharif at Baladua Art 
Gallery. 


■fr Lecture entitled “Humeinia and the Abbasid Revolution” by 
Dr. Robert Sdricb at the Friends of Archaeology Centre at 7 
p-m. 


31® INVITATION - (BY SEALED ENVELOPE) 
The Ports Corporation — Aqaba 

The Ports Corporation wishes lo sell by auction the 
"floating restaurant" which consists of the following parts: 
Main structure - Barge made of marine steel. 
Superstructure — (shelter accommodation) - closed 
dining room terrace, kitchenware. 

Those interested in this auction are kindly requested to 
report to tenders secretary at the Ports Corporation, 
Aqaba during working ours to collect bid copies against a 
non-refundable sum of JD 50. 

Closing date for the sale of bids is Saturday, May 27, 
1993, 12:00 hrs. Deadline for accepting offers is Sunday, 
June 13, 1993, 10:00 hrs. An accredited cheque or bank 
guarantee of JD 10,000 should be submitted with. offers. 
Offers submitted by sealed envelope and offers which do 
not met above conditions will not be considered. 

Dr. Dureld Mahasneh 
Director General 


Public debate continues over 
amending of election law 




Her Royal Highness Princess Basina Sunday opens a seminar entitled “Towards a National 
Strategy on Women in Jordan” 

Princess Basma urges more women’s 
involvement in socio- economic life 


extremely rough terrain. 

Work on the road had original- 
ly started in 1987, was halted in 
1990 because of the former con- 
tractor's default, and was re- 
sumed under new contractors last 
July. 

The road, which is expected to 
cost JD 11,690,350, is due to be 
completed by August this year. 

Sharif Zeid and his party also 
inspected progress on the con- 
struction of the Wadi Mujib 
Bridge by the Bitar and Saleh 
Contracting Company. 

Hie bridge is located at the 
mouth of the Wadi Mujib River, 
and will link Zarqa-Ghor with the 
northern and southern parts of 
the Zarqa-Ghor Haditha High- 
way. 

The 140-metre long, 13.5 metre 
wide bridge costs JD 1,488,980, 
and is expected to be completed 
by the end of November 1993. 


AMMAN (Petra) — “Current 
circumstances faring Jordan and 
the major challenges looming 
ahead require that we reconsider 
our priorities in all sectors, parti- 
cularly in matters of concern to 
women,” said Her Royal High- 
ness Princess Basina Sunday. 

In opening a seminar entitled 
“Towards a National Strategy on 
Women in Jordan,” the Princess 
called for further involvement of 
women in all aspects of social and 
economic life. 

Those women who are known 
to be deeply concerned over pub- 
lic issues and women's affairs 
should be Involved in a positive 
and constructive dialogue to 
promote and enrich the Jorda- 
nian national strategy on women 
which came into being last year, 
said the Princess. 

She added that this and other 
efforts are required to genuinely 
represent women with different 
affiliations and various political 
orientations and enable them to 
express and attain their aspira- 
tions. 

Jordanian women have an im- 
portant role to play in the current 


stage, but this role should be 
based on sound and correct 
understanding of the principles of 
Islam and should also aim at 
meeting national aspirations. 
Princess Basma stressed. She said 
the National Committee on 
Women's Affairs (NCWA) ought 
to work out a defined and applic- 
able programme and should sug- 
gest a special mechanism for its 
implementation. 

The NCWA. the Princess 
added, requires backing from va- 
rious women's sectors so that it 
can contribute more effectively 
towards serving the nation’s 
causes and interests. 

Echoing Princess Basma's 
views. Upper House of Parlia- 
ment member Ahmad Obeidat 
called for increased women's par- 
ticipation in public affairs. 

In his address to the seminar, 
Mr. Obeidat said the holy Koran 
underlined the importance of 
women in society and advocated 
women's sharing with men in 
trade, agriculture, vocational 
training and all aspects of public 
life. 

It is therefore unreasonable to 


see women’s potential lying idle 
in Arab and Islamic societies in 
an age of science and technology, 
Mr. Obeidat stressed. 

Jordanian women's role in 
socio-economic development was 
advocated by the National Char- 
ter, which called for involving 
women in national development 
programmes, he said. 

The senator called on planners 
and derision-makers to take into 
consideration the effective role of 
women in all matters of concern 
to the Jordanian society. 

At the seminar, Taher Hikmat, 
a noted lawyer, submitted a 
working paper tackling the legal 
and political dimensions of 
women's involvement in public 
life and women’s political rights. 

Ministry of Education Secret- 
ary General Munther Masri pre- 
sented a working paper noting 
that women’s participation in 
economic affairs was relatively 
low. 

Tbe paper said there exists a 
high level of unemployment 
among Jordanian women, 
reaching 34.4 per cent of the total 
work force. 


By Sa’eda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Parliament deputies 
Sunday insisted that the issuance 
of any temporary law without its 
passing through the legislature is 
unconstitutional, and the leader 
of the Communist Party called on 
the government to clarify its real 
intentions regarding the amend- 
ment of tire current election law. 

Representing various political 
streams, three deputies, Abdul 
Ra’ouf Ai Rawabdeh, Hamm am 
Sa’eed and Hussein Mjalli, along 
with Secretary General of tbe 
Jordanian Communist Party 
Yacoub Zayadin expressed their 
discontent over the numerous 
gaps in the current elections law 
in a conference at the Profession- 
al Union Complex. They also 
called on the public and the 
media to reject a temporary 
(election) law that may be issued 
by the government. 

Tbe speakers agreed that such 
a step (issuing a temporary law) if 
adopted by the government 
would be “unconstitutional,'' and 
asked that in case such a step was 
taken that Parliament be con- 
vened in an extraordinary session 
to discuss the matter “since it is 
the legitimate representative of 
the majority.” 

“Only through constitutional 


' channels is a constitutional right 
acquired said deputy Rawab- 
deh, a staunch opponent of any 
amendment. "Tbe temporary law 
is issued only in cases of earth- 
quakes, wars and major crises 
mien the assembly of deputies is 
nearly impossible." 

Speakers at the conference, 
who agreed on tbe necessity to 
convene the Parliament in birder 
to discuss the main points of the 
law and proposed amendments 
to be taken there of, differed 
however over tbe best model to 
be adopted. 

Deputy Mjalli maintained that 
when tbe current election law was 
adopted, considerations of equal- 
ity among citizens at all levels had 
been taken into account. 

But deputy Rawabdeh said the 
“equality principle” is relative. 
He went on to criticise, as deputy 
Mjalli did, the various proposals 
and forms of a future law. 

Tbe one-man-one-vote law, for 
example, Mr. Rawabdeh said, 
can be applied at a later stage 
when political parties gain experi- 
ence and popularity and become 
a natural feature in the public and 
political life of Jordan. 

Still, Hamraaxn Sa’eed from 
the Muslim Brotherhood said 
that any discussion of the law and 
tbe form it should take should be 
carried out in Parliament. He 


asked for popular rejection of 
any, solely government endorsed 
law, saying that the issuance of a 
temporary law while Parliament 
was in recess “is a disgrace to our 
democratic process.” 

When the conference turned to 
discussing a. Parliament seat 
quota for women, a debate was 
spurred, not only among the 
speakers but also among partici- 
pants who insisted on knowing 
deputy Sa’eed's opinion on the 
quota system and the presence of 
women in Parliament. 

Dr. Sa’eed said he rejects the 

3 uota system and that he believed 
tat women had access to educa- 
tion for a long time and were 
politically more aware than their 
male counterparts- 
“Not to women only, but we 
reject the quota system to all 
other sects and groups," he said. 
“Women have participated in the 
electiohs and were the ones who 
derided who to elect.” 

Mr. Zayadin, who called fc*. j 
quota for women in his speech 
several times, said that since peo- 
ple are not politically aware at 
this stage and the democratic 
process was still in its beginnings, 
a quota for women has to be 
introduced, otherwise “women 
will be prevented from rate of 
their basic rights: To be repre- 
sented in Parliament and be 
heard." 


Environmental protection efforts 
outlined at U.N. -sponsored meeting 


Free zone group heads for Damascus talks 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Jord an 
Free Zones Corporation (JFZC) 
hopes to play a key role at busi- 
ness conference in Damascus in 
order to boost foreign invest- 
ments in free zones in Aqaba and 
Zaiqa, according to JFZC Direc- 
tor General Falah Qudah. 

Speaking shortly before head- 
ing for the conference opening 
Sunday, Mr. Qudah said the 
Jordanian delegation will hold 


direct talks with the participating 
businessmen from other Arab 
states and proride them with 
information and literature on the 
free zone activities and invest- 
ments. 

The delegation, which groups 
busines sme n and representatives 
of the JFZC, the Jordanian pri- 
vate and public sectors and tbe 
Chambers of Industry and Trade, 
will also explain the various facili- 


ties offered to investors in Jor- 
dan. 

The three-day meeting, enti- 
tled “Arab Investments and the 
Challenges of the 1990's,” aims to 
open the door for businessmen 
and investors from the Arab 
World to study means of using 
their capital within the Arab re- 
gion and stem the flow of Arab 
capital to foreign countries, Mr. 
Qudah explained. 


NAIROBI (Petra) — Minister of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs and 
the Environment Abdul Razzaq 
Tubeishat Sunday addressed a 
United Nations sponsored meet- 
ing here outlining Jordan's en- 
deavours and activities in protec- 
ting the environment and con- 
serving nature. 

In his address to the United 
Nations Environment Program- 
me (UNEP) 17th board meeting. 

Dr. Tubeishat said Jordan was 
among tbe first group of nations 
to endorse resolutions and inter- 
national conferences and put into 
force international agreements 
regarding the protection of the 
environment. 

■ • He added that the country pre- 
pared a national programme for 
tbe 21st centuty and has worked 
out plans that are considered 
complementary to sustainable de- 
velopment. 


Jordan has established several 
wild life and natural reserves and 
has been closely cooperating with 
regional and international orga- 
nisations concerned with environ- 
mental protection, noted the 
minister, emphasising that the 
Kingdom’s concern for the en- 
vironment has assumed priority 
in its political and socio-economic 
activities. 

The Nairobi meeting is discus- 
sing the environment and its dose 
relation to economic develop- 
ment, particularly in the third 
world.. _ v . ;• • 

Referring to a UNEP; report 
about the general environ mental 
conditions of the world in; 1992, 
the minister noted that the report 
drew a grim picture of the situa- 
tion and underlined that the 
world should find solutions to 
environment-related problems as 
a pre-requisite for attaining sus- 





Abdul Razzaq Tubeishat 

tainable development in the next 
century. 

urged industrialised and 
advanced nations to help poor 
countries benefit from modem 
technology to help them protect 
the environment and attain eco- 
nomic progress. 


Women’s union chief 
promises changes 


iV-?; 


By Sa’eda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — The President of the 
Women’s Union in Jordan 
(WUJ), Asma Khader, Sunday 
promised substantial changes in 
the union's policy and infrastruc- 
ture to upgrade women’s status in 
the country. 

In tbe first press conference 
held after the union’s elections 
last month, Mrs. Khader said the 
union seeks, at present, to restore 
to the women’s movement its 
dignity and honourable status af- 
ter the difficult stages the union 
has passed through since its 
establishment in 1974. 

She said that the union had 
derided to re-issue “Al Ra’eda” 
magazine (which was suspended 
in the 1980s) and is seeking ather 
headquarters that would meet the 
union’s basic needs and projects. 
Its activities, die said, _ will aim 
mainly at enhancing women’s sta- 
tus, and its seminars will be 
directed at informing women of 
their rights and the means used to 
obtain them. 

“We won’t be able to have a 
direct participation in political 
action,” she said in response to a 
question on the union’s participa- 
tion in tbe next parliamentary 
elections. But, she maintained 
“we will raise public awareness of 
democracy and human rights 
through the democratisation of 
the union itself and through in- 
forming women of their political 
rights.” 

The WUJ president, who is a 
member of the Arab Organisa- 
tion for Human Rights as well as 
Amnesty International, pointed 
out that a committee charged 
with promoting human rights has 
already been formed, among va- 
rious others in the union, as part 
of their information strategy. 
Others include a cultural, in- 
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formation, support for the intifa- 
da and a financial committee. 

As part of her strategy towards 
innovation and change, Mrs. 
Khader said that several amend- 
ments have to be introduced to 
the union’s current interior reg- 
ulations. The proposals, which 
will be presented by WUJ’s judi- 
cial committee, will be endorsed 
by the founding committee, she 
explained. 

The women movement suf- 
fered major setbacks in tbe 1970s 
and 1980s that influenced its ac- 
tions and accomplishments, 
observers say. 

The WUJ was dissolved in 1980 
and was replaced by the GWU. 
WUJ resumed its functions in 
1989 with the restoration of par- 
liamentary life. Both unions now 
represent women in Jordan; WUJ 
representing- independent 
women, and GWU aocepts only 
members of women's societies. 

Mrs. Khader announced that 
tbe union will attempt to gain 
membership in the General 
Women's Union (GWU). 

“We head towards cooperation 
with all institutions that are con- 
cerned with women’s issues,” she 
said. But “none of them has the 
right to claim that it is the sole 
representative of women in Jor- 
dan,' 1 she stressed. 

The WUJ elections last month 
were a testimony to the radical 
change that occurred inside the 
union, Mrs. Khader said. 

Membership in WUPs admi-. 
nistration committee, originally 
planned to be achieved through 
acclamation, at the end were 
achieved through proper elec- 
tions and produced an unex- 
pected result. Asma Khader re- 
placed Da’ad Ma'ath who had 
been the president for almost 20 
years. Equal representation of all 
political streams in WUJ's admi- 
nistration committee, as would 
have resulted through acclama- 
tion, was not adiieved, she said. 

THe 11-member administrative 
committee includes: Nadia Sham- 
roukh, Muyasar Sa’di, Kawthar 
Arar, Amineh Dahbour, Hikmat 
Halasa, Sabah Abu Hucfeia, 
Da’ad Ma’ath, Lai la Naffa’, Yve- 
tibe Abash, and Eugeny Haddan. 

According to Mrs. Khader 
WUJ’s resorting to election in- 
stead of acclamation and the re- 
sults of elections “showed that 
the general committee heads to- 
wards renewal and change in 
leadership." 


INTERNATIONAL 
CONSTRUCTION AWARD 
I he Sole International Award 

For -C 

Construction And Associated V-& 

industry 

"Editor:al Ofice". in cooperation wither 
the Trade Leaoers Club has awarded- 
AMMOUN MAINTENANCE & CONTRACTING Co, \ 
the International Construction Award 1 
1993. in Madrid. Spam , ; r . 

This Internationa! award. has ceenCl 
c r eatea in Europe to reward hrms; 
around the world which distinguished ” 
.themselves in one of the branches 
concerning an Important socio- • 
economic industry as the neid or cor - . 
structior and its allied building acriv- ' 
ities. 

The selection committee, has a warded 

AMMOUN MAINTENANCE & CONTRACTING Co 

for their outstanding aehervernenwm 
innovation 'in their field and on me 
price-quality ratio' o: their products .| 

AMMOUN MAINTENANCE & CONTRACTING Co., 
a Jordanian company, nas outshone 
and surpassed other comoet.'-ors :n a 
technical arid highy competitive field. 


Wp are proua to have participated’ in 
presenting Jordan as a weed .eeder 
; :n . inr wallop; qua-ity and com- 
petence. • 


Co-partners : 

ELIAS GEORGE BADDOUR 
AMMAR KHALDOUN MALHAS 


<1MC 



AMMOUN MAINTENANCE & CONTRACTING Co. : 
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.'.YT AL SHAAB daily Sunday questioned the wisdom behind 
.'•uts lo convene a 10th session of Middle East peace talks, 
; wig that in light of Israel’s attitude nothing can be achieved in 
coming meeting. Now that the ninth session has ended in total 
“-rose, due to Israel’s continued intransigence and Wasbing- 
: "'s' disregard .of its own pledges, there can be no need for a 10th 
; r ion. said the paper. Instead of playing the role of full partner 

- help the Arabs and the Israelis to reach agreement, the U.S. 

- played a role in aborting the talks by strongly siding by Israel 
; -.1 its attitude, stressed the paper. It said that the U.S. 
■ linisi ration bears the full blame for the aborted session since it 

- - ;ged on its own promises and encouraged Israel to go ahead 
" >. its inhuman practices against the Palestinians and to adhere 

;? s intransigent stand on to the U.N. resolutions. One really 
.-iweis why the U.S. administration is calling for yet another 
?.d at a time when it realises that it has played an instrumental 
1 in aborting the talks and in providing cover for Israel's 
: :tices, continued the daily. The paper said there can be no 

- enable ground on which the Arabs can meet with the Israelis 
■i rjid there is no logic in responding to a all for another 
■•ng which is also bound to achieve nothing. 

f ‘OLUMNIST in AI Ra*f daily said that the current pressure 
. .* viwd by the United States and its allies on the Arab Nation is 
l- .:-iy intended to force them to abandon their rights and 
: to the Zionist wishes and desires. Salah Jarrar said that 

: -:..s sive is manifested by the current siege on Iraq, Jordan, 
I* ? ••■oimfans and the Libyans. Hie blockade imposed on these 

- slates has been going on before, during and after the 

- , ;; <i -^ace negotiations in Washington, coinciding also 
a ri.r.’ied Israeli air raids on South Lebanon and its 

! p ractices against the Palestinians in the occupied Arab 

• . fJd the writer. These crimes committed by the enemies of 
; - • '.ray World are regarded as one form of pressur exercised on 
” ; ;\riib leaders in order to force them to accept Israel's 
.- .liik nx lor a settlement of the Arab-Israeli conflict, added the 
j jvcr. The lesson that the Arabs ought to learn from these 
' -civs r.nd this attitude, he said, is dean that the restoration of 

I . ,‘b rights can come only through an honourable peace or 
1 \ rough war. He said that as long as this is die case, the Arabs 
, - :y!ci uui. aive up their national pride and succumb to Israel's 
I ■ \j -.bj. he stressed, should by no means sacrifice 

• r canity and their rights at the negotiating table. 
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to solve disputes 


.T A TIME when the peace process is East reaching 
ritical mass after the deadlock of the ninth round of 
'lateral talks, there is an added sense of urgency to 
;e Palestinian request for emergency and long-term 
Mjaomic support. <C I call economic development the 
jtpport system for the peace process,” declared Saeb 
rakat. vice-chairman of the Palestinian delegation to 
;e bilateral peace talks. “How can you negotiate, 
Iter all, when the economic atmosphere in the 
-^copied territories is so poor?” 

This assessment sums up the dire situation in the 
Vest Bank and Gaza Strip which, if it continues to be \ 
: elected by the world, will only create a Himat» that i 
. most hostile to the continuation of the peace I 
foliations between Israel and the various Arab i 
- ; irises. We support the thesis that the inte rnational 1 

• immunity, beginning with the rich Arab states, needs 
; invest in the peace process, first of all by supporting 

. Lonomicaily the well-being of the Pal estinians under 
jcupation. 

The U.S. has pledged some $14 milli on to the 
coaomy of the occupied territories. The European 
Jconomic Community (EC) has also offered 
: isergeng- and short-term aid to the Pales tinians in a 
;:Sd to improve their living conditions and help make 
; ! iem more amenable to various conceptions of peace. 

: After a quarter of a century of occupation and in the 
;:*ake of Israel’s decision to seal off the West Bank and 

■ ’•to Strip more than, six weeks ago, the socio- 
i r.roaomie conditions of the Palestinians have gone from 

■ ad to worse. Under such circumstances, the occupied 

• jrriiorres have become an even bigger breeding 

■ round for extremism accentuated by frustration over 
j-w lack of any meaningful progress ii the peace talks 
vtmS exacerbated by poverty, deprivation and unem- 
;-iOyment. Such a sorry state rf affairs is a potent 
: itscriplioa for violent strife and desperate acts. 

: The Arab Gulf states should be in the forefront of 
: >e comity of nations supporting the economy of the 
‘ ■?i :stmsans by investing in their territories on a scale 
at would really make a difference to the state of mind 
-a<? well-being of the people. Hie industrial countries 
•r the north must likewise strive to keep peace hopes 
•ivs by transferring funds and technology to the 

■ copied territories. As a matter of feet, the entire 
;ar!d has a stake in the efforts to attain peace in the 
riddle East and this it can help achieve by improving 
:-lramat£cally the economic infrastructure of the 
■iiicstiiiian homeland. Even without Palestinian lead- 
■fs pleading for such support, it should be self-evident 

at the aid the people of the occupied territories may 

■ may not receive can make or break the peace 
:: ;ccss. 


U.N.’s bizarre ways 


Where does world stand on Bosnia? 


Apparently United Nations Secretary General Boutros GhaH has 
not read lately the charter of the organisation that he heads. This 
much became obvious when he declared, in the wake of U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren Christopher’s failure to convince his 
nation's doses western allies to accept a more forceful action 
against Serbia, that the United Nations should continue to pursue 
a peaceful resolution of the conflict. Dr. Gbali came out with this 
bizarre assessment in spite of the passage of more than one year of 
Serbian atrocities, acts of genocide and crimes against humanity. 

Meanwhile, the U.N. Security Council, whose course of action 
the secretary general tries hard to influence, is beginning to look 
ally after postponing promised action against Serbian forces for 
the umpteenth time. In the process, its prestige has eroded and its 
credibility is being questioned. 

It is hard to know what went through the mind of Dr. Gfaali 
when be prescribed perpetual pursuit of a peaceful settlement of 
the Serb-Bosnian conflict after more than one year of genodde 
and war crimes. It is indeed perplexing that the bead of the 
international organisation has yet to be shocked enough by the 
Serbs' atrocities to give up on the pursuit of a peaceful resolution 
of the crisis there, especially after countless efforts were invested 
in that direction to no avail. Every time the world thought that the 
time had come for meaningful action in rump Yugoslavia, another 
excuse was concocted to legitimise additional procrastination. 
Meanwhile, thousands of more people have been killed, wounded 
or subjected to horrific atrocities. 

I bring to the attention of Dr. Ghali the following submissions 
based on the very charter that he invokes to condone non- 
effective action against the Serbs. It is true that Article 33 of the 
U.N. Charter stipulates that “the parties to any dispute, the 
continuation of which is likely to endanger the maintenance of 
international peace and security, shall, first of all, seek a solution 
by negotiation, enquiry, mediation, arbitration, judicial settle- 
ment ..." and so on.' But surely Dr. Ghali does not see this 
article under Chapter VI of the charter as applicable to the 
Bosnian situation. The kind of genocide and war crimes that the 


Serbs have been committing against their neighbours is not 
exactly a “dispute,” that calls for just a peaceful settlement! We 
are not talking here about a civil war between warring factions. 
We are talking about a war crimes machine that took the shape of 
untold atrocities, systematic rape and torture of thousands of girls 
and women and the mass execution of thousands of innocent 
civilians. Does the U.N. secretary general and tike-minded people 
still believe that a peaceful solution is the most appropriate? 

No, Dr. Ghali, it is neither appropriate nor sensible or fair to 
even suggest such a course. X invite Dr. Ghali and the representa- 
tives of Moscow and Paris at the Security Council to get 
acquainted again with Chapter VII of the U.N. Charter. Article 
39 states that the “Security Council shall determine the existence 
of any threat to the peace, breach of the peace, or act of 
aggression and $haii make recommendations, or decide what 
measures shall be takan in accordance with Articles 41 and 42, to 
maintain or restore international peace and security." The 
important lines appear in Article 42 and they read as fbDows: 
“Should the Security Council consider that measures provided for 
in Article 41 would be inadequate or have proved to be 
inadequate, it may take such action by air, sea, or land forces as 
may be necessary to maintain or restore international peace and 
security. Such action may include demonstrations, blockade, and 
other operations by air, sea, or land forces of Members of the 
United Nations.” . 

If we ran only convince the head of die international organisa- 
tion that all efforts exerted under Article 41 (measures not 
involving the use of force) to stop the Serbian atrocities have 
failed miserably, maybe he can be talked into accepting the 
inevitability of the deployment of force. More than fifteen months 
have passed. Dr. Ghali, without the sort of means that you are 
still proposing yielding any results. How much longer do you want 
the people of Bosnia to suffer before the rest of mank i n d sitting 
comfortably on soft sofas can be convinced to move a finger? I say 
that time is much overdue for every additional delay will take an 
even heavier toll on the defenceless civilians in war-torn Bosnia. 



Sudanese perish amid international 
efforts to halt 10-year war 


By Pauline jdinek 

The Associated Press 

KONGOR, Sudan — Dozens of 
starving and dazed children wait 
for milk and a biscuit at a refugee 
centre near this war-torn town. 

Kilometres away, a rebel com- 
mander threatens to shoot down 
any relief plane carrying food to a 
-rival tribe. 

Meanwhile, in foreign capitals, 
Sudanese men in suits negotiate 
fitfully at meetings that no one 
believes will end the misery soon. 

Diplomats and other .officials 
have referred to Sudan's civil war 
as a “human catastrophe,” calling 
it “appalling” and a “hell on 
earth." An estimated 4 million of 
its 27 million people are said to be 
facing starvation, disease, 
homelessness Or terrorising war- 
fare — while at the mercy of 
increasingly erratic fighting 
forces. 

The civil war in Africa’s largest 
country began in 1983, when 
black Christians and ammists of 
the south rose up against the 
Islamic fundamentalist govern- 
ment in the Arab north. 

Tbe war started as a fight for 
religious, economic and political 
rights for the southerners, who 
are mostly nomadic herders. But 
the rebel movement split in late 
1991, and many observers believe 
the war has degenerated into a 
tribal power struggle of rebel 
against rebel. 

Instead of fighting the govern- 
ment, rebels burn and pillage 
each other’s villages, steal each 
'Other’s cattle and destroy or loot 
international aid compounds set 
up in rival territory. 

“They have lost track of the 
war... the objective," Barry Wan- 
ji, a rebel commander, said at a 
news conference in early May in 
Kenya's capital, Nairobi. “It is 
personal pride, personal interest 
that is guiding them. “Tbe guns 
we are using to kill ourselves 
should have only been pointed 
against the enemy/’ 

But in the next breath he- 
announced that he and six other 
commanders were breaking away 


from a rebel “unity coalition” 
formed only a month earlier and 
would create yet another rebel 
fighting force. 

If they succeed, they will join 
at least two existing rebel fac- 
tions, the Sudanese Army and 
several roaming Arab and tribal 
militias already creating chaos in 
southern Sudan, an area more 
than twice the size of France. 

In .the last 10 years, up to 1 
million people have been killed 
by fighting, starvation and the 
many diseases that easily ravage a 
body weakened by hunger, relief 
workers say. 

Two miflion are said to be 
homeless, and several million 
more have at one time or another 
been pushed from their homes 
and fanning and grazing lands by 
fighting. Some have moved three 
and four times. Floods in some 


areas and drought in others have 
added to the manmade devasta- 
tion. 

Over the years, the govern- 
ment and rebels have hampered 
relief efforts, but only in recent 
months have combatants laun- 
ched outright attacks on aid 
workers. 

At tbe end of September, re- 
bels of tbe John Garang faction, 
largely of the Dinka tribe, killed 
three relief workers and a jour-' 
nalist, the United Nations be- 
lieves. In late March, another 
Garang fighter was stopped at the 
last moment from shooting a 
U.N. worker in an area control- 
led by the Riek Machar rebel 
group, largely from the Nuer 
tribe. 

Though Col. Garang 
announced a unilateral ceasefire 
with the government in mid- 
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Out of sight, 
out of mind 


By Richard Harwood 


ONE OF tbe first laws of Amer- 
ican journalism is that we follow 
the flag and the guns. That gets is 
into a lot of places we had never 
heard of before — Bosnia being 
the latest example — and gets us 
out of them quickly once the 
bodies are buried and the shoot- 
ing stops. 

I was reminded of this by a 
Wail Street Journal editorial on 
Nicaragua. 

Nicaragua? I'd forgotten all 
about tbe place. A few years ago, 
die press was obsessed with the 
story. The fate of Western Civi- 
lisation, not to mention the Soul 
of America and the future of our 
political parties, was said to hang 
in the balance. 

Today ex-Sandinistas live in 
hilltop mansions surrounded by 
stolen works of an, like the 
Somodstas they displaced. We 
know little about what is going on 
because the press has other fish to 
fry. Nicaragua, the foreign editor 
of the Journal observes, has 
“sunk into the obscurity it so 
richly deserves.” 

It was almost 10 years ago that 
241 U.S. servicemen, mostly 
Marines, died in a terrorist bomb 
attack on their barracks in Beirut. 
Journalists came from all over the 
world to watch the ethnic cleans- 
ing among Christians, Sunnis, 
Smites, Druse, Israelis, French- 
men, Americans and Syrians. 
The story gave us daily pictures 
and headlines for the front page 
and daily tops for the evening 
news. We discovered Hizbollah. 

I cannot now recall dearly 
what great strategic interests 
drew us into that place, although 
it was a helluva story 'while it 
lasted. I don’t know what they 
say on Memorial Day at the 
gravesides of those Marines. The 
press has abandoned the place. 
So have many of the diplomats 
who once made (or lost) their 
reputations there. The Israelis 
continue to muck around in the 
south and drop the occasional 
bomb in the north, but if multi- 
tudes in the West care, they keep 
it to themselves. 

The 10th anniversary of the 
liberation of Grenada also trill be 
observed tins year, but T doubt 
we will hear much about it. It 
didn't last lcm£ enough to create 
any journalistic legends. 

The great Panamanian war of 
1989 is still fresh in some memor- 
ies, but not many. Planeloads of 
journalists descended out of the 
skies as vultures seek carrion and 
departed as quickly when tbe 
guns feD silent I couldn’t for the 


life of me recite the name of Gen. - j 
Noriega’s successor. " * 

The Gulf war is not an essen- 
tially different story. The journa- - 
listic horde with its technicians * 
and bangecs-on was immoderate, 
fining up every decent hotel in 
Dhahran and Riyadh. Tbe esti- 
mates run up to nearly 2,000, a 
number far in excess of the 
American press corps assigned to 
the coverage of World war IL 
Some of the larger papers have * 
continued to 'monitor postwar * 
events in the Gulf and find some ■ 
meaning for it all. But for the 
press in general, the Gulf war is ~ 
ancient history. 


“Journalists have 
been chasing after 
wars for two cen- 
turies. They do 
good work. But 
their attention 
span is limited, 
and there are rare- 
ly happy endings to 
the tale.” 


That is also true of Somalia. •' 
When U.S. Marines and Seals , 
landed last December to impose 
law and order on the natives, they ' 
were met at the beaches by bun- •• 
dreds of cameramen and repor- 
ters in freshly purchased safari " 
suits. Somalia is still Somalia, and ■; 
people will continue to starve.'*; 
But the press corps, except for '* 
the permanent African hands, is ' 
back on the police and statehouse ' - 
beats in a hundred or more __ 
American towns. 

Afghanistan, where Dan ' 
Rather made a dramatic appear- ';' 
ance in native garb some years 
ago, also has been abandoned ‘ 
with no indication of how that " 
story will end. But if the Clinto- ;; 
mans dispatch U.S. forces to Bos- " 
nia or other precincts of the ' 
“former Yugoslavia,” the 
anchors will return to foreign soO ' 
and the press corps immediately 
will double, triple or quadruple in . 
size.' 7 - 

Journalists have been chasing 
after wars for two centuries. They ’ 
do good work. But their attention 
span is limited, and there- are; 
rarely happy endings to the tale ** 
— The Washington Post. .* 
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March, he began an offensive just 
two weeks later against the 
breakaway Macbar faction. 
Fighting spread through several 
towns that U.N. agencies said 
were among the most hard-hit by 
famine, an area relief workers 
call “the hunger triangle. 1 ’ 

Col. Garang’s troops destroyed 
new feeding centres, and the un- 
rest disrupted U.N. aid flights to 
six of the 23 sites to which it flies 
in food. Officials estimated 
thousands of severely mal- 
nourished people died and 
thousands more were forced to 
flee to the bush, where there is no 
food. 

“But we're not giving up, we’re 
not going away,” said Rob Had- 
ley, Nairobi spokesman for the 
U.N. Children’s Fond, which 
coordinates Sudan relief efforts 
with die world food programme 
and private agencies. “We’re 
going to be back in all of these 
places that we’ve pulled out of 
and we are going to take care of 
those people.” 

Efforts to protect relief opera- 
tions are under way but moving 
slowly. 

Several countries and interna- 
tional organisations are pushing 
to persuade all sides to end the 
war — or at least persuade tbe 
rebels to honour a December 
pact aimed at protecting relief- 
work. 

In the Nigerian capital, Abuja, 
the Sudanese government and 
Col. Garang faction have re- 
sumed peace talks that had been 
stalled for several months. But 
international observers are not 
holding out great hope for tbe 
talks. 

Officials from the United 
States, Britain and other nations 
say international intervention — 
perhaps through the U.N. Secur- 
ity Cmmal — may become neces- 
sary. 

But with the United Nations 
already mounting peacekeeping 
operations in Somalia, Yugosla- 
via and Cambodia, no one has 
said what that intervention might 
be. 


LETTERS . 


No more memorials! 


Tbe following letter , by Jan Singleton, a resident of Amman, was 
addressed to Time magazine columnist Charles Krauthammef in 
reply to die latter's article, “Holocaust: memory and resolve, ” 
that appeared in the magazine's May 3, 1993 issue. In the article, 
which was written to coincide with the opening of tbe Holocaust 
Museum in Washington last month . Krauthammer reviewed the 
history of persecution of the Jewish people and contended that ~ 
Israel was the guardian of Jewish history. He concluded^ that. 
“Israel today lives under the specter of annihilation” by Saddam 
Hussein and Muslim fundamentalists: 

I congratulate you on your essay about the holocaust (Time, May 
3, 1993); it evoked tbe feelings of sorrow which I am sure you 
intended. But it also evoked feelings of dismay ratber than 

T jort. 

do not wish to take issue with the holocaust itself but rather 
with your one-sided phraseology, which, may l add, tends to 
betray a poverty of your own language. I have heard too often the 
arguments against anti-Semitism and for the perpetual need for 
self-defense; they are beginning to wear thin. I have sympathised 
with tbe plight of tbe Jews and the struggle for a national 
homeland but what I did not expect was that the rights of the Jews 
would supercede the rights of another Semite race, people who. 
have lived side by side with the Jews for thousands of years and 
people who, for tbe last four decades, have witnessed their 
children and grand-children being subjected to tbe worst kind of 
human excesses, no less diabolical than those carried out by the 
Nazis: persecution on a daily basis, torture, incarceration and 
murder. World War II lasted for six years; the Zionist tyranny 
perpetrated on the people of Gaza, Golan, West Bank, Jerusalem 
and South Lebanon has been raging for 45 years. And the irony 
here is that the real enemy of the Jews was the Europeans, not the 
Semites, i.e. the Arabs. 

If the Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington and 
elsewhere is so full of lessons, why is it that man never learns? 
“Unless we heed the lessons of the past, very soon we shall see the 
emergence of another memorial, but dedicated to the Palestinians 
who fell victim to Israeli genodde. You-talk about Hitler as if he 
had a world- wide following. Nazism never reached the shores of 
the Middle East — that tyranny was purely European — nor does 
be have any successors here, only people defending their rights to 
live in peace and security as a direct result of Zionist intransi- 
gence. Zionists deliberately repeated the mistakes of the past for 
political advantage and took their own people down with them. A 
people once renowned for their intellect and cultural integrity 
Jews now have to Kye with tbe stigma of state-terrorism and 
barbarism. Israel's ultimate destruction may come not from the 
perwived threat of a nuclear attack or a battery of poison-gas 
bcusbut from its refusal to learn from the past. The real test is 
not to oppose a real set of (perceived) enemies that complete the 

Nazi nmicd at win cu knt . , . • 


destroyers of today, and to confront the real set of enemies from 
wittnn so that evil can no longer beget evil in the name of human 
rights and self-defence. 

Tbe power of the pen is indeed more effective than the spoken 
word ...and for that Mr. Krauthammer I hold you uttimatelv 
rraponsible for the weli-bmng of tbe other Semites and them 
d^dren who are being mutilated on a dally basis by the children 
of the survivors of Auschwitz. 


Jan Singleton, 

P.O. Box 2206, 

Amman . 
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Arab - Americans 
— ■ a patchwork of 

►assimilation, 

seclusion 


By Mohammad Saiam 
and Donna Abu Nasr 

The Associated Press 
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Mexican belly dancer gyrated out 
of sync with the Egyptian band, 
women in long dresses and 
scarves sat next to others in 
miniskirts. Fried chicken and 
A ngatoni filled in for traditional 
roast lamb and rice. 

The cultural confusion at die 
wedding of Abir Hamdan 18 
and Khalil Berro. 22, Aratv 
Americans of Lebanese-Shiite 
descent, went unnoticed by most 
of the guests. But it set Abed 
Sabaa to shaking his head. 

“Not right;” he protested as 
men on the dance floor shook 
their hips while dancing the 
dabke. In this “foot banging" 
dance, men move their legs, 
hands, shoulders but never their 
hips. That was for women. 

And worse, Mr. Sabaa said, 
“you don’t serve American dishes 
to Arabs celebrating a wedding.” 

At weddings in southern Leba- 
non. where Mr. Sabaa's home- 
town of Tibnin is located, stuffed 
lamb known as “ouzi” is served 
i with grilled chicken, grilled lamb 
* chops and triangular pastries stuf- 
fed with thyme, cheese and spi- 
nach. 

Mr. Sabaa is typical of many of 
the 2.S million Arab-descended 
people in the United States, who 
live in an Arabised subculture 
that borrows heavily from its 
American surroundings but has 
not been fully absorbed. 

The tall, broad-shouldered 
Sabaa, 47, who manages an auto 
shop in Detroit, exhibits a bit of 
cultural confusion himself. He 
wears Levis blue jeans, drives a 
1992 Mercury that costs as much 
as a two-bedroom house in Tib- 
nin and plays darts at his 
favourite hangout, the Paiomar 
Bar. But, he says with a grin, “I 
still swear at people in Arabic 
whenever I’m upset.” 

A smaller, more militant pock- 
et of conservative Arab Muslims' 
lives apart, almost as a nation 
within a nation. Its participants 
rigorously guard against what 
they see as 3n onslaught of temp- 
tations offered by the liberal 
American society. 

• The conservatives have opened 
their own schools, avoid their 
American neighbours and 
observe strict Islamic customs, 
including the ban on alcohol, the 
preparation of food according to 
Islamic law and the “covering” of 
women. 

At the Al Ghazaiy School in 
Jersey City. N J., in a neighbour- 
hood known as “Little Egypt.” 
students are taught that Darwin’s 
theories deny the existence of 
God. In geography classes, they 
. are told the nation labelled Israel 
on U.S.-made maps is Palestine. 

. “If students are sent to non- 
Muslim school, then this means 
we’re handing over the responsi- 
r* bility of raising our children to 
l non-believers who would leave 
f their black fingerprints on the 
souls of our boys and girls,” said 
the principal, Adnan Omran, 
whose school has 300 students 
ranging up to high school age. 

All students wear spartan uni- 
■ forms of navy blue and white, and 
girls must cover their heads with 
f oversized white scarves at age 7. 
f Women teachers also wear 
1 scarves and ankle-length dresses 
^ in accordance with Islamic cus- 

I tom that forbids public display of 
J a woman's hair or figure. 

Mr. Omran said the school's 
e duty was to teach students to 
l : grow up as “good Muslims.” He 

s said that because of their up- 
i bringing there were no major 

I I disciplinary problems. 

If “It’s the internal deterrent that 


modify their behaviour,” he said. 

Students leant songs with reli- 
gious messages. At a celebration 
of Ramadan, the Muslim month 
of fasting, teenage girts in white 
headscarves sang in Arabic 
“My father died as a martyr 
and I shall follow in his footsteps. 

“We’ll meet in paradise one 
day. Oh, what joy that will bring 
us.” 

On Dearborn’s Dix Avenue 
sits an Arabic coffee house, or 
“qfahwa.” Like its cousins in the 
Middle East, it has no name. It 
offers old-country atmosphere for 
its male Arab-American clien- 
tele, many of whom work in 
Detroit’s auto plants. 

They speak “Arablisfa,” a 
blend of Arabic and English that 
has developed since Arabs 
started immigrating to Michigan 
after World War I. 

"Bet-tou” shouted Hussein 
Sareini as he dealt the cards for a 
betting game called fourteen. The 
curious word is rooted in the 
English “bet.” but is cast in the 
Arabic imperative, ordering play- 
ers to place their bets. 

“A smaller, more 
militant pocket of 
conservative Arab 
Muslims lives,, 
apart, almost as a 
nation within a na- 
tion. Its partici- 
pants rigorously 
guard against what 
they see as an 
onslaught of temp- 
tations offered by 
the libera] Amer- 
ican society . The 
conservatives have 
opened their own 
schools, avoid their 
American neigh- 
bours and observe 
strict Islamic cus- 
toms, including the 
ban on alcohol, the 
preparation of 
food according to 
Islamic law and the 
covering of 
women.” 

Like village coffee shops in the 
Middle East, the one at 10311 
Dix A vc. is spare — only 10 
tables and 60 plastic chairs — and 
offers no menu. It serves three 
items: Turkish coffee, tea and 
orange juice. Other orders can be 
bought from the nearby “ras- 
tara,” or restaurant. 

Any order at the coffee shop 
costs SO cents, but the price is 
stated as “nus riyal.” “Nys” is 
Arabic for half, and the riyaJ is 
the currency of Saudi Arabia. No 
one in the shop knew why a dollar 
is called a riyal. 

Nostalgia is sometimes as thick 
as the coffee- 

Saieini, a bookbinder in Beirut' 
who came here in 1973 seeking a 
better-paying job, complains he 
has lost his children to America. 

“I don’t hear ‘hi, pa’ from any 
of my six sons.” he said, com- 
plaining that they rarely visit him. 
“They've become Americans.” 
Later, sipping a beer at the 
PaJcmar Bar, he encountered bis 
fourth son, Younis, 24. It was the 
first time the two had met in 
almost three months, and the 
encounter occurred on the Eid Al 
Fitr, a Muslim holiday celebrated 


UAE tries to keep dhow boating tradition afloat 


By Christine Hauser 
Reuter 


ABU DHABI — Sultan Al 
Mebairi. 99. climbed out of his 
chauffeur-driven car at sunset 
and hobbled over to his dhow, 
laid up al a boatyard, to run a 
hand along its curves. 

He whispered a few words to 
the wooden boat but preferred 
that a visitor talk to his younger 
relative, Salem, about the tradi- 
tional techniques of dhow build- 
ing, threatened by the younger 
generation's taste for speedboats. 

“I’m getting old,” Sultan said. 
“But what I know about he 
(Salem) knows more, because he 
has taken from the old and the 
new.” 

Sultan and Salem Al Mchairi 
are descended from generations 
of boat builders in Butcen. a 
coastal enclave in the United 
Arab Emirates capital. 

For centuries Butecn’s 
boatyards have built the wooden 
dhows of eastern traders in the 
Gulf. 

British archaeologists working 
on Abu Dhabi's islands have unc- 
overed flint chips and pottery 
which they^ay point to a man- 
time trade corridor going back 
7,000 yean. 

Historians cannot say precisely 
when dhows first appeared in the 
Gulf but they have played a key 
role in the region’s ancient trade 
and in pearl diving and fishing. 

Now the boat-making tradition 
is threatened as never before by 


the affluence that has come with 
oil wealth. 

“Now oil has come to the 
country,” Salem said. “Young 
people in the old times were with 
their fathers. Now the experience 
of old men will be forgotten.” 

In a push to forestall the death 
of a long tradition, UAE Presi- 
dent Sheikh Zaid Bin Sultan Al 
Nahayan in April pledged to 
sponsor more traditional boat 
races. 

The move is pan of a drive to 
lure UAE youth, who opt for 
flashy powerboats and jet skis 
instead of rounds of mint tea on 
the tranquil decks of a dhow 
making its stately way at 12 
knots. 

Sheikh Zaid will give away 
luxury cars and thousands of 
dirhams as prizes for races featur- 
ing specially boats turned out by 
dhow builders, including wooden 
boats with huge billowing sails 
and slender, cigar-shaped row- 
boats seating one hundred oars- 
men. 

“A long lime ago people were 
diving for pearls, fishing and 
travelling in the dhows. Now we 
have airplanes and shipping.” 
Salem said. “The main point is 
for people to go back to the old 
traditions of HXJ years ago-” 

Most Gulf trading boats have a 
distinctive pointed bow which 
swells into a round underbelly for 
riding waves. Some archaeolog- 


ists say tbeir square stern was 
fashioned after the galleons man- 
ned by 1 6 th century Portuguese 
sailors. 

In the old days the wooden 
boats were built with planks of 
Indian teak and plugs of cotton 
steeped in fish oil. As supplies of 
teak became scarce boatmen 
turned to steel and fibreglass. 

“But besides the steel and elec- 
tric drills, we still do the design 
the old-fashioned way," Salem 
said. 

A 35-metre-fong luxury dhow 
commissioned at a minimum cost 
of 500,000 dirhams (S136.0UO), 
quickly rising to double or triple 
that amount, will sport air con- 
ditioning and varnished interiors. 

But 50,000-dirham boats des- 
tined to serve as the workhorses 
of the Gulf for Iranian and Arab 
traders arc closer to the rugged 
versions of the constructors’ sea- 
faring ancestors. 

An emirates industrial bonk 
study in April said cheaper fib- 
reglass vessels were replacing 
wooden boats at dhow building 
yards in the seven UAE emirates. 

“Boat-building ...has hitherto 
revolved around the traditional 
hand-crafted wooden boat.” the 
study said. 

"Wooden boats take rather 
long to build, the number of 
craftsmen for the traditional 
boats is limited, and the boats 


Storm in a Coke glass over 
publication of ‘secret’ recipe 


ATLANTA — The author of an 
“unauthorised” history of Coca- 
Cola has found himself in a dis- 
pute with the company over 
whether his book contains the 
closely guarded secret recipe of 
the world's most famous soft 
drink. 

Former librarian Mark Pender- 
gast — whose “For God, Country 
and Coca-Cola” went on sale two 
weeks ago — says an archivist let 
him copy a century-old formula 
of Coke inventor John Pember- 
ton during one of many visits to. 
corporate headquarters in 
Atlanta. 

Coca-Cola's attempts to keep 
the recipe secret are legendary. It 
pulled out of India in 1977 rather 
than divulge it to the govern- 
ment. 

Mr. Pendergast writes that he 
was allowed to copy what appears 
to be the “original formula" from 
the tattered remains of Mr. Pem- 
berton’s records. 1 

Among the ingredients listed 
are fluid extract of coca leaves, 
caffeine, vanilla extract, lime 
juioe, citric add. alcohol and va- 
rious natural flavours including 
orange oil, lemon oil, nutmeg, 
cinnamon and coriander. 


By Richard Walker 
Reuter 

Coca-Cola has responded by 
dismissing Mr. Pendergast's 
claims and calling his book "The 
latest in a long line of previous, 
unsuccessful attempts to reveal a 
107-year-old mystery. The secret 
formula and process of manufac- 
ture remain a secret.” 

The 556-page book “falls short 
of being a totally truthful effort," 
the company said in a statement. 

Coca-Cola said it gave Mr. 
Pendergast the same access to 
corporate records and files that it 
would rive “any serious resear- 
cher.” 

Mr. Pendergast told Reuters he 
saw the row over Coke’s secret 
formula as a storm in a teacup. 

Over the years, he said, Coca- 
Cola officials had made changes 
to the formula, including remov- 
ing traces of cocaine in 1903, 
reducing caffeine and repladng 
sugar with com sweetener. 

The biggest controversy occur- 
red in 1985 when Chairman 
Roberto Goizuela unveiled a 
sweeter “new Coke" to such pub- 
lic outrage in the United States 
that the company was compelled 
to bring back the old formula as 
“Coke dassic." 

The latest row, Mr. Pendergast 


said, should not overshadow his 
effort to chronicle how “a patent 
medidne invented in the south- 
ern United Slates as a brain tonic 
and aphrodisiac has grown into 
the world's most popular consum- 
er product." 

Coke’s pioneering mass 
marketing has influenced busi- 
ness, culture and politics worl- 
dwide, the book says. 

So pervasive is the business 
empire that the Atlanta-based 
company makes more money in 
Japan than in the United States 
and its products account for near- 
ly half of the world soft drinks 
market. 

Harvard-educated Pendergast, 
who grew up in Atlanta, said he 
had a hard time persuading pub- 
lishers to buy his idea because his 
mixture of corporate history and 
Coke's interaction with American 
and global culture wasn’t seen as 
“a hard enough business book." 

Publisher Charles Scribner's 
has had such success with the 
book that a Commonwealth edi- 
tion will be published this year 
and Japanese, Korean, Chinese, 
French, Italian, German, Spanish 
and Portugese versions are 
planned. 
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require constant and sometimes eroding the trade. rnon. 55, from one o! the UAL •> 

expensive maintenance." “My von likes m make speed- oldest dhow- building families 

The lure of modernity is also tywts," said Mohammad Bu Ha- “But what I m doing is art 




GULF DHOWS: Rare avis or?... The 
trade of building wooden boats is slowly 


dying faced with competition from fiberglass 
speed boats (File photo) 
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the american language center 

IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE ITS 
12 JUNE - 3 AUGUST SESSION 

Adult, afternoon and evening courses 
General English Skills, tv ** levels 1-6 

TOEFL Preparation, • Level * 

Conversation 2, , .. Level 7 

Professional Communication, Level 7 

Advanced Academic Study Skills /Writing. Level 8 



- Ages 12-17, morning courses 

General English Skills, Levels 1-4 

TOEFL Preparation 

- Women, two weeks of morning Conversation classes 

June 12 - June 23 and/or July 3 - July 14 
Placement Tests: 

New students should register for a placement test: 
May 12, May 19, or June 6- 

10:00 a-m. to 12:00 a.m.; 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.; 
4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Please call 659-859 for more Information. 


FUR STORAGE 
TIME 

at 

Modern Fur Care Company 

Protect your fur from oxidation & insect damage 

COLD STORAGE: Protect & Revitalize 


The hot summer months dry out, age, and harden the leather 
of your valuable fur. Our temperature and humidity' controlled 

fur storage vault increases the life of your garment. 
PROFESSIONAL CLEANING: Beautify & Preserve 


Cleaning and glazing will preserve the lustrous beauty and 
restore the silkiness that made your fur such a special buy . 

FUR REPAIRS: A stitch in time saves nine 


Periodic small repairs will add years of beautiful new looking 
Hfe to your valuable fur . 

MFCC : CONTACT US FOR A FREE PI CK UP 
located opposite Mazar supermarket, floor 2 

Telephone 820260 dial 1 6 after the beep 


Our Services are FULLY INSURED 
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injuries cost U.S. 
101 billion annually 


Norwegian budget 
has record deficit 


: --WASHINGTON (AP) — In- 
' *■ juries on and off the job cost- 
' '‘American employers more than 
*•' $181 billion a year — including 
'$54.8 billion for highway crashes, 
'-' a business group has said. 

The Network of Emp loyers for 
-Traffic Safety (NETS) said its 
report for the first time docu- 
-'ments the enormous cost to 
businesses of paying for workers' 
injuries, many of them prevent- 

- ’able. 

The group focused on highway 
- accidents, saying there is a need 
for year-round employer- 

- sponsored safety programmes to 
encourage workers to wear safety 
belts and drive carefully. 

“Traffic safety programmes in 
American workplaces would save 
" all of us — employers, em- 
■■ ployees, our families and con- 
- - siimers — a lot of money,” Gloria 


Craven, an organisation ofidal, 
said at a news conference. 

Mike Brownlee, associate 
administrator of the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Adminis- 
tration (NHTSA), said the costs 
associated with death and injury 
to the American worker account 
for three per cent of the nation's 
gross national product each year. 

“Stated another way, elimi- 
nating injuries could lower the 
price of goods and services by 
three per cent/' he said. 

The NHTSA paid for the 
NETS report, and Mr. Brownlee 
attended the news conference. 

William Snyder, head of 
GEICO Corp., said a typical 
serious car crash can cost an 
employer $100,000 for one work- 
er — including medical pay- 
ments, wages for the injured em- 
ployee's replacement and lost 


Russia- Armenia debt 
deal to serve as model 


MOSCOW (R) — Armenia 
signed an agreement with Russia 
Saturday on repaying debts worth 
more than $40 million, setting a 
pattern which Moscow wants 
- .other former Soviet republics to 
■ * follow, Interfax News Agency 
said. 

Russian Prime Minister Viktor 
* Chernomyrdin and his Armenian 
. counterpart Grant Bagratyan 
-signed the agreement, which con- 
.. verts a loan between the two 
centra] banks into an inter-gov- 
ernment loan which Armenia will 
repay between 1996 and 2000. 

The agency said Armenia had 
received loans of 12 billion rou- 
bles ($13.5 million at the current 
rate) and 30 million from the 
Russian Central Bank last year. 

Interfax quoted Vladimir 
Mashits, head of Russia's State 
Committee for Economic Coop- 
eration with the Commonwealth 


of Independent States, as saying 
Moscow had hardened its posi- 
tion and now insisted that former 
Soviet debtor-republics begin re- 
paying their loans in 1994. 

But it realised some republics 
were not able to pay, and so had 
met their requests for postpone- 
ment. 

Mr. Mashits said Russia would 
sign similar agreements with all 
former Soviet republics which 
had received Russian Centra] 
Bank loans in 1992. He added 
that those which refused to prom- 
ise early loan repayment would 
receive no more loans this year. 

The agency said Mr. Cher- 
nomyrdin signed a similar agree- 
ment with Tajikistan's Prime 
Minister Abdul Malik Abdula- 
janov, by which the Centra] 
Asian state would start repaying 
its 16 billion rouble ($18 million) 
debt for 1992 in 1994. 


Tens of thousands of 
Canadians protest 
Ottawa’s economic policy 


OTTAWA (AFP) — Tens of 
” thousands of protesters Saturday 
chanted and rallied here against 
r - ^government economic policies 
* they blame for Canada's rising 
; unemployment rate. 

‘ “Jobs now” protesters shouted 
' at the peaceful rally at Parliament 
Hill, the largest demonstration in 
Canada since 1981. The event 
.. organised by the Labour 
Council of Canada, a coalition of 
'nearly 100 major unions. 

The jobless rate has been 
hovering at about 11 per cent. 

The protest came just weeks 
ahead of the ruling Progressive 
-Conservative Party's selection of 
# -u candidate to succeed Prime 
Minister Brian Muironey until 
general elections later this year. 

Fernand Daoust, the president 
- "f the Quebec Workers' Federa- 
tion, said that while Mr. Mul- 
roney’s government has been 
obsessed by trying to shrink the 


federal deficit, “the workers' 
obsession is creating jobs." 

Bob White, head of the Labour 
Council, urged the crowd to re- 
member at the polls the damage 
joblessness has done to Canada. 

Many Canadians put the bulk 
of the blame squarely on the free 
trade agreement Capada entered 
into with the United States in 
January 1989. 

On Friday, protesters set up a 
"free-trade cemetery” within 
view of parliament with tomb- 
stones representing what they 
said were the businesses dosed 
and the 350,000 jobs lost since the 
bilateral trade pact came into 
effect. 

Police estimated Saturday’s 
crowd at 60,000, while organisers 
put the number at 100,000. 

In 1981. some 100,000 people 
protested in Ottawa against a 
interest rate increase by the Bank 
of Canada. 


im BETTER HALF* 


By Glasbergen 



‘Dancing in the dark with you was very 
romantic., .until I stepped on the cat!" 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 by Henri Arnold 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 


EWLEH 


REME 

a 




nz 

mmm 



khmBI 


s 

1 RANLYX 

| 

mm 


WHAT TH£ TRAVELING 
CORKEBPJNPENT'S 
WIFE PJOTJ'T LIKE. 


How arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: HIS 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: WAGON BUMPY LATEST NEARLY 

Answer. What tns old flame Ad when She saw Iwn with 
another girt — A SLOW BURN 


productivity. If the business's 
profit margin is 10 per cent, he 
said, the accident consumes pro- 
fits on $1' million in sales. 

“A million dollars in sales to 
pay for one motor vehide crash 
injury,” he said. "We experience 
320,000 of those injuries annual- 
ly.” 

Another report by an advocacy 
group has found that nearly one 
out of every three Americans 
between 16 and 19 In the work 
force is unemployed and has 
given up looking for a job or is 
forced to work part-time despite 
wanting a full-time job. 

Young people in school are not 
considered part of the labour 
force, though many also hold 
jobs. 

“The prospects of gerting a job 
for a young person are getting 
worse," according to Americans 
for Democratic Action (ADA), 
which is active in labour causes. 

“While most youth are finding 
it difficult to get and keep a job, if 


you are young and African- 
American or Hispanic and live in 
a big dty, it is dose to impossi- 
ble/' the report emphasised. 

The study, based on U.S: gov- 
ernment data, found youth be- 
tween ages 16 and 19 had an 
unemployment rate of 19.5 per 
cent in March. This was almost 
three times the national unem- 
ployment rate of seven per cent. 

For African-American youths, 
almost 45 per cent were unem- 
ployed in March, according to 
ADA. But, it said, the "real 
jobless" rate for youth is worse. 

“Nearly one out of three teen- 
agers (16-19) is unemployed, has 
given up looking for a job out of 
frustration or has had to settle 
for a part-time job even though 
foil-time work is needed,” the 
report said. “The ‘real jobless 
rate” for teenagers is almost 35 
per cent.” 

For black youths, the ADA 
said the "real” jobless rate is 
more than 80 per cent. 


OSLO (AFP) — Norway’s fi- 
nance ministry has presented a 
revised 1993 budget, with a re- 
cord deficit of 53.9 billion kroner 
($7.93 billion), up from a Decem- 
ber forecast of 51.4 billion kroner 
($7.56 billion). 

The deficit increase was mainly 
attributable to lower oil re- 
venues, the ministry said. Oil 
income was expected to fall by 
two billion kroner. 

Excluding revenues from 
North Sea oil and gas fields, the 
1993 deficit was set at 77.1 billion 
kroner, against a December fore- 
cast of 76.6 billion kroner. 

The ministry said that growth 
of gross domestic product (GDP) 
would fall to 0.8 per cent in 1993, 
down from 2.5 per cent the pre- 
vious year. The December fore- 
cast was 1.0 per cent. 

North Sea oil prices expected 
to average 227 kroner per barrel 
($18.7). the same as forecast in 
December. 

The finance ministry said the 
state should begin selling its 
shares in Kreditkassen, Norway's 
second biggest commercial bank. 


in the autumn. 

The total borrowing need for 
Norway would jump to 93.7 bil- 
lion kroner in 1993, against 55.7 
billion kroner the previous year. 
The December forecast was 88.2 
billion kroner. 

Finance Minister Sigbjoem 
Johnsen said that Norway would 
return to fixed exchange rates as 
soon as international circumst- 
ances permit. 

Norway allowed the krone 
float against the European Cur- 
rency Unit (ECU) on Dec. 10. 

Iq December the government 
forecast four per cent growth for 
the traditional mainland indus- 
tries, but the figure has now been 
reduced to one per cent for the 
whole of 1993. 

The revised growth- figure is 
based on the weak economic per- 
formance of Germany and the 
Nordic countries, Norway's most 
important trading partners. 

Unemployment, currently run- 
ning at five to six per cent, was 
expected to fall by 0-5 per cent in 
1994. 


China to displace 10m ‘surplus’ workers 


BEIJING (AFP) — The 
Chinese government will ex- 
pand unemployment benefits and 
help state-run firms find new jobs 
for more than 10 million excess 
workers, official news reports 
have said. 

“China will try every means 
this year to create job opportuni- 
ties for the 10 million surplus 
workers in state-run enterprises,” 
the Xinhua news agency quoted 
Vice Labour Minister Zhu 
Jiazben as saying. 


The measures included expan- 
sion of trial unemployment insur- 
ance, which has only provided 
benefits to 650,000 laid-off work- 
ers. 

Chinese state firms employ 77 
million people and about one 
seventh of them were unneces- 
sary, Mr. Zhu said. The author- 
ities have so far only allowed 
companies to let workers go gra- 
dually to prevent social unrest. 

“As the number of unem- 


ployed grows, it is more difficult 
for them to find jobs/' the vice 
minis ter was quoted as saying. 

Only 40 per cent of jobless 
were able to find new employ- 
ment last year, compared with 60 
per cent in 1991, the reports said 
without specifying the number of 
unemployed people in China. 

“State-owned enterprises, 
most of them overstaffed, have 
found it hard to resettle their 
surplus workers because of no 


specific policies and a lack of 
social security.” the English- 
language China Daily said. 

Mr. Zhu called on companies 
to encourage laid-off employees 
to start their own businesses or to 
look for work in the sendee sec- 
tor. 

The vice minister pledged state 
assistance in handling the excess 
worker problem and stressed re- 
training and respect for the legal 
interests of women and aged 
workers in the course of reform. 


Botswana eyes reform to become 
‘Sinoaoore of southern Africa’ 


GABORONE (R) — Botswana 
is considering deep tax cuts and 
deregulation in a bid to stage a 
pacific rim-style economic boom 
while cutting dependence on di- 
amonds. 

“Botswana could become the 
Singapore of southern Africa — a 
regional service centre," Bank of 
Botswana Governor Quill Her- 
manshe said in a recent interview 
with Reuters/* • /* 

' He' said ' Botswana/ 'with * Its 
large foreign exchange reserves 
and stable political climate, was 
uniquely placed to become a ma- 
jor regional financial services 
centre. 

Botswana, which has forecast a 
$250 million budget deficit for 
fiscal 1993/94, was rot dependent 
on non-mining taxes and the 
gains from investment from over- 
seas would far outweigh the re- 
latively small amount of money 
lost through deregulation. 

"Non-mining tax is not a major 
source of income,” said Mr. Her- 
mans. adding that Botswana had 
$4.0 billion in foreign exchange 
reserves which had been built up 
during the “bonanza years” in the 
international diamond market 
during the 1970s and 1980s. 

“We could abolish personal 


income tax, and scrap corporate 
taxation with very little adverse 
affects on the economy and are 
studying aspects of this at the 
moment,” he said. 

Diamonds are the country's 
major export earner and main- 
stay of the economy, bringing in 
$1.3 billion in fiscal 1992/93. Bn' 
the worldwide recession and . 
consequent decline in diamond 


sayers” proved correct and the 
international diamond market did 
not recover to the level of the late 
1980s, with supply continuing to 
exceed demand, it would be a 
question of whether the De Beers 
cartel could “keep a lid on 

things/ 

■ "Year-on-year inflation, now 
running • at ■ 15 per cent, was 
another major source of concern. 


sales have forced a major rethink,,'. Mr,. Heremans said.. 


in 2" goVftrnment^rhich has spent ■ 
heavily on social welfare prog- 
rammes in the past two decades. 

Mr. Hermans said the decision 
by the De Beers diamond consor- 
tium to cut diamond purchases 
from associate companies by 25 
per cent had reduced Botswana’s 
export income by at least $150 
million a year and was a bitter 
blow. 

“Our total diamond production 
is around 16 million carats a year, 
of which we are now stockpiling 
about 25 per cent in the hope that 
the market will improve," he 
said. “Our income is at the mo- 
ment totally bound up with what 
happens to the diamond markets 
and what happens politically in 
our southern African neighbours, 
particularly South Africa.” 

He said if the “doomsday 


“More than 80 per cent of our 
imports come from South Africa 
and the political changes taking 
place there could result in a furth- 
er increase in regional inflation. 

“The social demands on any 
new government in South Africa 
are going to place huge demai. s 
on the economy there and infla- 
tion will rise, putting up the price 
or our imports with no corres- 
ponding benefits/' he said. 

Mr. Hermans said in the past 
Botswana had tried to curb infla- 
tion by adjusting the exchange 
rate of its currency, the pula, 
against foreign currencies. 

“This was, however, aban- 
doned and our policy is now to 
maintain a stable rate in terms of 
imports and exports,” he pointed 
out. 

He said the International 


Monetary Fund and the World 
Bank viewed Botswana as a mod- 
el of a developing state standing 
on its own feet and one which had 
not squandered its cash bonanza. 

But there was concern that the 
government bad not reacted 
swiftly enough to the intemation- . 
al recession ‘ aiid~ declining ,di- 
amoTKi-sales by comingiont with a. ' 
“business as usual” budget for" 
fiscal-1993/94. ... - ; 

■ •'The 'government* may have' 
embarked on a level of expendi- 
ture which is not sustainable,” 
said Mr. Hermans, adding the 
projected $250 million deficit 
may not be realised because Bots- 
wana's spending targets were tra- 
ditionally undershot. 

There was, however, potential 
for possible cuts in the Botswana 
military, substantially built up 
during the 1970s and 1980s to 
counter cross-border threats from 
then white Rhodesia and South 
Africa. 

“If we can’t increase our re- 
venues then we must cut spend- 


ing,” he said. 
The governir 


The government already offers 
cash grants and labour subsidies 
to entrepreneurs setting up 
labour-intensive industries in 
Botswana. 


IT'S WARD TO BE A 
SHEPHERD WITHOUT 
ANY 5MEEP.. 



Of C0UR5E, THERE BUT MAYBE IT'S BETTER TO 
WAS LITTLE BO-PEEP HAVE LOST YOUR 5HEEP THAN 
WHO HAD 50ME 5UEE? * NEVER TO HAVE HAD ANY 
BUT THEN 5HE LOST THEM \ SHEEP AT ALL .. 



I THINK I*M 
CRACKING UP 




SW. JEFF/ YOU 
KNOW SAU-Y.THE 
PRIZE-FIGHTERS 
Daughter. Don't 
YOU? 




well, her pop caught 
her kissing some guv 

LAST NIGHT/ N0W/i 
WHAT A TERRIBLE A 
BEATING HE GAVE J{ 
THAT rtuY' 'LJi 



ECOMOM1C MEWS IN BRIEF 

Japan Airlines to ask employees to retire 
voluntarily from 35 

TOKYO (AFP) — Japan Airlines Go. Ltd. (JAL) wfll ask 
employees aged 35-44 to retire voluntarily to cut labour costs,' 
extending an early retirement programme that has applied to 
those over 45, officials have said. Japan’s largest airline company 
will provide 50 per cent more in retirement benefits to employees 
who voluntarily quit after at least 10 years’ service, the officials 
said. Some 150 of the 7,000 employees at JAL aged 35-44 are 
expected to apply to for the early retirement prog r a m me in June 
and July, they said. JAL is expected to post 50 billion yen ($452 
million) in pre-tax losses for fecal 1992 that ended on March 31, 
reflecting a global slump in international flight business. 

Norway’s oil, gas reserves increase 

OSLO (R) — Norway’s oil find gas reserves grew last year despite ! 
the fact that west Europe’s biggest oil producer was pumping at 
record levels, a report from the government-funded Petroleum 
Directorate has showed. “From 2991 to 1992... growth in oil and , 
gas reserves were larger than production. The increase in oil was j 
98.8 million standard cubic metres while gas has risen by 18.6 
hTlHon standard cubic metres/' the directorate report said. 
Norway now flows a record 2.4 million barrels oil per day and the 
report said production could continue at current levels for another j 
20 years. Gas production could go on at the current rate for ! 
another 115 years. 

Nepal earns $62.7m from tourism 

KATHMANDU (AFP) — Tourism in Nepal climbed 14.1 per 
cent in 1992 from 1991, an official of the ministry of tourism and 
civil aviation has said. He, said 334,353 tourists visited Nepal last 
year, with Indians accounting for nearly one third of the total. . 
The next largest group was the British, followed by Germans, ! 
French, Americans, and Scandinavians. Visitors to Nepal in 1992 
stayed an average of 14 days, compared with 12 days a year 
earlier, the official said, adding that nearly 70,000 tourists trekked 
to the Annapurna and Mount Everest regions for an average of 15 
days. Tourism, Nepal's second-largest earner after the carpet and 
do thing export industry, brought in $62.7 million last year. 

Dubaf trade maintains high growth 

DUBAI (R) — Trade in booming Dubai, the commercial hub of 
the United Arab Emirates and a principal Gulf port, hit new 
records in 1992 with massive increases in imports, non-oil exports 
and re-exports. Government figures showed imports up by almost 
25 per cent to 47.5 billion dirhams ($13 billion). Reexports, a 
major business for Dubai that acts as a dealing house for trade, 
around the Gulf, were up almost 20 per cent to nine billion 
dirhams ($3.45 bilh'on). Nou-oCI exports were up 18.5 per cent to 
33 billion dirhams ($900 million). Figures are not published for 
the value of oil exports from DubtJ, a small oil producer with an 
output of about 350.000 barrels per day. 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY MAY 17, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: personal plans into effect but in the 

Things will seem to work, out weD evening don't ‘spend except upon 
in the early part of the day tat later proven objects. 

JUBRik: (Sqwmtw.23 .a October 
22) Quiet analysis of where you are 
• ,,,’Aeaded and, putting effort in 

...idle -to ^te-ydu*.*im£<Si*aify. - right, direction brings good 

, .ARIRS:. Man&ZI to. April : I9).Get H wh^Wnight avoid a borne 

ihto’the many activities at which “ -confrontation, 
you arc proficient and get them in SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 


perfect shape after which you can 
be with outside associates and new 
agreements. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
During the day you can make plans 
for having a good time at the 
outlets of your choice and tonight 
eli m i n a t e confusion and make wise 
future plans. 

GEMINI: (May 21 co June 21) The 
promises you have made your 
family during the weekend can be 
successfully put in motion today 
but tonight take them with you to 
amusements. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You have many activities 
to put in motion today so. don’t 
delay but get them in back of you, 
then be tartful, eliminate problems 
at home. 

LEO: (July 22 August 21) Carry 
through with die practical deri- 
sions you made over the weekend 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) During the daytime let 
acquaintances who understand 
your needs help you make them a 
part of your life but take up only 
dear problems 'anight. 1 

SAGITTARIUS: (No- :mber 22 to 
December 21). Use the daytime to 
get whatever requires your particu- 
lar attention of a public or voca- 
tional nature, later use your own 
judgement not a friends. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Gel out of your run 
and do what will bring you more 
awareness of new interests to for- 
ward your aims, then sidetrack odd 
requests of a bigwig. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Do those things you have 
agreed for your dose companion 
wholeheartedly for then you are 
able to get off to new interests that 
intrigue you. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 


during the daytime while later be - 20) Do what you can to convince 
sure you know your facts before outside partners of your views even 


communicating. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Your daytime is replete with 
opportunities for you to put you 


if it requires much time and effort, 
then don’t listen to others criticism 
of your surroundings. 


THE Daily Crossword by WBKam Canine 


ACROSS 
1 Brisk 
5 Foul up 
9 Certain 
committees 

14 Type-metal 
space 

15 Unctvtt 

16 Praise for 

PlacMo 

17 ‘■Exodus" 
author 

IS Inventor EUaha 

19 Word with 
month .or year 

20 Onager 

21 Cheat 

23 Busy place 

25 Stockings 

26 '1 Like — " 

Z7 Quahog 
29 Massage 

32 Sheraton work 

35 Fashionable 

36 Behold 

37 Jewel 

38 Soprano Atma 

39 Debatable 

40 Size of paper 

41 — and p inio n 

42 Metaphysical 
poet 

43 Globe 

44 Clammy 

45 Garfield 

46 Keats' specialty 
4fl Neverthdess 
S2 Informer 

56 -A Gardner 

57 Parlor favorite? 

58 Directly 

59 A Campbell 

60 Back street 

61 Paramour 
62Chanpon 

63 School years 

64 Pitcher with a 
spout 

65 Ostentatious 

DOWN 

1 NestOnq 

2 Handbag 

3 inspirit 

1 4Measurssof 
iwgth: abbr. 

5 Rut 



“’SSLT? 1 '? “***■ me 

** Bflha Rttarma 


6 Unconventional 
TNorsegod 
6 Actor Parker 
9 In flower 
lOOpiates 

11 Sycophants 

12 Effipsddal 

13 Essence 

21 Tramp 

22 Strike 
24 Mountainous 

27 Beef cut 

28 Thrash 

30 WalHntwmed 

31 Computer into 
unit 

32 Bustle 

33 Mimic 

34 Deceive 

35 Scottish social 
unit 

36 Overact 

38 Hold tight *8 Tog 

42 Advent 49 Cot 

44 Holdups 50 Occ 

45 Maker of casks 51 Lon 

47 ’The Dirty " 52 Cat 


s Puzzle Solved: 


gginn rjoDm Hnnnn 
onnn hdhd onbnn 
rrnnn nnno □tinrao 
nnra QfirnnnomrinriR 

QD0HDCIG nnHlfi] 

. nnn nnn onu 
nnnnrr nnnH nRnrn 
omcin monno mono 
□□on mnoa ntinnre 
nflfl aw nmn 
n nnnm maomnnn 
monononannci oao 
pnnan onnin onnn 
nnmno noon nman 
onnan noma nnnn 


48 Toes 

49 Courage 

50 Occurrence 


53 Drainpipe • 

54 — of 
Man 

55 Shine 

59 Low's org. 
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Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
(May 10 -May 14, 1993 


AMMAN — The U.S. unit was generally firm against an other 
major currencies last week. It ended the week one per cent 
higher against the marie, 1.94 per cent higher against sterling, 
but little changed against the yen, compared to the end of the 
previous week. 


The dollar moved sharply higher Monday. Its rally appeared 
to be inspired by a comb>.^oaof technical factors and a shift in 


focus towards economic problems in Europe, especially in 
Germany. The dollar also roiked after unconfirmed reports that 
the German and British finance ministers would resign. 

The dollar retreated and was unable to move through the 1.61 
mark level, in view of weak U.S. Retail Sales releaseoTuesday. 


These disappointing figures raised further co n cern s about the 
pace of the U.S. economic recovery. On the other hand, sterling 


pace of the U.S. economic recovery. On the other hand, sterling 
rebounded the same day after me release of U.K. housing 
construction data which showed a substantia] rise. It dosed at 
$1.5410 its highest for the week. 

On Wednesday, the Bundesbank, lowered the Repo rate by 
Another 11 basis points, setting at 7.60 per cent. That in addition 
to a surprising 0.6 per cent rise in US. April Wholesale Prices, 
caused the U.S. unit to rebound, touching 1.6140 marks during 
U.S. trading hoars. But increasing concerns about possible 
Bundesbank intervention, and -cantkm ahead of the release of 
new economic data ip. the US. Thursday, [united die dollar’s 
rise. It reiterated to 1.610S marks at the New York dose. 

The U-S. unit was firm Thursday after die announcement that 
the Spanish peseta and Portuguese escudo were devalued by 
eight per cent and 6S per cent respectively, reflecting turmoil in 
the ERM. An additional factor supporting the dollar was a rise 
in Retail Sales. The rise of 1.2 per cent indicated that consumer 
spending remained on track. The dollar thus dosed at 1.6160 
marks, its highest for the week. 

On Friday, the dollar finished lower against other major 
currencies. Reports of comments by Bundesbnak ofirial un- 
favouring rapid German rate cuts, and of an agreement to settle 
the IG Metall strike in Germany, helped the mark rebound 
against the dollar. The mark was supported by safe-haven 
currency flows, after devaluation of the Spanish ami Portuguese 
units Thursday. 

The dollar also retreated against the yen, as a result of 
traders' reaction to comments by the U.S. commerce secretary, 
who was quoted as saying that a strong yen was helping to 
reduce the mounting U.S. trade deficit with Japan. 

Meanwhile, a series of U.S. economic reports, released 
Friday, also failed to support the U.S. currency. The dollar thus 
ended the week at 1.6020 marks and 110.80 yen, whereas 
sterling ended it at SI .5390. 


Naw York dosing Bates for Major Cnmmctcs Against tbo 
U5. Dollar 


t'urrencv 

7/5/1993 

14/5/1993 

Percent 


Ouse 

Oose 

Change 

Sterling Pound’ 

1.5595 



Deutsche Murk 

1.5860 

1.6020 


Swiss Franc 

1.4297 

1.4490 


French Franc 

5.3380 

MwtiSS 


Japanese Yen 

110.38 

110.80 


i si> 1 st st«: 


Euro-Comncy I nte rest Rates 


Currency 

7/5/1993 

14/5/1993 

i 

l-Sr*r is.| 

EEllBHH 

L'-S. Dollar 

3.03 

3.31 

3.00 

3.53 

Sterling, Puucid 

5.75 

6.00 

5.93 

6.12 

Deutsche Mark 

7.5 6 

6.56 

7.62 

6.56 

Swiss Franc 

5.00 

4.37 

4.87 

4.37 

French Franc 

7.80 

WBKBSM 

6.87 

Japanese Yen 

3.18 

3.28 

3.18 

3.28 


InfrrteuiL hM rati-, fnr annum, run dins I "» Imllar* I. turn, non or equivalent 

Central "»«lt of Jordan Exchange Rata BuDathi 


*= 16/5/7993 


Currency 


ILS. Dollar 


0.6860 


0.6880 


Sterling Pound 


7.0547 


7.0594 


Deutsche Mark 


French Franc 


0.47*9 


.1268 


0.4735 


0.1274 


Japanese Yen' 


Dutch Guilder 



Swedish Krona 


0.3*73 


o.om 


.3832 


0.0927 


Italian Lira' 


0.0666 



Belgian Franc 


FAO sees 
cereal 
surplus 
in Sudan 
this year 
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Qatar steel company 
plan to double 
production by 1996 

ABU DHABI (R) — Qatar Steel within two years, wool 


AMF pushes to upgrade 
link Arab stock markets 


Company (QASCO), the second 
largest Gulf Arab steel producer. 


plans to double its output by the 
end of 1996 to around 1.2 million 


CAIRO (R) — Sudan will pro- 
duce a cereal surplus this year 
and is planning to store, export or 
send as aid nearly a million ton- 
nes of sorghum and millet, a 
report by U.N. agricultural ex- 
perts recently in the country said. 

Food and Agriculture Orga- 
nisation (FAO; officials told 
Reuters Sunday a fact-finding 
mission predicted Sudan will pro- 
duce 4.89 million tonnes of cere- 
als this year, more than enough to 
feed its 26 miQioa people despite 
a severe drop in wheat output. 

Thousands of people are suf- 
fering from malnutrition and 
starvation in remote southern 
pockets of Sudan plagued by a 
10-year dvil war. Aid workers say 
U.N. relief missions from Kenya 
currently fly about 100 tonnes of 
food a day into Sudan. 

Khartoum has designated 
100,000 tonnes of sorghum and 
millet as aid for other African 
countries, said FAO officials, 
quoting a report by the body’s 
global information and early 
warning system which visited 
Sudan last month. 

Production of wheat, sorghum 
and millet in the year to the end 
of July will total 4.89 million 
tonnes, about a millicti tonnes 
more than national needs, the 
report said. 

But excessively dry weather, 
crop diseases and lade of pesti- 
cides led the team to revise har- 
vest estimates 


tonnes a year, General Manager 
Nasser Al Mansour, has said. 


Nasser Al Mansour, has said. 

He said QASCO would 
announce contracts by the end of 
the mouth to cany out studies for 
an estimated one billion riyal 
(S275 million) project to expand 
its Umm Said plant, boosting 
output by 500,000 tonnes a year. 


within two years, would cost an 
additional 150 million riyah (S41 
million). 

Mr. Mansour! said QASCO 
steel was exported mainly to 
neighbouring Gulf Arab states. 

But be said the state-controlled 
firm was looking to supply far 
eastern markets in the future, and 
would also broaden its output 
from the standard steel bars cur- 


rently produced. 
“We are lookir 


It is also planning to install new 
equipment at the plant, which last 
year produced 588,000 tonnes of 


steel, to increase capacity by a 
further 150,000 tonnes a year. 

Mr. Mansouri told* Reuters de- 
spite low world prices for steel 
which fell to as low as $250 per 
tone last year, QASCO bad been 
able to sell at $20 to $30 above 
the prevailing prices. 

“Our product is recognised for 
its high quality... we also have 
cheap (gas) energy resources in 
Qatar. So we can compete inter- 
nationally," be said. 

Mr. Mansouri said installation 
of the new equipment, which 
QASCO planned to complete 


“We are looking for new pro- 
ducts. They could be steel sheets, 
beams, wire rods," he said. u We 
intend to export to China and 
Japan... the market is ready." 

He said since starting a cost 
reduction programme in 1987, 
profits had risen to reach a total 
of 740 million riyals ($203 mil- 
lion) in the five years to 1992. 
enabling the firm to wipe out 
accumulated debt of 575 million 
riyals ($158 million). 

He said after recording a 155 
million riyal (S43 million) profit 
in 1992, 22 per cent up on the 
previous year, the QASCO 
general assembly had for the first 
time allocated a 60 million riyal 
($17 million) dividend to share- 
holders. 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
Arab World’s top monetary body 
is pushing for development of 
regional stock markets and set- 
ting up new floors as a prelude for 
a joint exchange to attract invest- 
ment and reverse a stready capit- 
al outflow, its chief said Saturday. 

Osama Al Faqih, chairman of 
the Arab Monetary Fund (AMF), 
said his Aim Dhabi-based institu- 
tion had launched a project to set 
up a stock data base that will 
initially link the existing 11 mar- 
kets in the 21-member Arab 
League. 

“We are conducting a compre- 
hensive study about the legal and 
practical conditions in the Arab 
countries which have stock mar- 
kets and those which have the 
potential for setting up such mar- 
kets,” he told participants in a 
training course on planned stock 
data base in Abu Dhabi. 

“This will help us develop 
those markets, coordinate the 
legislations and procedures gov- 
erning their functions and create 
the right conditions for linking 
them as a prelude :o setting up 
regional Arab stock markets that 
will complement the national 
markets in the long run," he said. 


The Arab states that have for- 
mal exchanges are Egypt. Jordan. 
Bahrain, Tunisia. Kuwait. 
Morocco. Lebanon, Iraq. Oman 
and Syria. Dealing in Saudi Ara- 
bia is conducted through a soph- 
isticated bank network while 
Qatar and the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) are planning to open 
floors. 

AMF experts found after re- 
cent visits to most Arab states 
that a stock market is unfeasible 
in the remaining league mem- 
bers, especially war-torn Sudan 
and Somalia as well as Libya and 
Djibouti. They have cited the 
strong government control of the 
economy and the absence of 
enough companies. 

An AMF report said l,0h3 
banks and companies were reg- 
istered in the existing Arab mar- 
kets. which had a capitalisation of 
$30.2 billion at the end of 1991. 
Saudi Arabia accounted for near- 


ly one third, with its 78 banks and 
firms ha vine a capitalisation of 


firms having a capitalisation of 
around SlO billion. 

Economists said opening offi 
cial exchanges and easing capital 
flow among Arab nations were 
essential for slopping the flight oi 
funds and attracting part of (he 


huge Arab assets abroad, esti- 
mated at SSUO billion. 

So far, a few Arab stares -vow 
non-nationals into their nuu^eR 
but such an access was remained 
limited. Even sr. thc^Gulf Coop- 
eration Council |GCC). only 
Bahrain and Oman allow other 
GCC citizens to trade in thsir 
exchanges although rhe six mem- 
bers have agreed to create a 
common Cult market. 

"Our objective is to create 
developed stock markets in the 
Arab World and link diem so 
they will become an effective 
instrument in mobilising iocel 
savings and attracting overseas 
investment ;n addition uj ensur- 
ing free movement of Arab capit* 
al m the iciyon." Dr. raqih said. 

lie said !hc data base being set 
up at the AMF would disseminate 
information to member states ab- 
out regional markets, movement 
and pneus of shares, investment 
and opportunities and policies 
and legislations govermr.g each 
market. 

“This pr.oeet largelv f-icil.- 
Kate the linkage among Arab 
stock markets, roos: Capua’. ?*o«> 
and serve integration w:;h.u: the 
Arab World.” he vj.d 


Saudf cement firms get go-ahead for expansion 


DHAHRAN (R) — Saudi Ara- 
bia has approved plans to meet its 
growing demand for cement by 


growing demand for cement by 
expanding production capacity by 
30 per cent to 18-5 million tonnes 
a year within five yean, a Saudi 
minister quoted as saying. 

Industry and Electricity Minis- 
ter Abdul Am Abdullah Al 
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Zamel told Al Riyad newspaper 
he had agreed expansion plans 
costing more than four billion 
riyals ($1.1 billion) at five of 
Saudi Arabia’s seven publicly 
traded cement firms. 

The expansion plans, outlined 
by the firms earner tins year, 
would boost capacity from a cur- 


rent level of 14.13 million tonnes 
a year to 18.5 million tonnes 
within two to five years, the 
newspaper reported Sheikh 
Zamel as saying. 

Construction projects have 
boomed in Saudi Arabia since the 
end of the Gulf war in 1991, and 
demand for cement has increased. 


Output capacity from the Saudi 
Cement Co. . based in the Eastern 
Province, would increase to 4.48 
million tonnes per year from its 
design capacity of 2.92 million, 
the paper saiii. 

Yamuna Saudi Cement Co. 
would increase capacity to 3.49 
million tonnes a year from 2.66 


million, and Yanbu Cemcn: 
would also nse :-j 3.49 million 
from 1.24 r.uUtov.. 

Southern Province Cement Co. 
would expand to a capacity of 2.5 
million tonnes per year and 
Jeddah 'based Arabian Cement 
Co. Lid. would expand to 2.4J 
million. 
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H. braces for more fighting 
Bosnian Serbs resume voting 


^SARAJEVO (R) — Fierce fight- 
, -ing th&t has raged in northern and 
' ;spEthe t 'n Bosnia for the past 
• 'week could soon spread to central 
‘ jpg&p* once more, a United Na- 
1 Jtioiis official said Sunday. 

; C Clashes between Serbs and 
. -Muslims around the northern 
. town of Ercko were reported 
. Saturday night and Sunday morn- 
,hrg. Commander Bany Frewer 
. stid. 

- .Frontline positions around 
‘ Brcko, which commands a vital 
' ;Serb .supply corridor, did not 
’ -fipwever appear to have moved 
'piu-ch recently despite 
’niacbinegun and artillery duels. 
;-‘Tbe Bosnian Serb Panthers 
special forces unit accused Mus- 
lims of taking ad van age of a Serb 

- referendum this weekend on a 
.peace plan for Bosnia to launch 
- fcn attack on Brcko. 

- ■ ; ■ ‘The fact is they lost Brcko last 
' May,” Panthers spokeswoman 

Tamars Ognjevic, in black cap 
■and combat fatigues, told Reuters 
Television. 

. . “It was an excellent chance for 
them to invade Brcko and cut the 
corridor.” 

U.N. officials and Muslim 
-.media have in recent days spoken 
of a Serb offensive in the area. 


In southwestern Bosnia, Mus- 
lim forces traded fire in the 
ancient city of Mostar Sunday 
morning, Maj. Frewer said. 

Hostilities continued despite a 
meeting between rival military 
leaders aimed at ending the fight- 
ing between the former allies 
which began in the town a week 
ago. 

. Croatian radio accused the 
Muslims of* starting Sunday's 
attack. 

Maj. Frewer said Spanish U.N. 
peacekeeping troops were still 
being fired on by units of the 
Bosnian Croat Forces (HVO), 
who controlled access to and 
from Mas tax. 

He also voiced concern that 
fighting between Croats and Mus- 
lims would erupt again in central 
Bosnia, where tension has been 
rising since bitter dashes between 
the two sides subsided earlier this 
month. 

“We are watching growing ten- 
sions in the Travnik, Vitez, Kisel- 
jak areas,” Maj. Frewer told re- 
porters. 

“There is evidence reinforce- 
ments are being moved in and we 
have seen some new HVO gun 
positions around Vitez.” 

He added: “We are bradng for 
the possibility of new fighting 


around this area.” 

A team of U.N. military obser- 
vers came under fire near Kiscl- 
jak Saturday while they were on a 
mission to arrange a body and 
prisoner exchange between Mus- 
lims and Croats. 

One of the observers was 
wounded in the foot by a bullet 
fire from a distance of about 150 
metres. 

“We don't know who fired,” 
said Maj. Frewer. “But we sus- 
pect it came from an HVO posi- 
tion.” 

Muslims and Croats, until re- 
cently allied in their fight against 
the Bosnian Serbs, have turned 
on each other in an attempt to 
grab territory ahead of possible 
implementation of a U.N. -back- 
ed peace plan which divides Bos- 
nia into ethnic areas. 

Maj. Frewer also reported 
sporadic small arms and mortar 
fire around the eastern Muslim 
town of Srebrenica, where agree- 
ment has been readied with Serb 
forces to establish a demilitarised 
zone. 

The Bosnian Serbs were still 
insisting that no United Nations 
aid convoys would be allowed 
into the town until demilitarisa- 
tion was completed, a process 
expected to take a few moredays. 


A spokesman for the U.N. 
High Commissioner for Re- 
fugees, John McMillan, said peo- 
ple from outlying villages wanted 
to return to the town of Srebreni- 
ca, but had been told by Cana- 
dian peacekeepers there that the 
situation was still too unsettled. 

Mr. McMillan said the town 
was suffering from a shortage of 
water and had only enough food 
for a week. It also needed seed as 
the planting season was coming to 
an end. 

For all these reasons, Mr. 
McMillan said, the resumption of 
aid convoys was essential. 

Meanwhile, Bosnian Serbs re- 
sumed voting Sunday in a re- 
ferendum expected to deliver an 
overwhelming “no” to a United 
Nations-sponsored peace plan to 
end the republic's 13-month civil 
war. 

Even before polling in the 
weekend plebiscite was com- 
pleted, their leaders said they 
would call for fresh proposals if 
voters rejected the scheme. 

Bosnian Serb leader Radovan 
Karadzic announced he would 
ask Mikhail Gorbachev to draw, 
up a new peace plan, but officials 
at the former Soviet president’s 
think tank in Moscow said they 
knew nothing of the request. 


killed in S. African violence u.s. wants 


.‘■-JOHANNESBURG (AP) — 
flooded gunmen made five peo- 
1 ' pie. lie on the ground and shot 
'them to death Saturday in one of 
■ several attacks that killed 10 peo- 
- r pie;- -police said. 

: In. other incidents, three off- 

-duty- 'soldiers were arrested on 
'-suspicion of opening fire on a taxi 
riibiK killing three passengers, in 
..Eastern Transvaal province, and 
two people died when gunmen 
t shot. £* buses carrying Tnkatha 
Freedom Party supporters from a 
. ni'tch ir. Mata] province. 

Jvi. More tiian 9,000 blacks have 
' cSed in political violenoe in the 
pas: three years, with most 
.dashes stemming from a tong 


struggle for power between sup- 
porters of the African National 
Congress (ANC) and lokatha. 

Much of the violence has been 
in Natal and black townships 
around Johannesburg. 

Two moi wearing hoods and armed with 
9mm pistols carried out the 
execution-style killings of the five 
people in Edendale, near Pieter- 
maritzburg in Natal, police said. 
They said the attack might be 
related to the killing of two 
women in the area last week. 

Police also said a white man 
has been arrested in connection 
with a plot to kill popular anti- 
apartheid figure Joe Slovo, a 
leader of the Communist Party 


and ANC. 

A white extremist and two 
leaders of the white right-wing 
are being held in connection with 
the assassination of black leader 
Chris Hani on April 10. 

Meanwhile, South African 
President F.W. De Klerk and 
African National Congress Presi- 
dent Nelson Mandela were 
named winners of the 1993 Phi- 
ladelphia Liberty Medal and will 
receive the prize on July 4. 

The two leaders were cited for 
their efforts to reform South Afri- 
ca’s apartheid system, in the spirit 
of the medal, which honours the 
ideals behind America’s 
founding. 


France calls for ‘re-think’ of NATO 


dPARIS (R) — French Defence 
Minister Francois Leotard has 
.called for a “re-think” of NATO, 

; towards whose integrated milit- 
I ary command France has steadily 
S moved closer since a centre-rich _ 
j government took office in March/ 

: ~*Tf the United States sees- 
Europe as a partner more than a_ 
frivql^our thoughts and efforts 
jmust turn to finding a degree of 
! complementarity between the 
; European Community, the 
: Atlantic alliance and the Western 
{European Union,” Mr. Leotard 
• told a seminar for senior officers. 

“That means we will have to 
.re-think NATO’s organisation. It 
;is ab$urb to confine it only to 


preparing to meet a threat that no 
longer seems likely," he said. 

Mr. Leotard did not detail the 
re-organisation he had in mind. 
But defence specialists believe the 
new government would like the 
alliance: restructured to give 
European members, among 
whom France wields major influ- 
ence, equal say with Washington . 

France is a political member of 
the North Atlantic Treaty Orga- 
nisation (NATO), but then-Presi- 
dent Charles De Gaulle quit its 
military structure in 1966 saying 
Washington refused to share ma- 
jor decision-making with its allies 
there. 

Breaking with the policies of 
France’s past Socialist govern- 


ments, Paris has now discreetly 
relcaimed limited voting rights in 
the organisation’s Supreme Milit- 
ary Committee, a senior military 
official said last week. 

Mr. Leotard said it was vital 
that American troops remain on 
European soil as long as “the 
Europeans have not managed to 
organise a minimal political unity- 
of their own.” 

He said European defence uni- 
ty should be organised around a 
Franco-German axis. 

A “Eurocorps” is now being 
organised whose main units will 
initially be drawn from the 
French and German armies. It 
will be placed at NATO’s dispos- 
al in case of international crises. 



The successful Irish Eurovisjon Song Contest team 
cheers after the Irish entry “In Your Eyes” edged 
out England's, giving the Irish their second con- 
secutive victory. (From left-to-right) Head of the 


Irish delegation John McHugh, Patricia O’Neill 
Martina Tobin, Niamh Kavanagb, presenter Fbft- 
nnla Sweeney and Garrett Wal (AFP photo) 


Ireland wins Eurovision contest, 
ibut Balkans share the limelight 


iMILLSTREET, Ireland (R) — 
IHcsts Ireland won the annual 
[Eurovision Song Contest spec- 
tacular for the second year run- 
ning, beating off competition 
ifrom 24 countries including Bos- 
nia,- Croatia and Slovenia. 

.. The upbeat ballad In Your 
?Eyes triumphed in the biggest 
lever Eurovision line-up after a 
[three-hour extravaganza held in a 
[converted Irish show-jumping 
{stadium and watched live by 300 
[million television viewers in 
[Europe r id beyond. _ 
i It was a fifth win for the 
jEurovision veteran Ireland bat 


12 points from one of the 25 
national juries, Turkey. Croatia, 
a strong favourite with bookmak- 
ers before the contest, bad its 
hopes dashed -when the vocal 
harmony Don't Ever Cry failed to 
stir the judges. 

Ireland has put millions of dol- 
lars and months of work into 
staging the song for Europe show 
in a rural setting in the pictures- 
que village of Millstreet around 
270 kilometres from the capital 
Dublin, in County Cork. 

Pandemonium broke out in the 
audience after a tense race to the 




-first-time in the pop parade were 
also stars of the show, raising a 
["storm of applause for their songs 
S although none came among the 
Hop ‘scorers. 

: The group from Bosnia-Herze- 
igoyina, Faria, bad left Sarajevo 
i under heavy fighting to enter 
jiheir ballad about a soldier de- 
ifeitding the city and had said 
£ before the contest they felt like 
’winners just for being there. 

| The group came way down the 
I field in the 38th annual Eurovi- 
ision but at least got a maximum 


tain, which offered a jaunty tune 
called Better The Devil You 
Know performed by Liverpool 
singer Sonia. The Irish Television 
commentator had earlier called 
the British song “mediocre”. 

. The venue, an equestrian arena 
owned by a local entrepreneur 
Noel C. Duggan was transformed 
into a high-tech broadcasting hub 
for the contest, which drew 
thousands of jou rnalis ts, music 
producers and tourists to the tiny 


The Eurovision winner got a 
10,000 punt ($15,130) trophy in 
Irish cut-glass crystal as well as 
the right to stage next year’s 
event, a mixed blessing for tbe 
Irish State Broadcaster RTE 
which faces another year of 
anguished preparation. 

Ireland won the 1992 contest in 
Malmo, Sweden, with a ballad 
Why Me? written by two-times 
Eurovision victor Johnny Logan. 

This year's winning entry was 
sung by Niamh Kavanagh, a bank 
dent and part-time blues session 
vocalist who performed on the 
soundtrack of the Alan Parker 
movie The Commitments, about 
a group trying to hit the big time 
on the Dublin music scene. 

The 25-year-old said after the 
show she was overwhelmed and 
ecstatic to have polled off a home 
win, while the organisers de- 
clared the show a resounding 
technical triumph. 

Irish press coverage of tbe 
annual showdown has concen- 
trated more on the technical 
wizardry needed to broadcast to 


more 

documents 
from Hanoi 

HANOI (R) — A U.S. senator 
hinted Sunday that the United 
Stales might lift its economic 
embargo of Vietnam provided it 
got more documents from Hanoi 
about American soldiers whose 
fate has gone unresolved since 
the Vietnam War. 

Senator John Kerry, a Demo- 
crat from Massachusetts, deli- 
vered a message from President 
Bill Clinton to Vietnamese Presi- 
dent Le Due Anh on the issue of 
U.S. prisoners-of-war and ser- 
vicemen Missing-In-Action 
(PoW/MIA). 

It remained the key issue in 
relations between Washington 
and Hanoi, including an end to 
the embargo and to U.S. vetoes 
on International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) loans to Vietnam, Sen. 
Kerry told a news conference 
after meeting Mr. Arih and gov- 
ernment ministers. 

“The impediment to the Un- 
ited States moving on the embar- 
go or tbe IMF has been remaining 
questions or reservations about 
j PoW/MIA. That is why resolu- 
! tion of this problem is so impor- 
tant,” Sen. Kerry said. 

Washington believed T'ietnam 
had “greatly cooperated” by sign- 
ing the 1991 Paris accords for 
Cambodia and clearing its post- 
war reeducation camps — issues 
on which the United States bad 
demanded action by Hanoi — 
and on PoW-MLA. 

“But questions still exist. So 
tbe Teal question on the IMF and 
the embargo is bow rapidly can 
we eliminate these remaining 
questions on PoW-MIA," he 
said. 

“If we can proceed rapidly to 
answer the question. I'm confi- 
dent the United States will pro- 
ceed forward in the relationship," 
he said. ! 

He said Vietnam had done a 
great deal to cooperate, especial- 
ly since last month's row over a 
Russian document which indi- 
cated Hanoi held 600 more pris- 
oners in 1972 than it acknow- 


A1 though Vietnam rejected the 
document as a fake and U.S. 
experts said they had doubts ab- 
out it, the U.S. anti-Vietnam 
lobby used it to raise questions 
about Hanoi’s good faith. 


Khasbulatov: 

West 
pushing 
Russia 
to ruin 

MOSCOW (R) — President 
Boris Yeltsin's chief political rival 
portrayed Russia at doe weekend 
as a country on its knees before 
the Western world, being pushed 
towards civil war, disintegration 
and foreign control. 

Parliamentary Chairman Rus- 
lan Khasbulatov said Mr. Yelt- 
sin’s attempt to bypass the legisla- 
ture in drafting a new constitu- 
tional order for Russia reflected 
dictatorial ambitions. In these de- 
signs, he was encouraged by a 
self-serving West. 

“Attempts to solve the present 
crisis ...by anti-constitutional 
means will lead irrevocably to the 
collapse of Russia — something 
which influential international 
political, financial and industrial 
dudes are striving for in tbe most 

Open mann er.,” he WTOtC in ROS- 
siiskaya Gazeta newspaper. 

“The time has come when not 
only deputies and ministers, not 
only regional authorities, but all 
citizens should recognise the dan- 
ger facing the country of death, 
war and subjugation to foreign 
powers,” he said. 

“The danger to Russia of ‘Bal- 
kanisation 1 is a real one.” 

Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev met internation- 
al mediators Lord Owen and 
Thorvald Stoltenberg m Moscow 
Sunday to discuss ways of stop- 
ping fighting in former Yugos- 
lavia. 

Nationalist opponents of Mr. 
Yeltsin see Mr. Kozyrev's back- 
ing of Western policies in die 
region as a symptom of a sellout 
of traditional Russan interests to 
the United States. 

Mr. Yeltsin's estranged former 
political ally, Vice-President Ale- 
xander Rutskoi, also accused the 
West this week of having deliber- 
ately engineered die collapse of 
tbe Soviet Union and suggested it 
now sought to di sm ember Russia. 

Both Mr. Rutskoi and Mr. 
Khasbulatov point to omspoken 
Western support for Mr. Yeltsin 
and to the west’s unprecedented 
influence over Russian economic 
policy as Moscow curies finan- 
cial favour to see it through radic- 
al market reforms. 

Tbe strongly nationalist remarks 
coincide with an offensive by Mr. 
Yeltsin against conservative poli- 
tical enemies including, in the 
5$st rank, Mr. Rutskoi and Mr., 
Khasbulatov. 

Building on what he regards as 
a triumph in last month’s national 
confidence vote, he has sacked 
two key conservative officials and ; 
summoned a special assembly for i 
June 5 to draft and possibly adopt : 
a new constitution. 

The move, bypassing the ex- 
isting constitution, has opened a 
split m the parliamentary opposi- 
tion, with someiong-time allies of 
Mr. Khasbulatov now badong 
Mr. Yeltsin’s plan. 

In comments to foreign jour- 
nalists Saturday, Mr. Khasbula- 
tov issued an ixnpficii warning to 
the West, speaking of possible 
anarchy rather than any foreign 
dominion in Russia if Mr. Yeltsin 
flouts the constitution. 

“And that means that those 
nuclear, biological, chemical and 
other ...weapons that are very 
dangerous to the environment 
and to other states many end up 
out of control,’’ he said. 

Mr. Yeltsin seeks to push 
through a new constitution grant- 
ing him firm control over govern- 
ment and powers to dissolve par- 
liament. It would abolish the pre- 
sent legislature, which he sees as 
a symbol of the old Soviet order. 

Recent remarks by some mem- 
bers of the parliamentary lead- 
ership, Mr. Khasbulatov not 
among them, have suggested a 
possible compromise between 
the presidential version and a 
parliamentary draft 



Former Cambodian Prime Minister rod non-commtmist resistance 
leader Sob Sum, bead of the opposition Buddhist Liberal Democratic 
Party, rele as es a pigeon during an election rally Monday (AFP photo) 

Peacekeeping nations ask 
Cambodia to control violence 


PHNOM PENH ( AP) — Nations 
participating in the U.N. 
peacekeeping operation told the 
Cambodian government Sunday 
it must reduce violence against 
tbe opposition or else next week’s 
elections may- not be recognised 
as free and fair, diplomats said. 

The level of violence and in- 
timidation ‘is still too high" 
French ambassador Philippe 
Caste told reporters after leading 
the diplomats m a meeting with 
Prime Minister Hun Sen. 

He said the government must 
do more to reduce attacks during 
the final days of the campaign for 
the U.N.-organised elections on 
May 23-28 what tbe U.N. 
peacekeeping mission hopes will 
be the first democratic polls m 
Cambodia since 1972. 

The nations told Hun Sen there 
was evidence that the govern- 
ment was behind some of tbe 
violent attacks on opposition par-' 
ty members, a Western diplomat 
who demanded anonymity said. 
Mr. Hun Sen promised to make 


every efforts to ensure that his 
orders to guarantee neutral and 
secure conditions were carried 
out, the diplomat said. 

Officials of one of Cambodia’s 
main opposition parties, mean- 
while, accused the Phnom Penh 
government of murdering party 
workers, but the party’s leader 
said it will still participate in the 
elections. 

“I want to have the election, 
but the election must ...be free of 
political violence and assassina- 
tion," Son Sarm, head of the 
Buddhist Liberal Democratic 
Party, told a rally Sunday of 
about 5,000 supporters in down- 
town Phnom Penh. 

If Son Sum’s party pulled out. 
the United Nations would be 
under great pressure to caned the 
election. Son Sun’s group is one of 
the three guerrilla factions that 
fought Hun Sen’s Vietnamese- 
installed government for nearly 
13 yean before a 1991 Paris peace 
accord authorised the U.N. elec- 
tion. 


U.S. seeks frank talks with 
ASEAN on human rights 


BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN 
(AFP) — Tbe United States Sun- 
day said it wanted to have frank 
exchange of views mth non-Com- 
mumst South East Ada on hu- 
man rights but will not allow 
differing views on tbe issue to 
hamper its ties with the region. 
- -Winston Lord, the U.S. repre- 
sentative to a dialogue with die 
tegjkm hefcv said that having a 
d iffe r en t perspective on the issue 
(fid not mean that Washington 
could not have good relations 
with the Association of South 
East Asian Nations (ASEAN). 

“We share many interests in 
security, economic and political 
concerns,” Mr. Lord, U.S. assis- 
tant secretary for East Asian and 
Pacific affairs, told AFP just be- 
fore entering into tbe final day of 
the^ two-day 11th U.S.-ASEAN 
dialogue. — - 

Tbe dialogue, preceding the 
May 20-21 enlarged security talks 
in Singapore between ASEAN’s 
senior official; and its seven ma- 
jor trading partners, had political 
and security issues on its agenda 
for the first time. 

Mr. Lord bad linked human 
rights and democracy with secur- 
ity after expressing Washington’s 
readiness to include regional 
security concerns in future dia- 
logues with ASEAN. 

“Security involves more than 
just arms and alliances. Demo- 
cracy and human rights are com- 
ponents of a broader definition of 
security,” Mr. Lord said at tbe 
opening day of the dialogue. 

He explained Sunday *that 
Washington had made the fink 
because promoting universal 
principles of freedom and human 
rights served as the central pillars 
of U.S. foreign policy under the 
new administration. 


ASEAN, which groups Brunei 
with Malaysia, Thailand, Indone- 
sia, Singapore and the Philip- 
pines, has rejected many previous 
attempts by the Unitea States to 
define human rights, saying the 
tight of society overrode indi- 
vidual rights as had been 
espoused by Washington. 

“The point I want to stress is 
tint open societies and democra- 
cies do not attack or fight one 
another or practice terrorism. 
They are more peaceful,” Mr. 
Lord said. “They do not produce 
refugees.” 

ASEAN had rejected attempts 
by Washington to fence it to 
adopt a bard line against Burma, 
ruled since 1988 by a military 
junta that had been condemned 
by the West for violating human 
rights and ignoring the results of a 
1990 general election won by the 
opposition. 

The group had insisted that it 
continued its policy of engaging 
Burma in a constructive dialogue 
to wean it back into the interna- 
tional community. 

Mr. Lord bad said in Peking 
Wednesday that the renewal next 
month of China’s most-favoured 
nation trade status would “very 
likely" be linked to progress in • 
human rights, trade and arms j 
iron-proliferation. 

ASEAN's senior officials wel- 
comed Washington’s assurances 
that it would not make the thorny 
issue; of human rights an obstacle 
to closer cooperation. 

“The U.S. understands our 
position, and we know its posi- 
tion. We will respect each other's 
views,” said Kamil Jaafar, secret- 
ary general of Malaysia’s Foreign 
Ministry and leader of Kuala 
Lumpur’s delegation to the talks. 


Doctors baffled as mystery disease spreads across Cuba 


and gave a huge boost to 33 countries than the quality of 


the local .economy. 


the songs. 


SANTIAGO DE CUBA, Cuba 
(R) — Cuban doctors are baffled 
by a mysterious nerve disease 
that has affected more than 
25,000 people at a time when the 
Communist-ruled Caribbean is- 
land is experiencing widespread 
food and medicine shortages. 

“There’s something strange ab- 
out this thing,” Damarys Fuente, 
a neuro-opthalmic specialist, told 
reporters .last week at a hospital 
in the eastern city of Santiago De 
Cuba, where several dozen new 
cases were being admitted daily. 

Cuban health authorities have 
declared a nationwide health 
alert to deal with the epidemic, 
which they intially identified last 
April 3 as optic neuritis, an illness 
linked to Vitamin deficiency 
causing eyesight disorders. 

Since then they have widened 
the diagnosis, describing the ill- 
ness as a “neuropathic 
epidemic”, a disorder attacking 
tbe nervous system that can affect 
not only the eyes but other parts 
of the body as well, causing mus- 
cktdisorders and painful cramps. 

'Cuba has asked the interna- 
tional medical community to help 
track down the precise origin of 
the ffihess, which was so far being 


attributed to a possible combina- 
tion of Vitamin deficiency and an 
unidentified toxin or virus. 

“This illness spares nobody,” 
said Esteban Lazo, the Commun- 
ist Party First Secretary of San- 
tiago tie Cuba province. 

Mr. Lazo, who is also a vice- 
president of Cuba’s ruling Coun- 
cil of State, said four provincial 
party cadres were among tbe 
more than 1,000 victims of the 
illness in his province alone, 
which is in the southeastern part 
of the island. 

All of the island’s 14 provinces 
are affected, especially the most 
Western provinces of Knar Del 
Rio and Havana. Up until April 
30, nearly 26,000 cases had been 
reported, more than 19,000 of 
than involving vision problems. 
President Fidel Castro has said 
the epidemic is stfll spreading. 

“We’re looking at an illness 
that has several manifestations,” 
Armando Guerra, Santiago De 
Cuba’s provincial Health Mmis- 
tzy director, said. “It doesn’t tally 
with any of tbe patterns that 
appear in the medical literature," 
be added. 

Joaquin Rodriguez Olivares, a 


35-year-old railway station mas- 
ter and one of the patients being 
treated for the disease in the 
Santiago hospital, said he had 
first felt very tired and then ex- 
perienced disruptions to his 
eyesight. . * - 

“I felt T wasn’t seeing proper- 
ly,” he said. 

Another patient, 30-year-old 
Franc isco (TEspaigne, said he had 
suffered sharp pams in his fore- 
head. Luis Adames Cobas, who 
works in the propaganda office at 
local party headquarters, had felt 
muscular cramps. 

Mr. Guerra said a theory that 
the Alness was caused solely by 
malnutrition, the result of nation- 
wide shortages of Vitamin-rich 
foods like meat, milk and eggs, 
was contradicted by the fact that 
many of tiro patients were well- 
nounshed. 

_ Some of the more elderly pa-’ 
beats were visibly too weak to 
move in their beds. Others: 
walked about the warcfa. 

As a preventive measure, 
Cuban aumorities are distributing 
a Vitamin supplement containing 
Vitamin B complex, manrfao-, 
fared in pill form from imported' 
Vitamins, to Cuba’s entire 


population of more than 10 mil- 
lion people. 

Mr. Guerra said the vast 
majority of patients being treated 
in Santiago De Cuba were impro- 
ving. “We have nobody who has 
gone blind or wbo has been para- 
lysed,” he said. 

Because many of the first pa- 
tients in west Cuba were farm 
workers, experts had examined 
the possibflrty that the disease 
was caused by pesticides, 
agriculture-related toxins or even 
home-brewed alcohol. But they 
found no link. 

A virus similar to a type known 
as Coxsadrie had also been inde- 
ntified in some patients, but in- 
vestigatiosis in tins direction were 
continuing, tbe Health Ministry 
said. 

Oiban leaders say the myste- 
rious circumstances of the 
epidemic meant they could not 
rale out the possibility it might 
have been introduced to the is- 
land by Cuba’s enemies. 

In 1981, President Fidd Castro 
accused the U.S. Central Intelli- 
gence Agency (CIA) of introduc- 
ing a fatal strain of haemorrhage 
dengue fever to the island/^ 


British woman 
makes second 
Everest attempt 

LONDON tM 
Rebecca Stephens 
second attempt to 
firtt British woman to a mh 
Mount Everest, an 
spokesman said. Ms. SKf** 
orev*d ahead wi!h tore* 
sherpos when high altitude teti- 
^forced fclfow elirn.Vf John 
Barry to turn back, bfa * 

determined and 
spokesman David Vc-Uet to» 

Reuters- On Monday 
member Harry. TayKn boM 
the first mountaineer to u -»*•& me 
summit of Mount Ewc-d *«om 
the Nepalese side without o*- 
ygen. The expedition conimcmo 
rates the anniversary utter thiN 
month of the firsi coiujueM .it the 
sbtroce ' mountain in 1953 by New - c juxfl- 
Mcratk der Edmund Hillary and sheipa 
' photo) Tenzing Norg3y. 

Actor Claude 
Akins fighting 
nee for life 

that his PASADENA. California (AIT), 
tral and _ Actor Qaude Akins was listed 
c ^ rr * e< ^ in serious condition Saturday at- 
. , ter two operations for sumiach 
nbo&as cancer and complications, the 
, mean- actor’s agent and hospital otlieiaU 
nn Penh The 74- year -old Akuis was 

ig party upgraded from criticial to serious 
5 leader the second operation, said 

le in the Huntington Memorial Hospital 
. nursing supervisor Barbara 
election, pfum. “He had cancer -iurgery 
e free of | n< t week and they removed A 
5sa f s,n ®" portion of his stomach . more than 
°‘ “? c half, and said they got KXi per 
fiocratic ggjjj 0 f fjjg cancer.” said Mike 
uday of B e i soni Akin's agent. “But then 
n down- ^ ha d some sort of blockade . ..I 
think in the colon." Akins 
appeared in the soap opera One 
P 41 Lite To Live. Film credits include 
The Caine Mutiny. The Defiant 
® ooc . . Ones. Rio Bravo, Porgy And 
m that Bess, and How The West Was 
Won. 

r nearly 

N.^eiec- Making a meal of it 

AVH (AFP) — A ‘’born-again" 

ex-convict is drawing crowds in 

L tile capita! of Western Samoa 

La with a stage act which cnvolvc* 

eating live animals and quoting 
the Bible. The Samoa Times pulv 
fished a photo of Afoa Maianusi 
Brunei in action eating a live cat. Mr. 
[hdone- Mataitusi was serving a life sent- 
Philip- ence for murder in neighbouring 
previous U.S. Samoa, but authorities ro- 
tates to leased him after 14 years in pris- 
ing the on. saying he had become a dev- 
lc jndi- out Christian. According to the 
I been Times, Mr. Mataitusi, in a recent 
performance, enthralled an audi- 
is cncc ty eating cockroaches and a 
lizard. He was about to cat a 
puppy when a spectator, a mem- 
ber of parliament, intervened and 
A " Mr' saved tiro *>g. Between courses, 
r^vW Mr - Mataitusi made obscure re- 
P™ 0 ferences to the Bible. Police say 
they cannot fake action because j 
ittempts cruelty to animals is not a crime 
e it to in Western Samoa. 

SiZ; Diana-Charles 
denmed transcripts ‘faked’ 

human 

tilts of a LONDON (AFP) — Transcripts 
i by the published this week of a pur- 
portedly recorded tiff between 
l that it Charles and Princess Di- 

ngaring »a are “fakes," two -Sunday pap- 

fisdogue g 1 J?!?" 0 ??? a highly-placed 
interaa- ®uckmgham Palace source and a 
linguistic expert. The Sunday 
Times said Prince Charles had 
Peking “told palace officials that the 
valnext transcript...is a fake." “Senior 
ivoured sources" at the palace “also 
A “very claimed that reports of the royal 
press in • couple being ‘bugged’ by the 
d aims security services were the result 
of a hoax,” the paper added. It 
als wel- qu . otcd the sources as saying “the 
urances pnnce “ ver Y at being a 
: thorny a tabl ™? circulation 

jbstade ^ rar : , e Sunday Times said the 
denials were “significant” in that 
. „„„ ^hen previous tapes of con- 
nnd[ ^rations were published con- 
fcunmg more damaging material. 

S^et- ^ , ,^ n l ade "0 attempt 
y the,r authenticity.” The 

accepted as evidence in the 
° f quashing evi- 

10 mil- 2?®' to the paper 

HVf tbe transcripts 

hL 35 aulh<:n ' 

s vast S c - . He the words respec- 
treated jjjj * to the Prince and 
iropro- Process of Wales were "not tbe 
ho has words of one person but of two or 
« pani- pore sources.” He said everyone 

own V'' ert ’a! Sg “ 

rst pa- P™* based on variations in sent- 
s farm ' kngths, the numbed of 

trained w orcb of three letters and the 

SEE “■ ofwordsbc « i "™«*'<h 

It they Brazilian writer 

suffer# heart attack 


. — •»‘-«iuwwn WJ\ 

Author of more than 20 
“duduig Dona Flor A 
T^roHusbands, suffered 
jjftadc but is recovering 
relative said Saturday. M 
do, 80, was admitted to « 
tote Thursday at 


bis riscer-in-iaw “He** 
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jfe™* Formula One champion Nigd ManseB faces a am of 
KJ®^****™ w he ste m Us car after mmgfyUg for the 
whrnapo Bg 500 (AFP photo) 

Manse!! qualifies 2 
weeks after surgery 


ntent saidh^ 

h . e Moroccan t. 
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•udan can? 


“apolc motor speedway con- 
tinned Saturday with a successful 
qualifying run for the May 30 
Indianapolis 500. 

‘‘It's very frustrating,” said ; 
Mansell, who aborted one’ 
attempt in the early afternoon 

^ above 218 “I* 
(350_ kph). He came back to 

gnalify in the final hour of the 
first of four days of time trials 
with a four-lap average of 220.255 
mph (354.390 kph). 

“Lunchtime, I did 222.9 (358.6 
kph) in the heat of the day. ... I 



a ? 

go, like I have been ‘ all my 
«reer," said the 39-year-old En- 
glishman, who didn't drive on the 
21 -2-mile (4-kilometre) oval until 
Wednesday. 


The long wait bet w e en qual- 
ifying at tem pt s was a unique ex- 
perience to Mansell. 

“We usually only have an hour 
(to qualify) said Mansell, refer- 
ring to Formula One where be 
-won the world title last year 
before switching to the Indycar 
series this year. 

Mansell's first lap was 221.811 
mph (356.894 kph). He dropped 
to just over 219 mph (353 kph) on 
.his second lap, then climbed over 
the 220 mph (354 kph) mark on 
his final two laps to earn the right 
to race on an oval for the first 
time in his career. 

A quick trip home to Clearwa- 
ter, Florida, was on Mansell's 


immediate agenda as he rehabili- 
tates from April 28 back surgery. 

“Pm going to seer my specialist 
as soon as I arrive and get my 
back checked out,” he said. 


2nd Division Basketball Championship Courier, IvailiStiViC 

Final round begins today in Italian Open final 


By Akcn Barmayan 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The final round of the Second Division Basketball 
Ctaopfonship, organised by the Jordan Basketball Federation 
(JBF), begins Monday at the Sports Palace Court- 

- Abbasi ’ Horoemmen, Gazzet 
Hasbcm and Yannock Amman — will be competing in the 

37? A ^£r ph ” ship “ te,ded * * ■— 

keep their lead in the match and main- 

KdiSof HOm “ tmen ^ 57 ■*» 

Abbffii took the lead from the onset of the match leading 6-0 

^ ^ t ? Ber advantage cS the 

“ of rebounding and inaccurate shooting by their opponents 

6 p^tfnfti e 10 "P Scvan Sarkissian scored 

ene *g et * c P*ayera seemed detennined 10 win 
as they converted many turnovers and burdened Homcntmen 
with many fouls to again widen their lead to 28-12 with 5 minutes 
remaining. 

Homemmen’s AJ’a Abu Rahmeb rebounded and scored and 
le ^ nw f Vasken Adjenrian sank a final-second three pointer 
ending the half 34-21 for Abbasi. ^ 

hJu-Hif Homentmen secured defensive rebounding 

^VKd^vafaan »d Abu Rahmeb as they narrowed the gapro 

**** othe J hand » «»red through foul shoK by 
Omir Fadel and managed to keep a 43-35 lead. 

However, Homentmen again managed to narrow the gap and 
f. 4 ^by a three-pointer by Adjemian 
Abbasi then led 48-45, and Homentmen tied again after the 
refereeraD^a technical foul on Abbasi. Homentmcn’s playmak- 
. C halma J ian «ored to give his team the lead at 52-50 
wth 2 mumtes remaining. Abbasi then scored to lead 53-52 as fans 
<rfb°th teams cheered their teams hoping to win. 

Homemmen again led 54-53 in the final minute, however. 
AW>asi took advantage of foul shots and a turnover 10 lead 58-54 
before Homentmen ’s Adjemian scored another three-pointer 
ending the match 58-57 for Abbasi. ^ 

- T ^.” ul . t «“*<* 8>ve Abbasi the lead in the first round 
m winch mne teams competed. 

. In the first match of the final round Homentmen play Gazzet 
Hashem and Abbasi play Yarmouk Amman. The four teams then 
gay Thursday and the championship ends Sunday May 23, when 
former First Division teams — Abbasi and Homentmen dash 
once again for the title and a return to the Fust Division. 


Bayou wins 
Preakness 


BALTIMORE (AP) — Prairie 
Bayou rebounded from a second- 
place finish in the Kentucky Der- 1 
by and lived up to his billing -as 
the pre-race favourite Saturday, 
outdueiling Cherokee Run in a 
two-horse finish by a half length 
to win the Preakness Stakes. 

Prairie Bayou broke with Cher- 
okee Run from a pack of four at 
the top of stretch and slowly 
outlasted his rival to become the 
ilfirst gelding in 79 years to win the 
Preakness, the second leg of the 
U.S. Thoroughbred Triple 
Crown. 

Sea Hero, the Kentucky Derby 
winner, was fifth in a field of 12 
3-year-olds at Pimlico. There will 
be no Triple Crown winner for 
the 15th straight year. The final 
leg of the Triple Crown is the 
Belmont Stakes in New York 
June 5. 

Union City broke down on the 
backstretcb and did not finish. 

Prairie Bayou, the pre-race 
favourite in the Kentucky Derby 
as well, went off the favourite at 



From left to right Prairie Bayou, Cherokee Run, El Bakun and Personal Hope all take a turn during the 
118th running of the Preakness Stakes (AFP photo) 


Pimlico despite his runnerup fin- 
ish in the two weeks ago. He 
charged down the middle of the 
stretch, took the lead inside the 
eighth pole, and beat Cherokee 
Ran, a newcomer to the Triple 
Crown competition. 

pTairie Bayou became the 
second beaten Derby favourite to 
win the Preakness in three years. 
Hansel did it in 1991. 
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East-West vulnerable. East deals. 
NORTH 
*K6 5 

* AK2 
v J 5 

* E 9 6 4 2 


EAST 

* J 3 

T- J 7 3 

0 A E Q 10 9 6 

* J 7 
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WEST 
« 10 9 S 7 
9 9 8 6 4 

0 2 

* Q 10 8 5 

SOUTH 

* A Q 4 2 
7Q 10 5 
0 8 7 4 3 

* A 3 
The bidding: 

East South West North 

1 v 1 * Pass 4 4 

Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Two of 0 
The power of a 4-3 fit in a major 
suit was espoused by the late Al- 
phonse “Sonny" Moyse during his 
days as editor of The Bridge World 
This hand, from a recent tourna- 
ment h> Crana-Montana, Switzer- 
land, is unusual in that declarer can 
get home by a dummy reversal in a 
Moysian fit! 

South's one- spade oveicaH will be 


frowned upon by puriste. It did. 
however, propel North-South 
quickly to a game which could have 
been made. 

West led a diamond and. after 
banking a second di a mond trick, on 
which West discarded e heart. East 
'shifted to the jack of trumps. De- 
clarer must win in hand whh the 
queen and cash the ace of trumps, 
which removes East’B remaining 
trump. 

After playing off the ace and king 
of clubs, declarer raffs a dub, re- 
turns to dummy with tb* Irrnp of 
hearts and ruffs another club, estab- 
lishing a long dub in dummy. Now 
declarer has a couple of ways to get 

homi». 

One is to cash two rounds of 
hearts and the long of tramps for a 
total of 10 tricks. With the hand 
counted out. however, there is an 
even prettier ending available. De- 
clarer crosses to the board with the 
ace of hearts, cashes the king of 
trumps and l**Ai the wa»Mi»luHl 
club. West niffs, but now must bring 
South’s queen of hearts to life as the 
fulfilling trick. 

Sonny would have liked the hand. 


Prairie Bayou, ridden by Mike 
Smith, raced tbe 1 3-16 miles 
(1,900 metres) in one minute, 56 
3-5 seconds and paid $6.40, $3.60 
and $3.40 to win, place and show 
on a $2 bet. 

Cherokee Rnn was seven 
lengths in front of El Bakan, who 
had finished 18th in tbe Derby. 

Personal Hope, fourth in the 
Derby, finished fourth again, 
another neck back, on his sunny, 
warm Saturday. 

Sea Hero finished next, 8 3-2 
lengths back of the winner. 

Of Sea Hero’s failure, jockey 
Jerry Bailey said, “he sailed m 
bnt he didn't grab bold of the 
bridle like be did in Kentucky. 


He just wasn’t there today.” 

While the victors celebrated in 
the winner’s circle, a horse ambu- 
lance took Union City from the 
track with a compound fracture 
of tbe right front ankle. Tbe colt 
was later destroyed. 

“He took a bad step and unfor- 
tunately seemed to turn his right 
ankle,” jockey Pat Valenzuela 
said. “He was running great, 
unfortunately, these accidents 
happen.” 

Completing the order of finish 
after Sea Hero were Woods of 
Windsor, Rockamundo, Wild 
Gale, Hegar, Koluctoo Jhny A1 
and Too Wild. 
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ROME (Agencies) —■ Jim 
Courier did Iris pan to set up a 
dream final, Pete Sampras didn’t. 

Sampras and Courier, ranked 
No. 1 and No. 2 in the world, 
were seeded to meet in the first 
All-American final in the 50-year 
history o{ the Italian Open. 

Conner, tbe defending cham- 
pion, kept his appointment with a 
6-2, 6*7 (2-7), 6-0 semifinal vic- 
tory Saturday over sixth-seeded 
Michael Chang. But Sampras, the 
No. 1 seed, was eliminated by 
No. 4 Goran Lvamsevic 7-6 (7-4). 
6-2. V ’ 
Courier, who reached his fifth 
final of tbe year, will ay 10 
become the first player to win 
consecutive Italian Open titles 
since Jarosbav Drobny in 1950-51. 
Sunday’s final at the Foro Italic© 
will be best-of-fivc sets. 

Sampras had not lost a set 
going info tbe semifinals, but he 
ran into a player who has beaten 
him regularly on all surfaces. 
Ivanisevic’s victory Satuday was 
his fifth in six career matches 
against Sampras. 

“I really like to play him,” the 
Croatian left-hander said. ‘‘I have 
a game he doesn't like. Also, be 
doesn’t like to pUy lefties.” 
Ivanisevic punished Sampras 
with bis huge serve, recording 13 
aces and 15 service winners. He 
bad three service games with two 
aces and, in one game, he hit 
three straight aces. 

“I felt kind of helpless trying to 
return his serve," Sampras said. 
“Ating you two or three times a 
game is kind of discouraging. " 

The match lasted only one hour 
and 15 minutes, with not a single 
game going to deuce. The two 
were even until tbe tiebreaker 
when Ivanisevic gained the upper 
hand with two aces and two ser- 
vice winners. 

The match was essentially over 
after the Croatian broke Sampras 
in tbe second game of the final 
set. From then on, Sampras 


appeared dejected and failed to 
mount a serious challenge. 

"Once I lost that first set, I got 
down a little bit on mysett,” 
Sampras said. “My bead was 
dropping dovra and I was playing 
with low energy. I got a b5 
tentative and impatient. He got 
more confident and Ins serve 
carried him through." 

The victory' marked a major 
comeback for lvamsevic, who has 
been plague*! by injuries and 
early-round losses since reaching 
the Wimbledon final last year. He 
m issed a month earlier ih« year 
with a stress fracture of tbe foot 
and another three weeks with an 
achilles problem. 

‘ While Ivanisevic seems to have 
Sampras’ number. Courier has 
beaten Chang six straight rime s. 

“I just seen] to be winning die 
bigger pewits,” be said. 

Courier cruised through tbe 
first set in 41 minutes and 
. appeared beaded to a quick vic- 
tory, but Chang battled back in 
tbe second- set. Chang raced oat 
to a 6-0 lead in the tiebreaker as 
Courier committed three un- 
forced errors and a double fault. 
Courier erasec two set points 
before hitting a forehand wide on 
the third. 

“! played some good points at 
the end of the tiebreak and it 
carried over to t he thrid set,” said 
Courier, who broke in the first 
game of tbe final set with a 
forehand winer and broke two 
more times in iilanldng Chang. 

Chang was coming' off a 
marathon quarterfinal victory 
over Andrei Chesnokov that 
lasted three bourn and 46 minu tes 
and ended at midnight Friday. 
Chang didn't gel to bed until 3 
a.m. But be didn't blame fatigue 
for his third set letdown. 

“Actually I felt pretty good 
goday," he said. “I played some 
good tennis, but he put it 
together today. iHe was really 
tough on tbe big points. I. felt I 


Jordan, despite injury, 
hands Cavs defeat 

CLEVELAND (R) — Two teams da wed tbeir way back into playoff 
contention Saturday but Michael Jordan, playing with only one apod 
band, was too much for the Cavaliers as the Chicago Biulls took a 
commanding 3-0 lead in their Eastern Conference series. 

Jordan, dearly bothered by a sprained right wrist, scored 32 points 
and took control in crunch time as Chicago beat Cleveland 96~90to 
mwe withm one more win of reaching tbe conference finaU. 

^ ^*2. 10 revivc des P ite «*»e scries shift to -Cleveland, 
both the San Antonio Spurs and Houston Rockets rallied to victory 
before tbeir hometown fans after falling behind 2-0 in their Western 
Conference senes. 

* JiWS! 1 ? 55 Ph P c ™ x Suns 111-96, and tbe Rockets rolled to 

a 97-79 rout of the Seattle Supersonic, and both dubs hoped to even 
their respective senes at 2-2 with another home victory. 

“The wnst loosened up after the firt half." said Jordan, who added 
tnat sweeping the Cavaliers was an immediate goal for tbe Bulls, who 
would have a week off before their next playoff if they can eliminate 
the Cays m Monday s game four. 

Scottie Pippen added 28 points for the Bulls, who have yet to lose a 
game m this post-season. Larry Nance bad 24 points for Cleveland 
wh° * rerc outscored 22-15 in the fourth quarter. 

In San Antonio, the Spurs dosed to within 2-1 in their series with 
the Su ns despite getting only 13 points from star centre David 
Robinson, who shot 4-16. 

Kevin Johnson led Phoenix with 26 points and Charles Barkley bad 
22 points and 14 rebounds. 


FOR RENT 

Furnished Apartments 

• One bedroom, living - dining room, kitchen & bath. ' 

• Studio of one bedroom, kitchenette and hath. 

Central heating & telephones. 

Location: Jabal Amman (Zahran quarter) bet. 3rd & 4th Circles. 

Owner tel. 667862 - 642351 


for rent in khalda 

Two apartments and basement in a villa 
Apartments: Each 135 sq.m., 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, living & 
guest rooms, kitchen, store room, separate central 
heating. 

Basement 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, living & guest rooms 
shared central heating. 

Call 828802 


SEWU-VILLA GROUND 

FOR RENT IN ABDOUN 

One flat with separate entrance, garden and garage in a 
three-flat building. Near middle of main Abdoun street. 
Furnished or unfurnished. With or without connected 
basement. Area 450 or 650 sq. metres. Available as from 
July 1, 1993. „ _ 

Phone owner at <819067) 


A 287m 3 semi-villa available. 

Located in western Amman area, overlooking Gardens Street. 
'3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, a dining room, a modem equipped 
large kitchen, and large halls. Equipped with water softner. an 
R/O: purified drinking-water, a telephone, a little garden, and 
central heating. 

Could be rented as furnished or unfurnished. No mediator 


Contact: Tel. 803941/680485 



A disappointed Fete Sampras 

had quite a few opportunities to 
win a few games in the third set 
and didn't convert,” 

Graf beats Fernandez, wifl face 
S a b a rinl for tide: In Berlin de- 
fending champion Steffi Graf and 
Gabriel* Sabatini needed three 
sets' each Saturday to advance to 
tbe final of tbe $750,000 German 
Open. 

Graf, the top seed, survived a 
**-s«w battle with Mary Joe 
Fernandez Saturday, rallying to 
outlast the American 4-6. 64, 
6*3. 

Sabatini, the No. 2 seed, beat 
Conchita Martinez 6-3, 4-6, 7-5, 
avenging a 7-5, 6-1 loss to the 
Spaniard last week in the final of 
the Italian Open. 

Fernandez, the No. 3 seed, was 
on the verge of beating Graf for 


th e first time after taking the 34! 
le-id in the decisive set. 

"For the first time ever 1 against 
fit af). 1 believed I could win” 
Fe mandez sard 
19ut the German suddenly 

S ai ned control of her erratic font- 
and and rediscovered her mis* 
sin^ serve. She won the ne\i si* 
g* imes to clinch the match. 

< iraf is seeking her seventh title 
in Berlin, the site of her first 
inte rnational success In !<>$(>. the 
then-unknown German teen-ager 
beat Martina Navratilova in 
straight sets to take home the first 
of tier titles. 

She will play in her ninth final 
when she meets Sabatini. 

Tlie Argentine had to battle 
hard to overcome the fifth*seedcd 
Martinez. 


TWO APARTMENTS FOR RENT 
PumistMd or Unfurnished 

Each consisting of 3 bedrooms, living room, salon and 
dining room, balcony, kitchen, 2 bathrooms with central 
heating. Location: Jabal Amman ne ar Philadelphia Hotel. 

Pleat* call tel. 810091 for more details. 


1 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 
IN UM UTHEIINA 

Three bedrooms, two bathrooms, dining and living room 
Amencan system, new deluxe furniture, new building, indf /pen- 
dent central heating, fit for diplomatic missions 

Please call Tef. 820259, 


FAX MACHINE FOR SALE~1 

A PANASONIC fax machine, mod«l KX-F110B, brand ! 
new. new specifications. 

Pure Japanese industry (100%) 

Please call Tel.: 628101 
from 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Attn.: Mr. Osama 


FOR 

Semi-villa, 300 metres deluxe, furnished or 
unfurnished, 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, living 
room, American kitchen, 2 large salons, office 
veranda, small store, central heating, telephone' 
garden, near Royal Automobile Club, near 7th & 
8th Circles. 

Contact tel. 813375 


THE MONTESSORI WORLD 

Kindergarten - Shmeisani 

-In affiliation with the: 

• 

London Montessori Centre 

-Announces that they are starting an: 

Intensive Teacher Training Programme 

as from June 5. 1993. 51 me 

For further details please call: 

880504 or 684905 from 8:00 a.m. - 2 ; oo pjn. 


A CAR FOR RENT 

A supa™*, NISSAN ULTIMA 1990. full automate air 
conditioned and includes all facilrtiF^- c ' ar 

Embassies, diplomatic organisation's or V.I.P are prefer- 

flWTO. 

Interested people may call: 

M4S18 - 693 586 


m# 1 ' / 


UK 11 
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Cinema 


Tel : 677420 


CONCORD 


FRANCIS FORD COPPOLA FILM 

DRACULA 
LOVE NEVER DIES 


Shows EL30. 3:15. fcWJ. &I5. lfctt 


Cinema 


TeL: 699238 


PREDATOR (2) 


Cinema 


Tel.: 6341441 

PHILADELPHIA 



MADONNA 

in 

DESPERATELY SEEKING 
SUZAN 

Shows: 1230, 3 JO, 6:15. 830. 10:30 


"TeiT 675571 


MM Al M — khd ri mtrt 

Today the Nabil Mashinl Theatre 
hosts 

Al Fawanlt Troupe i acting 

in a play entitled: 

Death of Tayfcieh 

By: Suhelr Fahd, Mohammad Al ’ 
Qabbani. Amer Al Kltttfash 


..-Nafcll & Hisharrfs Tel.: 6251551 

AHL/AN THRAtpis 


presents 

Welojm'a Parliament and Budget 

On Mondays, Tuesdays and • 
Wednesdays AT 9:00 p.m. 

Welcome New World Order 

On Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays 
T _ 9:00 p.m. 

— flea* make advance reservation 
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Arms talks set to 
resume this week 



WASHINGTON (R) — When 
multilateral Middle East anus 
control taslks resume Tuesday 
after an eight-month lull, one 
fundamental issue will still be 
unresolved — whether partici- 
pants, think controls are needed 
or desired. 

• Set to run for three days in 
Washington, the talks are ex- 
pected to draw 25 delegations 
into the process launched in 
October 1991 at the Madrid con- 
ference on Arab- Israeli peace. 

The Middle East is a major 
market for arms-suppiyiong 
natins, including the United 
States, Russia and China, and all 
of them will be at the talks. 
.XJ.S. organisers say the main 
objective of this third round of 
talks is to rekindle momentum 
interrupted by the transition to a 
new U.S. administration after die 
second round in Moscow last 
September. The first round was 
held in Washington. 

Npw participants are familiar 
with arms control treaties signet I 
by die United States and tho 
former Soviet Union, the focus c if 
attention will probably swing to 
the Middle East itself, to discuss 
just what needs to be address* ;d 
by any. arms control plan or 
schemes for regional security. 

“That’s an evolution' from t be 
initial situation where we look ed 
primarily at experience from 
other regions,' 1 one U.S. official 
told Reuters. 

-“We've gradually turned die 
cojrner and begun to discuss m ore 
directly the situation in the region 
and what mechanisms or arrani£;e- 
ments could be applied there. 
That’s significant." 

* But is there consensus wic'hin 
the group that arms control in the 
Middle' East is a worthy goal? 

‘The appreciation of that i.s at 
different levels in the region ... I 


honestly sense nobody is resisting 
the idea that arms control should 
seriously be considered as an 
element of national security poli- 
cy,” the official said, 
i Weak economies throughout 
' the region make many govern- 
ments think twice about investing 
in military equipment, so there is 
more commitment to looking at 
' arms control as a way to supplant 
a history of arms procurement. 

“We're making good progress 
m developing an appreciation of 
arms control as a legitimate tool 
for national security," the U.S. 
official said. 

However, few are willing to 
predict when, or if, an arms 
control agreement for the region 
might emerge. 

Arms control is one of several 
multilateral working groups 
formed to complement overriding 
bilateral peace negotiations be- 
tween Israel and the Arabs. 
Others focus on water supplies, 
refugees and economics. 

The latest round of bilateral 
talks ended in Washington last 
Thursday without a hoped-for 
agreement on the principles of 
Palestinian self-rule or a firm date 
of resume. 

At the arms control talks, the 
United States, Russia and China 
will be joined by Israel, Jordan, 
Egypt, all the Gulf Cooperation 
Council states, the European 
Community, Canada, Japan and 
India. 

Palestinians will attend for the 
first time because of an Israeli 
agreement to allow Palestinians 
. outside the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip to join the multilateral 
groups. 

Syria and Lebanon, which 
boycotted other multilateral ses- 
sions, have declined to attend the 
arms control group as they await 
more progress in bilateral talks 
with Israel. 


Petra refutes Egyptian 
newspap€:r 5 s allegation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The official 
.J ordan News Agency, Petra., Sun- 
day -refuted an allegation pub- 
lis bed in an Egyptian newspaper 
to the effect that Jordan I.iaa a . 
bas'd in the cancellation of Iraqi 
25 -alinar bills. Petra describisd the 
report as baseless and totally 
false. . 

TbO political editor of Petra, 
who was not identified by name, 
said a report in A1 Jumlnuriah 
newspaper, written by editor in 
chief fr.fabfbuz Ansari, zjleged 
that the invalidation of this Iraqi 
currency came as a result of a plot 
concocted by King Husse in and ' 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein. 

The report, published on May 
13, went on to say that :a large 
amount of 115-dmar bills haid been 
printed outside Iraq and widely 
dzculated in the northern regions 
of the coumby. It claimed that 
this move led later to an agree- 
ment between the two leaders to 
contain the Situation by declaring 
the invalidation of the 25-dinar 
bills and the closure of the bor- 
ders to prevent these bolls from 
entering Iraq. 

... “The A1 Jnmfauriah allegations 
fall within the context of the 
hostile and unjust campaign that 
was current during the Gulf crisis 
and financed by those groups 
which bear deep grudge against 
Jordan . for its refusal to com- 
promise the Arab Nation's 
value*, traditions and honour," 
Petra said. 

; “Wo were not surprised by the 
attitude of the Egyptian paper's 
editor, Mahfouz A1 Ansari, but 
we were surprised by this kind of 
fafdfi eati on of events that serve 


as a futile attempt at smearing the 
national stand of the King, his 
government and people." v 

“The Kingdom, which has 
adhered’ to national stands, is 
used to such onslaughts by certain 
forces, writers and other organs 
who in the past sought to endorse 
tire catastrophe that befell the 
Arab Nation and further dismem- 
ber the Arab World through re- 
kindling internal strife," the com- 
mentary said. 

“The previous attacks on Jor- 
dan, Petra added, “had led only 
to further support for the Jorda- 
nian position once the dust had 
settled and the troth emerged 
with the hill facts.” 

The Petra editor said that Jor- 
dan's policy over the past decades 
reflected “the country’s total 
adherence in word and deed, to 
the principles of mutual respect 
and respect of other countries’ 
economic, cultural and political 
stands and non-interference in 
the internal affairs of any other 
country.” 

He said Jordan had always 
been “oriented against occupa- 
tion, racial discrimination, and 
persecution, and it supported the 
rights of all people to freedom, 
democracy, peace and independ- 
ence and opposed the use of force 
and violence to settle disputes." 

When the Gulf crisis broke out, 
Petra added, "Jordan adopted a 
clear national stand in support of 
an Arab solution to the crisis." 

‘This national stand won the 
support the Arab masses who 
considered it as the right policy 
for inter- Arab relations," it said. 


JPA decries A1 Safir closure 


Amman (I’etra) — The Jordan 
Press Association (JPA) Sunday 
voiced its condemnation of a de- 
cision by the .Lebanese govern- 
ment to close Ai’ Safir newspaper. 

In cables sent to President of 
the Lebanese Pr.ws Association 
Mohammad Al B aalbaki, Presi- . 
dent of the Lebanese Editors 
Association Mil hen.' Karam, Al 
Safir owner Talal .Salman and 
Chief Editor Munir Siilman, JPA 
President Suleiman *kl Qudah 
and the association’s board said 
they were following with' concern 
“the unjust campaign a g ainst the 
newspaper with the objective of 
silqnting words, burying tht’- truth 
and placing constraints on the 


role of the press in defending the 
cause of the homeland and the. 
nation.” 

Mr. Qndab and the JPA board 
expressed support for Al Safir, 
saying the decision to dose it 
harms democratic norms in Leba- 
non. 

“The Lebanese press have for 
years remained a living model for 
a free, responsible and democra- 
tic press., .and the recent measure 
taken against Al Safir newspaper 
is but an attempt to conceal the 
truth, and an attempt to direct 
the press with the aim of canying 
out blackout projects and 
schemes targetting the nation,” 
they said in the cables. 


Brotherhood seeks release of 15 


(Continued from page 1) 

He said the Brotherhood be- 
lieves those people were detained 
for questioning on the kind of 
work they did in Pakistan. And 
while his group does not object to 
the investigation, he said, the 
Brotherhood sees no reason for 
their detention. 

“They could have been allowed 
to go home and then summoned 
for questioning. There is no need 
for detaining them," he asserted/ 
A statement issued by the bloc 
Sunday said other issues discus-* 
sed in the meeting included - 
“harassment” to Jordanians upon 


travelling to and from the country 
as well as to people who belong to 
political parties. 

Mr. Khreisat said the bloc pre- 
sented the prime minister with 
names of people who were haras- 
sed at the airport, including a 
University of Jordan professor 
wh'O is a member of the Islamic 
Action Front (IAF). 

TL>e statement said the bloc 
presented the prime minister with 
a memorandum detailing the 
Brothenhood deputies' views on a 
number of issues pertaining to 
public freedoms arid the demo- 
cratic process. 
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KING MEETS CLERGY: His Majesty King 
received at the Royal Court a 
mtiag the Greek Orthodox com- 
and occupied Jerusalem. The 
[r Patriarch Deodors I, congratu- 
jo the 40th anniversary of the 


delegation 

■nullify la 

delegation, led 
Kaled the King 



assumption of his constfiatfcmai powers and pre- 
sented a gift to Mm on the occasion. King Hnnekt 
thanked the delegation for their warm feel tgs and 
c on gr at ulations- Use audience was attended by the j 
Royal Court Chief Khatid Al Karaki (Petra photo) 


First batch of Palestinian police, 
force trainees expected here soon 


By P.V. y ivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

I 

AMMAN — ; A batch of 
trainees for a proposed Palesti- 
nian police force in the occu- 
pied territories as part of in- 
terim self-gove roment arrange- 
ments is expjected to arrive 
here this week, informed 
sources said Sunday. 

The source*; could not con- 
firm an Israeli newspaper re- 
port that a group of 24 Palesti- 
nians bad bden given permis- 
sion by the occupation author- 
ities to travel f to Jordan Sunday 
or Monday, j 

‘Trainees, are expected here 
this week to acquire skills in 
law enforcement and crowd 
control," said a Palestinian 
source. “Tbe number of the 
force is as yet undetermined/* 
added the source, who prefer- 
red anonjrmity. 

The source denied reports 
that somrs of tbe trainees were 
already in Jordan. 

Jordanian officials have con- 
firmed that the government 
was approached by the Pales- 
tine Litieration Organisation 
(FLO) with a request to train 
the proposed police force and 
that Amman had granted tbe 
request, 


impris- 

autnor- 


The initial number of 
trainees is expected to be 
around 30 under tbe Jordanian 
approval, granted three weeks 
ago, according to tbe sources. 

No senior Jordanian official 
was immediately available for 
comment. 

According to a report Sun- 
day in the Israeli daily Maarrv, 
the first batch of 24 would be 
trained as officers in the police 
force. The paper claimed the 
men were all members of tbe 
mainstream Fateh faction of 
the PLO and had been imt 
oned by the occupation ai 
ities for resistance activities. 

The newspaper, quoting 
Palestinian and Israeli sources, 
said 37 Fateh supporters had 
undergone similar training in 
Egypt and 17 more were being 
trained in Jordan. 

Israel’s Environment Minis- 
ter Yosst Sarid, a member of 
tiie Citizens Rights Movement 
which b part of the leftist 
Meretz bloc, was quoted as 
neither denying nor confirming 
tiie report but said that parts of 
it corresponded to recent 
Israeli cabinet decisions. 

“The government has 
announced a number of times 
that if the Palestinians want to 
do preparation work in Egypt 
or in Jordan towards estab- 


lishing a strong' local police 
force, that is fine with the 
government," Mr. Sarid was 
quoted as saying by Reuter. 

“Of course tins police force 
can be established only when 
there is a (peace agreement)," 
be said. 

Israel tabled its offer to 
allow the creation of a Palesti- 
nian police force with limited 
authority during the ninth 
round of peace talks which 
adjourned in Washington last 
week. The Palestinians 
accepted the idea in principle, 
but were reportedly seeking 
larger powers for the force, 
which will be in control of 
internal security during a 
three-year self-rule arrange- 
ment to be worked out with the 
Israels. 

The proposed force will be 
lightly armed and will have 
jurisdiction only over the 
Palestinians living in the occu- 
pied territories, according to 
the Israeli proposal, which has 
yet to be formally accepted by 
tbe Palestinians. 

The Israeli proposal also 
stipulates that the Israeli army 
wifl be directly in charae of 
issues related to the 130,000 or 
so Jewish settlers, in the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 


Jordan’s press law more progressive 


(Continued from page 1) 

“The law only codifies what is 
being actually practised in Jor- 
dan,” said a senior official. 
“There is not going to be any 
dramatic shift in the govern- 
ment’s approach to the press,” 
added tiie official, noting that 
government interference in news- 
papers has been extremely rare_ 
since the introduction of tbe 
democratisatkm process in 1989. 

A cursory look at the state of 
affairs of the print media in tbe 
Gulf and in North Africa appears 
to support the government’s 
argument that the new law in 
itself is unprecedented' in the 
Arab World as it institutionalises 
press freedoms, according to sup- 
port errs of the law. 

In general. Gulf newspapers 
invariably tow the government 
line rind steer dear of any critic- 
ism 'Of the executive authority, 
they say. A few instances of 
exception were reported in 
Kuwait, which has a semi-elected 
parlfiament, but tbe Kuwaiti reg- 
ulations empower the regime to 
adapt whatever act it sees fit 
against journalists and the press 
esta blishment. 

Investigative reports are almost 
non-existent in the Gulf press, 
and government -appointed offi- 
cials directly or indirectly super- 
vise: most newspapers in tbe Un- 
ited Arab Emirates, Oman, 
Qatar, Bahrain and Saudi Ara- 
bia). 

'Reports of government corrup- 
tiem and mismanagement have 
surfaced recently in the Kuwaiti 
ptess, but that did not happen 
anywhere else in the six members 
of r the Gulf Cooperation Council . 

Even before the Gulf crisis 
erupted in August 1990, which 
Usd to severe strains in relations 
between Jordan and the Gulf 
slates, no Jordanian newspaper 
'was allowed to be freely dreu- 
! iated in the Gulf. Today, they are 
totally banned — more because 
of their open criticism of officials 
and evaluation of local issues in 
Jordan — which the Gulf regimes 
fear will set a “bad” example for 
their own press — rather than any 
criticism of the Gulf regimes, 
observers and Jordanian journal- 
ists say. 

In Egypt, three government- 
controlled newspapers* Al 
Akbar, Al Ahram and Al 
Jumhuria, dominate the print 
media scene. AU are beaded by 
strong pro-regime figures who 
often use the papers to propagate 


iL 


the government’s policies under 
the supervision of officials 
appointed by the Shura council. 

Five opposition newspapers 
have limited drculatioii and 
mostly preach to the already con- 
verted since their subscribers are 
party loyalists. They adopt a fair- 
ly “fair approach to troth and 
objectivity as long as it suits their 
.party lines, according to obser- 
vers of the Egyptian scene. 

Leftist papers get into trouble 
often, particularly when it comes 
to criticism. The editor of Al 
Ahali was recently imprisoned for 
two years for carrying a report on 
official corruption around the 
court of Saudi Arabia's King 
Fahd. 

The Saudis obliged Cairo by 
removing the editor-in-chief of 
the Enghsb-language Arab News 
when it carried an article which 
criticised Egyptian President 
Hosm Mubarak. 

In North Africa, the situation 
in Algeria is particularly interest- 
ing where the press is under tight 
control after three years of free- 
wheeling. 

Algeria's press, long used to a 
one-party, one-paper system, 
burst out into the open in 1989 
after the government of President 
Chadli Benjcdid launched a liber- 
alisation programme. Several 
dailies started publishing, serving 
the interests of opposition to tbe 
extent that the Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS), the dominant fun- 
damentalist group, was on the 
verge of an overwhelming victory 
in general elections in 1991 when 
the military felt it could not 
accept the course of events. 

As a result, the elections were 
cancelled. President Benjedid 
was forced to resign, and the FIS 
was outlawed. Today, one year 
into a running violent conflict 
with the Islamic milhSnts, tbe 
military-backed Algerian regime 
has effectively muzzled the press. 

In Syria, there are ao indepen- 
dent papers and the government 
uses the media, including the 
main two dailies, Al Thawra and 
Tshreen, to express its own views 
and opinions. 

Lebanon once enjoyed one of 
tbe most liberal media in tiie 
Arab World, but a recent episode 
involving the leftist Al Safir daily 
casts doubt on the course of tbe 
Lebanese print media under the 
government- of businessman- 
turned-Prime Minister Rafik Al 
Hariri. 

Al Safir was ordered dosed for . 
a week for publishing what the 


government described as a 
“sensitive document” presented 
by the Israeli during peace talks 
in Washington. The daily now 
faces legal proceedings. 

Like in Syria, all newspapers 
are also owned and controlled 
directly by- the government in 
Iraq. One exception perhaps is 
Babel, which is run by President 
Saddam Hnssscm’s eldest son. 
Udai, bnt the daily is seen more 
as serving tiie regime's interests 
to criticise the officialdom than 
upholding the sacred ethics of 
objective reporting and commen- 

ta *ln Sudan, the four major pub- 
lications remain strictly under the 
control of the military govern- 
ment of Lieutenant-General 
Omar Hassan Al Bashir, who 
took power in June 1990 after the 
ouster of an elected government 
and banned all political parties 
and their publications. 

Needless to say, none of the 
four — including two run by the 
armed forces — carries any re- 
port or article critical of the reg- 
ime. 

A promise by Gen. Bashir to 
allow private organisations, not 
individuals, to publish newspap- 
ers remains unfulfilled, with little 
hope in the horizon for any non- 
government papers to appear. 

The situation in Libya is not 
much different. A series of re- 
ports by the official Tripoli media 
of policies of Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi sparked ex- 
citement one year ago. but it 
appeared since then that the epi- 
sode was orchestrated by the 
regime to project itself as demo- 
cratic. 

Even tighter rules govern the 
press in Morocco, where one of 
the main taboos for the paper is 
human rights. There is a lively 
opposition media, but they live in 
perpetual fear of stepping on tbe 
toes of the ruling circles. 

Elsewhere in the Arab 
Maghreb, Mauritania and 
Djibouti do not tolerate any form 
of dissent, let alone public critic- 
ism. Chaotic Somalia has a free 
press, publishing daily tabloids on 
photocopiers, bnt then the coun- 
try does not have a government, 
and all indications are that Islam- 
ists are poised to impose their 
rigid code on the country’s poli- 
tical system. 

. Yemen, across the Red Sea at 
the tip of the Arabian Peninsula, 
is slowly following the footsteps 
. of Jordan with an emerging toler- 
ance for dissenting views after 
multi-party elections last month. 


Gulf Arabs want to 
correct Yemeni ties 

ABU DHABI (R) — Gulf Arhbs 
who were angered by Yemen’s 
sympathy with Iraq during the 
Gulf war appear ready to allow 
the country gradually back into 
their fold, Arab diplomatic 


sources said Sunday. 

Gulf Arab states boycotted Ye- 
men during the crisis for voting 
against a U.N. Security Council 
resolution which allowed a U.S.- 
led military affiance to use force 
against Iraq. But they are now 
showing new readiness to deal 
with Sanaa. 

“Everywhere in the Gulf the 
atmosphere appears to be impro- 
ving for Yemen,” a well-placed 
Arab diplomat said. “After all,' 
.unlike Sudan and Jordan, they 
'are neighbours in the Arabian 


Diplomats see the reconcilia- 
tion as vital for President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh’s efforts to pull 
Yemen out of a severe eco n omic 
recession caused by the -boycott. 

The UAE and Saudi Arabia 
responded favourably this week 
to Yemeni efforts to mend the 
rift. 

UAE President Sheikh Zayed 
Ben Sultan Al Nahayan, who in 
December called for turning a 
new leaf in inter-Arab ties, 
Wednesday called for a fresh start 
in relations with Sanaa. 

In a letter to Yemeni President 
Saleh, Sheikh Zayed said it was 
necessary to “close tbe past chap- 
ter and proceed with spirit of 
tolerance.” 

On Tuesday, Saudi Arabia’s 
Education Minister Abdul Aziz 
Al Abdullah, beading a team to 
Sanaa for border talks with Ye- 
men, told reporters he would 
deliver a letter to Mr. Saleh from 
King Fahd on trilateral relations. 

Saudi Arabia and Yemen have 
for several months been 
ing a settlement of their 
over a potentially oil-rich border 
area. Both say they are commit- 
ted to a peaceful resolution. 

The Saudi message was a furth- 
er indication ties could be on tiie 


mend, diplomats said.* 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak, who helped form the 
anti-Iraq Arab affiance during die 
Gulf crisis, discussed efforts to 
reconcile Arab states during his 
ament tow of Gulf states which 
ended Sunday. 

But diplomats said the wflling- 
ness to foigjve Yemen (fid not 
extend to whom the Gulf states 
saw as Iraq's other supporters. 

They said efforts, led by 
Morocco’s King Hassan, to con- 
vene an Arab summit appeared 
to be going nowhere because 
Gulf Arab leaders would not Sit 
in the same room as Iraq’s Sad- 
dam Hussein. 

“There is improvement with 
one or two states,” Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Amr Musa tokl 
Reuters Friday while visiting Abo 
Dhabi. 

“There are stfll difficulties in 
the path of total Arab reconcilia- 
tion,” he added. <\ 

Yemen’s new parliamentary 
speaker said Sunday ties with 
other Arabs states were on the 
mend and for extra effort 
to narrow a rift created by the 
Gulf crisis. 

‘Things are starting to return 
to normal and the door betweep 
us and our (Gulf) neighbours has 
been opened,” said Sheikh Hus- 
sein Al Ahmar. He was elected, 
on Saturday to preside over Ye-, 
men's new 301-seat parliament, 
the first to emerge from multi- 
party elections. 

Pro-Saudi Ahmar, leader of 
the large Islamic opposition Ye- 
men Gathering for Reform 
(YGR) party, told a news confer- 
ence: “We shall all work to over- 
come what has happened during 
the Gulf crisis.” 

The election of Mr. Ahmar was 
a concession to tiie Islamists by 
tiie two parties that ruled North 
and South Yemen before the 
• country reunited in 1990. The two 
parties have agreed to merge, 
giving them an absolute majority 
m the new assembly. 


Iraqi request to maintain 
its aircraft turned down 


AMMAN (Petra) — Iraqi Minis- 
ter of Transport and Communica- 
tions Abdul Sattar Al Maim said 
Sunday tbe United Nations had 
turned down an bm p requ est to 
assemble all its cml a i r crarts, now 
in a number of airport, hi a 
neighbouring country to make 
the necessary maintenance for 
them. In an interview with the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, Mr. 
Maini said Iraq had 37 aircraft 
parked in Arab airports, includ- 
ing 27 in Iran, four in Tunisia and 
six in Jordan. 

He said Iraq also had 18 drips 
anchored at Arab and foreign, 
ports. 

Mr. Maini said the rejection by 
the U.N. of tiie Iraqi request will 
not make it possible for Iraq, 
even if tiie embargo is lifted, to 
fly these planes because of lack of 
proper maintenance. 

“This means that Iraq will lose 
billions of dollars,” he said. 

He said his government re- 
served tiie right to' daim com- 
pensation for the loss. 

Mr. Maini said Iraq had made 
contacts through diplomatic 


channels withtbe U.N. and inter- 
national humanitarian organisa- 
tions to use its planes for trans- 
porting medicine and foodstuffs 
for Iraq or to assemble these* 
planes and ships in any neigh- 
bouring Arab country but was 
denied permission. 

The Iraqi request was made in 
New York last month by the bead 
of Iraqi Airways. 

Iraq sent its 22 Russian-built 
and 15 American-made civil air- 
liners to foreign airports just be- 
fore the 1991 Gulf war. 

Commenting on the meeting of 
the General Assembly of the 
Joint Iraqi-Jordanian Land 
Transport Company, which was 
held here Saturday, Mr. Maini 
said the assembly discussed tiw* 
company’s financial situation,; 
financial accounts and its general' 
budget for the year 1992 and the 
estimated 1993 budget as well as 
the company’s statute. He said 
Jordan and Iraq were interested 
in developing the company and 
expanding its activities. 


Kuwait says 12 ‘Bush 
plot’ accused face death 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — Twelve 
alleged Iraqi agents could face 
tbe death 



prosecutors 

said Sunday. 

Attorney General Mohammad 
al Banai told a news conference 
tbe 11 Iraqis and one Kuwaiti 
were among 16 people arrested' 
on suspicion of involvement in an 
alleged plot to blow up the for- 
mer U.S. president on his April' 
14-16 visit. 

U.S. Congressmen have urged 
military action against Iraq if 
Baghdad backing for the 
plot is proved. 

Banai said he had filed 
various charges against 14 of the 
16 Sunday. Ten raced a charae of 
plotting to assassinate Mr. Bush 
and two faced a charge of 
an accomplice to tbe plot, 
cximes were punishable by death, 
he said. 

Of the remainder, two had 

ter for seme of ^°^*wthout 
knowing their intentions. 

A further two were to be 
charted with smuggling alcohol, 
and their case would be tried 
separately. 

Charges of attempting to assas- 
sinate Mr. Bush were filed 
a 17th person, an Imp, 
was still at large, Mr. Banai 

said. 

The investigations proved 
beyond any doubt that the Iraqi 
intelligence apparatus motivated 
that rotten kit of defendants to 
implement tiie pjans of the Iraqi 
regime,” Mr. Banai said in a 
statement distributed to repor- 
ters. 


Iraq has denied that it was 
involved in -such a plot and ac- 
cused the United States and 
Kuwait of laying tbe groundwork 
for a new mibtiry strike against 
it. 

Mr. Bamu said the plan was to 
detonate a carbomb near tbe 
buflding where Mr. Bush re- 
ceived an honorary decree. If 
that failed, he said, Wali Al 
Ghazali, 36, an Iraqi, planned to 
strap explosives around his waist 
and blow himself np, along with 
Mr. B ash 

Kuwaiti authorities arrested 
what it calls an “Iraqi sabotage 
net” on April 14,. toe day Mr.. 
Bush arrived on a three-day visit. 
He is revered in Kuwait for lead- 
ing the 32-nation coalition that 
liberated the* emirate .from a 
seven-month Iraqi occupation on 
Feb. 26, 1991. 

A team U.S. Secret Service 
agents interrogated the suspects, 
Mr. Banai said. 

’ President Saddam Hussein's 
ha lf-bro ther, Baizan Ibrahim Ai ' 
Takriti, wrote in a Baghdad 
newspaper Sunday that Iraq's 
enemies continue to plot a gahw 
it because they have failed to 
break Iraq and break the spirit ■ 
and mentality of its people.” 

Mr. Takriti, writing in the Al r 
Jomhottrriya daily, said the allies i 
could -do ao more than they have » 
done ahead}. 

“Yes martyra will fall among 
wjjot they will be replaced by 
other heroes, and .any new 'aggies-, 
son win orphan some children- 
and win widow some women, but' 
Iraq will remain lofty," he wrote 
m an article carried by the Iraqi 
News Agency. __ r 


Modi 


Australian released 
in jail mlxup 
back in custody 

SYDNEY (R) — A convicted ; 
rapist released from prison 10 
months early because of 
bureaucratic bungle was 
apprehended after police were ■ 
tipped off to hb whereabouts by 
executives of a Sydney newspap- 
er. Graham Jack Walker, 44, had 
refused to return to jail when tbe 
mistake was -discovered. Police 
had requested that be turn him- 
self in but until Friday, 12 days 
after his release, they had no 
power to detain him because he 
had broken no laws. In a televi- 
sion interview earlier, Mr. Wal- ' 
Jdbt had threatened to shoot it out 
with police rather than go back 
behind bars. The Sydney Morn-, 
ing Herald reported Saturday' 
that Mr. Walker was recaptured 
in a taxi north of Sydney while he 
Was On fads way to meet one of the 
newspaper’s reporters. The Her- . 
-aid said newspaper executives 
had informed the police of die 
meeting following legal advice. 
Police said Mr. Walker would be 
held until a court decided 
whether or not be should be : 
returned to jail. 

Chaplin mementos 
sold off 

GENEVA (AP) — A violin 
Charlie Chap lin is said to have 
played m the 1916 silent film The ; 
Vagabond fetched 48,000 Swiss - 
francs ($33,000) at an auction of 
the great comedian's memorabi-. 
Ha, held despite a protest by his. 
child ren. The fiddle, modified for 
a left-handed player, was among 
461 lots, ranging from bow ties 
and a silk pajama to hand-written 
pages of a film manuscript, that 
sold for a total of 220,000 francs 
($152,000). Tbe violin's buyer . 
identified himself only as a collec- 
tor from Algeria. A dark blue suit 
Chaplin wore at a 1952 reception 
by Queen Elizabeth II was 
bought for 18,000 francs 
($12,400) by Frans Billen, a Bel- 
gian car dealer. Four Iota of 
handwritten pages from tbe sce- 
nario for a film Chaplin never- 
made, Tbe Freak, found uniden- 
tified buyers for a total of 33,100 
francs ($22,800). The movie, on 
which Chaplin worked from tiie 
1960s until his death,- was to have 
starred his daughter Victoria. 
Chaplin’s eight children voiced 
disgust at the sale of dozens of 
wardrobe items by bis Italian 
housekeeper Mirella Canese. 

Elvis’s guitar 
fetches $151,700 
at auction 

LONDON (R) — A guitar used 
by Elvis Presley to record some of 
his earliest hits was sold for 
£99,000 ($151,700) at auction. * 
Tbe 1942 Martin D-18 acoustic 
litar, billed by auctioneers 
i’s as “the guitar which 
turned Elvis Presley mto the king 
of rode and roll,” was bought by 
American music boss Michael 
Malone who flew to Britain for' 
the sale. “This is the holy grail of 
rock and roll,” Mr. Malone, 48,. 
from Seattle said. His company 
AEI produces music for airlines 
and shops and he already owns a - 
guitar which belonged to Beatles 
star John Lennon and another , 
owned by Bill Haley. A Christie’s i ; 
spokesman said: “We are abso- 
lutely overjoyed. There has been . 
great interest from collectors 
around the world and the price! 
achieved justified our enthusiasm 1 
for it” The guitar had been , 
expected to fetch more than 
£100,000 ($153,000). The two 
songs which set Presley cm the 
road to stardom — That's AU 
Right Mama and Blue Moon Of 
K ent uc k y — were recorded with, 
the instrument under the legen- 
dary Sun label in July 1954. Both - 
became local hits in Memphis, 
Tennessee. 

Rare Rembrandt 
printing plates 
return to Amsterdam 

AMSTERDAM (R) — Five 
per printing plates etched . 
Rembrandt are- returning to the 
17th century Dutch master’s 
home city, the R embrandth ns 
Museum said. The Rembrand- \ 
thuis — where the artist Bred and, 
worked in his most creative years 
— and two other Amsterdam ! 
museums recently bought the ■ 
rare plates from the hens of a ? 
U.S. art collector for a total, 
amount of 540,000 guilders/ 

\ Ud to now only ot» A 
etched plates,, 
a nrivate collector, has 
hands. “The platef 

igiy goodcomfitwg 

and have lost almost nothing S 
their authenticity,” the Reef 
brandthuis said. The museunf- 
wbfcfa specialises in Rembrandt) 
prints, said it was delighted 
made such an ' 


of 
owned 
been in 
are in 


addition to its collection. AH fivi 
dates will be exhibited at tig 
Ken*rawWmij from Mty 20 





